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Nagoya University, Master’s Degree, Graduate School of
Humanities

Full-time EFL Lecturer, NUFS

Japanese culture, visual-kei
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This course is a broad introduction to Japanese popular culture.
We will look at anime, manga, video games, music, fan commu-
nities, and more. Together we will explore how Japan creates
and shares its popular culture with the world, and how global
audiences enjoy, adapt, and remix it. Each week focuses on a
different topic, with a mix of short lectures, screenings, demos,
and group discussion. This course is for everyone, from long-
time fans to complete newcomers. The recommended English
level is B1, but lower levels are also welcome as long as you are
willing to join in and share your ideas.

QEERS
Week 1 Introduction — What is “Japanese pop culture,” really?
Week 2 Manga — from postwar storytelling to a global read-

ing culture

Week 3 Anime — how animation became Japan's signature
art form

Week 4 Music | — J-Pop and the idol industry

Week 5 Music Il — Visual Kei and rock rebellion (X Japan and
beyond)

Week 6 Fashion & street subcultures — Harajuku, Lolita, gyaru
Week 7 Video games — from arcades to otaku gaming culture
Week 8 Fan communities — cosplay, doujinshi, and the ethics
of fandom
Week 9 New media — VTubers and the future of performance
Week 10 Global reception — how the world remixes Japan,
and Japan remixes back

*Content may be adjusted slightly based on participants’
interests.

QTFEEEDTRL NIV
This course is recommended for learners from intermediate
level upward, roughly CEFR B1 (TOEIC score around 500) and
above. Learners with higher proficiency are also welcome.
Finally, learners with lower English skills are also welcome as
long as they are willing to participate in the discussions, and
share their opinions.

SECHEN
Hello! My name is Gamze.
| am very much interested in Japanese popular culture, particu-
larly in visual-kei.
| have studied visual-kei fan culture for my Master’s studies.
Right now, | am working on my PhD, again focusing on
visual-kei.
My main goal is to create a warm learning environment where
everyone actively discusses various pop-culture-related topics,
and share their opinions in English.
I look forward to having you in this class!
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Full-Time Lecturer, Nagoya University of
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Intercultural Communication, Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion (DEI), Identity
Development, Study Abroad
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This course builds on the spring term class, Understanding
Identity and Inclusion in English, and shifts the focus from per-
sonal identity to contemporary Japanese society. This course
aims to provide a welcoming space to use ideas of diversity,
equity, inclusion, and belonging to look more closely at con-
temporary Japan. Participants will move from personal identity
and everyday experiences toward broader questions about fair-
ness, opportunity, and social change in today’s society. Through
short inputs, stories, discussion, and reflection, they will explore
how work, family, education, media, disability, migration, and
law can shape who feels included or excluded.

The course encourages participants to connect these social
issues to their own lives at school, at work, and in their com-
munities, and to consider realistic, small steps toward more
inclusive practices in their own contexts.
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Classes will focus on real-life topics, using many discussions,
pair work, small group tasks, and reflection activities. The exact
themes may change depending on participants’ interests and
questions.

Topics may include:

- Key ideas of identity, inclusion, and belonging.

- Japanese workplace culture, hierarchy, and fairness.
- Gender roles, care, and changing family life.

- Foreign residents, migration, and “global talent.”

- Youth, education, pressure, and opportunity.

- Disability, accessibility, and mental health.

- Media, social media, and representation.

- Law, rules, and social change in Japan.

- Community, allyship, and small actions for inclusion.
- Creating personal or group “next steps” for change.
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This course is recommended for learners from intermediate
level upward, roughly CER B1 (TOEIC score around 500) and
above. Learners with higher proficiency are also welcome.
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Hello! My name is Misa. | have studied abroad myself and later
supported people before and after their time overseas, so ques-
tions about identity, difference, and belonging are very close
to my heart. These experiences led me to focus on intercultural
communication, study abroad, and diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion (DEI). In this course, | hope to create a warm and reflective
space where participants can share experiences, discover new
perspectives, and practice expressing their ideas in English
together.
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This course is designed to practice English Communication
skills through deep thinking and to develop critical thinking
skills. The focus is not merely on practicing communication
skills but on learning how to think critically about world topics
and issues.
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Weekly schedule is as follows;
Week 1 - Distinguishing fact from fiction
Week 2 - Identifying assumptions
Week 3 - Evaluating evidence
Week 4 - Detecting bias
Week 5 - Considering multiple perspectives
Week 6 - Cause and effect reasoning
Week 7 - Correlation vs. Causation
Week 8 - Ethical reasoning
Week 9 - Constructing arguments
Week 10 - Reflection and metacognition

*5CHBN
After finishing her Bachelor’s Degree (BA) in Translation and
Interpretation, Becky Alp, did her MA in Media and Communi-
cation in London, UK. She is currently working as a full-time EFL
Lecturer at Nagoya University of Foreign Studies and conducts
research in Cognitive Neuroscience of Language Learning.
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Marjorie Resuello (10[E])
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The purpose of this course is to help English language learners
develop practical communication skills for academic, pro-
fessional, and everyday global contexts. The course aims to
build learners’ confidence in expressing their ideas, listening
actively, and interacting with people from diverse cultural
backgrounds. Through practical and collaborative activities,
learners will strengthen their English communication skills
and become more confident, effective, and thoughtful global
communicators.
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The course will provide students with opportunities to practice
speaking English. Students will participate in conversations,
pair work, group discussions, presentations, and reflection
activities. The course will cover active listening, conversation
strategies, and intercultural communication. Students will
discuss content-based topics such as culture, education, travel,
sustainability, technology, global issues, and everyday life.

QEFEBEDTRL NIV

English language learners from beginner to advanced level

SECHEN

Hello! I am Marjorie Resuello. I am from the Philippines and now
| live in Japan, where | work as a lecturer in the Department
of British and American Studies. In my country, Filipino is the
national language, while English is an official language widely
used in schools and workplaces. Growing up in a multilingual
environment shaped my interest in English, intercultural
communication, and global learning. | also enjoy traveling to
different places, both domestically and internationally, because
it allows me to experience new cultures and perspectives. |
appreciate art, culture, and traditional craftsmanship, and |
have a particular interest in kimono. | look forward to helping
you build confidence, improve your communication skills, and
enjoy meaningful conversations in our classes.
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What is Intercultural Communication? Many Japanese people
think that intercultural communication simply means commu-
nicating in English. In fact, it is about communicating effectively
with people who have different values, occupations, genders,
or belong to different generations.
In this course, you will explore the fundamentals of intercultural
communication through a variety of engaging activities. You
will also learn practical communication skills that you can use
in your daily life with family members, friends, colleagues, and
supervisors.
This course is also suitable for students who have not taken my
classes before, as we explore a different topic each semester.

OEENA
1. What is Culture?
. Two-Way Communication
. Communication Styles
. Active Listening
. Observing People and Culture
. Conflict Resolution
. Self-Disclosure
. Majority and Minority
. Privilege and Inclusion
. Group Presentations
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Anybody who is willing to participate in group discussions in
English.
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This course aims to help students master the basics of English
through communicative activities based on modern research
on how the brain processes language. The course is designed
to be student-centered, and most tasks will require pair or
group interaction. Most students in Japan have studied English
grammar, but this course aims to help students develop an
internalized understanding of the language. This course will
focus on the future tense and its many uses that most students
have not learned in school. It is aimed at beginner to early-
intermediate students. However, advanced students are also
welcome to participate.

O EERS

Class 1: Orientation and self-introductions using the future
simple. (I will study English.)

Class 2: Plan a party for a group of picky people. (She won't like
a noisy restaurant.)

Class 3: Role-play a fortune teller and answer your partner’s
questions about their future. (How will | meet my
future wife?)

Class 4: Practice inviting your classmates to your favorite
events. (Won't you come to the party?)

Class 5: Be prepared to change your plans depending on the
situation. (If the weather is nice, | will join the party.)

Class 6: Role-play a travel agent and design the perfect trip for
your teacher. (You are going to love Korea.)

Class 7: Create a quiz to share your future dream with your
partners. (I am not going to drink soda.)

Class 8: Role-play a concerned parent and check your children’s
plans. (What time are you coming home?)

Class 9: Explaining your plans through infinitives (I will work
hard to help my family.)

Class 10: Setting a goal for the future through wants and needs.

(I'want to get rich, so | need to win the lottery.)

QTFEEEDTRL NIV
This course is most suitable for beginners or intermediate
students. However, advanced students interested in communi-
cating are also welcome.
It is designed for students who have studied English but do not
feel comfortable communicating in English. Students will be
expected to communicate in English throughout the lessons.
However, they are not expected to speak in perfect English.
Students’ communication and grammatical skills will grow
throughout the course.

5N

Although | look Japanese, | was born in Brazil and moved to
Canada at 15. There, | learned English and French. Therefore, |
understand the challenges of learning and mastering a second
language. My focus is on improving language education and
communication skills. Over the last few years, | have competed
in presentation skills and have trained many speakers to reach
national levels of competition. | love teaching and look forward
to meeting many new students.
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