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This course aims to develop learners’ confidence to use English to
talk more deeply about themselves and others. The focus of this
course is organized around intercultural concepts that will
develop learners’ ability to communicate effectively and
appropriately in English. In this course, learners will reflect on their
own cultural identities and consider the perspectives of others.
Learners will have the opportunity to express their views and
ideas in their own way.

QFEERE
Class 1: Understanding Cultural Identity
Objectives:
1) Define and discuss cultural identity.
2) Reflect on one’s own cultural identity.
3) Practice introducing and talking about oneself with cultural
elements in English.
Class 2: Stereotypes and Cultural Perceptions
Objectives:
1) Identify and discuss common cultural stereotypes.
2) Understand how stereotypes affect communication.
3) Develop strategies to overcome cultural biases.
Class 3: Verbal and Nonverbal Communication Across Cultures
Objectives:
1) Explore differences in communication styles (direct vs.

indirect).
2) Learn about nonverbal communication cues in different
cultures.
3) Practice using culturally sensitive communication
strategies.
Class 4: Exploring Values and Beliefs
Objectives:
1) Understand how values and beliefs shape communication.
2) Compare and contrast cultural values between their own
and others.
3) Develop empathy by considering multiple perspectives.
Class 5: Building Intercultural Competence
Objectives:
1) Apply intercultural communication strategies to real-life
scenarios.
2) Reflect on personal growth in intercultural understanding.
3) Set goals for continuing intercultural communication
development.

OIRDEFEL NV
Those with an intermediate level of English (e.g., CEFR B1 level,
TOEIC score around 500) would be the target level for this course,
but upper elementary level students (e.g., CEFR A2 or TOEIC score
of 300) are more than welcome to join this course, too.

*ECHEN

My name is Kevin Ottoson, and | have been teaching in Japan
since 2006. | am currently a lecturer in the Department of British
& American Studies and the Graduate School of International
Studies. My academic interests include intercultural
communication, study abroad, and virtual exchange. As a
teacher, my goal is to help students develop the skills to interact
effectively and appropriately across cultures.

Outside of work, you might often find me walking my shiba
inu around Nagoya. When my dog isn't paying attention, |
sometimes manage to sneak off to the gym for a workout.
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Let's Talk About Hawaii: History, Culture, Community
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EricHirata (5% TUwv %)
MA in Applied Linguistics and English Language Teaching,
University of Nottingham
Lecturer at Nagoya University of Foreign Studies
Collaborative Learning

SEEDEE - BiF

Hawaii is unique. Although it is part of the United States, it is
almost 4000 kilometers from the mainland United States. It
is also a popular tourist destination, but while tourism helps
the economy of Hawaii, it also has a negative impact on the
environment. Unlike anywhere else in the world, Hawaii is
many-sided.

Focusing on Hawaii's deep history, culture, and community, this
course will help improve your English communication skills and
overall fluency by “learning in English” rather than just “learning
English.” This course will provide many opportunities for both
English input and output, with a variety of reading, speaking,
and listening activities.

OEERNE
Class 1: Orientation/Introduction- Overview of the course.
Discussion on Hawaii, culture, the people of Hawaii, and tourism.
Class 2: Immigration /History- Short reading, discussion, and
content-related activities on the history of Hawaii and how the
different waves of immigration helped to create modern Hawaii.
Class 3: Culture- Short reading, discussion, and content-related
activities on how the variety of different cultures that make
up Hawaii have influenced the food, traditions, diversity, and
landscape of the islands.
Class 4: Japanese-Hawaiian culture- Short reading, discussion,
and content-related activities on the impact that Japan and
Japanese culture have had on Hawaii.
Class 5: Community- Short reading, discussion, and content-
related activities on the current Hawaiian community and how
people on the islands are working to “bring back” Hawaiian
culture through the land, language, and community.

ORRDFEEEL NIV
CEFR A2 or above, TOEIC 260 or above, TOEFL 350 or above
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