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Stand up if…

• you teach at an elementary school.
• you teach at a junior high school.
• you teach at a high school.
• you teach at a university.
• you teach at a private English school.
• you attended my “Fun Activities to 

Stimulate Intercultural Competence” 
workshop held on Zoom in 2021?

• you attended my workshop last year?
• you love teaching!



Agenda

1.How Culture Affects 
Communication
2. How Culture Affects Common 
Sense

3. How Culture Affects Emotions 

4. How Culture Affects the Way 
we Interpret Things 

5. Multicultural Japan



1. How Culture Influences 
Communication



Activity 1
Understanding the Communication Model 



Imagine a 
flower.



Is this what 
you 

imagined?



Is 
communication  

like a game of 
catch?



Communication Model

Flower



Imagine 
breakfast.





Imagine an 
elementary 

schooler on their 
way to school. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJgF17MGkvg



Activity 2: How many percent?

•Always
•Never
•Sometimes
•Often
•Pretty sure
•Most of the time
•From time to time

(Adapted from an activity made by Donald Klopf)



2. How Culture Affects 
Common Sense



• How many seasons are there in a year?
• Pretend you are at a restaurant, what do you do to get a waithelp’s attention?
• Your colleague is in the hospital, do you take a bouquet or a potted plant?
• Your friend gives you a ride and drops you off at home. Should you stay and 

wave until your friend drives away?
• If a professor makes a mistake, would you correct him/her?
• Your friend’s daughter is graduating from high school, would it be appropriate 

to give her a clock?
• You are walking down the hall and you see a classmate from a large lecture 

class who you recognize but someone you have never spoken to. Do you say 
hello?

• You have been invited to a dinner party at my house. The party starts at 7:00 
pm. What time do you arrive?

Activity 3:
Common Sense Awareness Exercise



Video Clip: HSBC Commercials

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GOHvMz7dl2A





2. How Culture Affects Emotions 



Activity 4
Emotions: Crossing arms and Watch 



Video Clip:  The Biriacial Kids in Japan

• https://www.facebook.com/ayakabrandy/videos/2789265161343
600



Lunch Break



4. How Culture Affects the Way we 
Interpret Things



Activity 5: Critical Incidents

• Grab a Kitkat from the bag and form a group with people who have the same 
number as yourself. You will now receive a critical incident.

• First read it on your own. Then discuss which interpretation is the most likely 
answer. 

• Next, check online to see which is the most likely interpretation.
• Then be prepared to act the scenario out. Someone should be narrator and 

explain the situation. You should have actors and also someone to facilitate 
the discussion. Please perform the skit in front of the class and then ask your 
classmates to guess the correct interpretation. Please also give extra 
explanation or share some of your own stories.

• https://speakeasyjournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/01/integrating-
intercultural-communication-into-the-language-classroom-appendix-
explanations-of-the-critical-incidents/

https://speakeasyjournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/01/integrating-intercultural-communication-into-the-language-classroom-appendix-explanations-of-the-critical-incidents/
https://speakeasyjournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/01/integrating-intercultural-communication-into-the-language-classroom-appendix-explanations-of-the-critical-incidents/
https://speakeasyjournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/01/integrating-intercultural-communication-into-the-language-classroom-appendix-explanations-of-the-critical-incidents/


Performance!



5. Multicultural Japan



Activity 6: My Multicultural Self



Your turn!

• I will pass out papers with 
shapes on them and colored 
pencils.

• Please fill in at least fourof the 
shapes with pictures, key 
words, names, or numbers that 
represent a story about your 
cultural background or identity. 



A(nswer)+ 
Conversations
• Count off 1, 2, 1, 2,….
• Stand in two lines, facing each 

other.



What I usually do:



Activity 7: It’s OK to Be Different



Sharing Time:

• What are other children’s books about 
diversity that you recommend?





Activity 8: Multicultural Japan Project

My students are asked to create something that will make Japan more 
multicultural.

They are given a few months to work on this in groups and they are asked to 
plan, implement, and evaluate it.

They need to do most of the planning outside of class.

They start working on this after we have explored things like: what it means to 
be Japanese, racism and prejudice in Japan, majority privilege. 

They also have the opportunity to participate in an LGBTQ+ workshop and a 
workshop about Ainu culture.



Example: Training 
Manual for Teachers



Example: 
Diversity Karuta

• I need 10 volunteers to 
play.





Example: 
Gender Book



• https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-
aEwXojsZL05RYB28ivezTH3ugSiJkd0ER2oZAFj
XYE/edit?usp=sharing



Video Clip: ABC’s What would you do?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6i_8ZWBE-5U



Video Clip: Multicultural Commercials

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2WGzdc_99U



Activity 9: Improv Game

• Think of creative ways to use this clapper.

• Each group picks a winner who gets to keep 
the clapper.



Step to Intercultural Communication Training

(Brislin & Yoshida, 1994)

AWARENESS

KNOWLEDGE

EMOTIONS 

SKILLS



Circle Reflection



tomokoyoshida414@gmail.com

mailto:tomokoyoshida414@gmail.com?subject=




Extras: Clip from Outsourced

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGKCkvNk_zI
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