Final Action Research Report 2016
Tomoko Narita

1. Title: Teaching Grammar Communicatively
2. Teaching context:
1) Level: 1¢t year of college of technology
2) Class size: 43 students x 2 classes
3) Time: 90 min. x 1/week
4) Textbook: Vision Quest English Expression I (Keirinkan)
5) Problems:

«The old way of teaching grammar is not effective and students cannot improve their
English competence in spite of their high potential abilities.

- Students can only read, while they neither write nor speak English at all.
3. Goals:
- Students become able to use grammar as a means of communication.
« Students become able to read grammar reference books to get grammar knowledge by
themselves.

4. What I did:
(1) Focus-on-form instruction, with both input and output activities
(2) Introducing Conversation Strategies
(3) Introducing Performance tests in July and December
(4) Self-evaluation after performance test
(5) Questionnaires in April and December
5. Results:
@ Students’ questionnaires (¢see "Results of questionnaire (about 85 students)”)

@ Teacher’s survey

6-1 What I learned from students’ questionnaires
(1) The number of students who like English increased a little, and the number of students who

like English very much doubled. This is kind of a miracle at Kosen where most of the

students
don’t like English. But the number of students who dislike English also increased. I

expectedthat more students would come to like English but it could not be made happen.

There
should be multiple factors, and one of them may be leaning English itself has become more
difficult than it was in junior high, and it forced them to have strong feeling of likes and
dislikes
of English. Of course the difficulty of my Tasks is another factor. Easier tasks should be

introduced.
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(2) The number of students who think themselves good at English decreased. I can infer that
more and more new grammar items are introduced one after another at every lesson, the
students were overwhelmed and they felt that there were too many things to learn. This
happens every year and is one of the biggest problems in learning all the grammar items in

only
one year. Ifsome items can be left undone in the first year to be learned in the second year, it
would make the students feel less stress, and it may result in increase of their preference of
English. This problem should be shared and discussed among all the teachers in my school
and there may be a necessity of the change of the curriculum.

(3) More than half of the students found communication activities helpful in understanding
grammar. This shows that communication activities are effective and indispensable in
grammar learning. This feeling of the students is also shown in their free comments as

follows.

(4) Tne third of the students find it difficult to do the homework grammar explanation sheets.
This shows that reading grammar reference book by themselves is not easy for them. Lately,
more and more young people are becoming reluctant to read books, and this reading and
searching homework may have been too difficult and as a result, the number of students who
said they are good at English decreased as shown in table 2.

(5) More than 80% of the students could finish the homework grammar explanation sheets in less
than two hours. Two hours is proper length of working hour for them to read the reference

book,
because this lesson is given only once a week and they need extra hours to learn English at
home except for the lesson hours.

(6) 70% of the students find pair work fun in December. There was a 10% increase in the from

April.

Getting used to doing it, students could enjoy pair work.

(7 There was only a little increase in the number of sentences they can write. I didn’t have the
students write much this year and it resulted in this way. Next year, I'm going to have them
write more often.

(8) There was 30% decrease in the number of students who feel unable to speak longer than 1
minutes. They had a lot of chances to talk not only in TASKs but also answer checks and so
on, while they were encouraged to use conversation strategies. Conversation strategies let
them feel easier to talk longer.

(9) As many as 38% students find performance tests not fun very much. According to their free
comments, many students were very nervous about the test when they were videotaped. But
videotaping is indispensable for evaluation.

(10) There was 30% increase in the number of students who think performance test are useful.

Students prepared for the test very well and this experience was beneficial for them. Now
that they feel performance tests are useful, it is very important to let them enjoy performance

tests. I have to seek for the way.
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(11) Communicative grammar teaching can have the students feel they could improve not only
grammatical competence but also speaking and writing competence. Another important
finding was that the students don’t get used to reading grammar reference books at all. I

have to reconsider the way of using reference books. I will think of using it like a dictionary.

6-2. What I learned from teacher survey
One co-working teacher used the same handouts and helped me in making explanation sheets and

test making. He used to do perfect lectures on grammar but this year, he suggested that we take
the same teaching procedure.

The survey disclosed that he found grammar and communication can exist together, mechanical
drills and explicit explanation is not very important, we need not cover all grammar items, fluency
is more important than accuracy, performance test are essential. And teacher collaboration is
essential. This result shows that he understands the new procedure is better than the old

teacher-centered lecture lessons.

7. Future Issues
- With regards to tasks, they are very effective, so I have to make easier tasks to make it more
comprehensible and interesting. Task is the most important entrance to grammar for the
students.
- I will have them write more sentences and essays and have them feel more confident in writing.
« I will change the way how the students use the reference book. Expecting the students to read
through all the contents may have bee too much. While using the textbook mainly, the
reference '
book may be referred to when more precise explanations are necessary.
+ As I work with communicative grammar teaching, I come to be convinced of its effectiveness.
So,
I'd like my co-working teachers to know it and try the way to know how good it is for the
students.
I could share the experience with one teacher, so next year, I will go on to invite the other
teachers

to my classes and ask for their comments.
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AR Lesson Plan: for February
English Expression |
Tomoko Narita
National Institute of Technology, Numazu College

1. Level: ¥ graders of National College of Technology ( 16-17 years olds )
2. Class size: 43 students

Class time: 90 minutes, once a week
3. Textbook: Framework English Grammar in 23 Lessons, Kirihara Shoten
4. Goals

1) Students learn English grammar through input tasks.

2) Students express their ideas through output tasks.

3) Students learn grammar by reading a grammar reference book independently so
that they can keep on learning and referring to it to solve any questions about
grammar in the future.

4) Students get used to conversation strategies while working on tasks and improve
their skill of communication.

5. Objectives
1) Students learn gerunds through input and output activities.

6. Today’ s class procedure

1) Input task on gerund

2) Noticing on gerund

3) Output task on gerund

4) Checking homework on gerund ( Self-checking with answer sheet )

5) Common error sharing ( Teacher’s lecture )

7. What | found

Since students had learned a little about gerunds ( and infinitives ) at junior high schools,
they seemed not to have much difficulty in understanding it. Most of the students walked around
actively asking questions and answering, as most of the students are diligent and smart. ~ This activity
was supposed to be a part of the second performance test, which | didn't tell them while they were
doing it.

8. Future Issues

According to the questionnaires they answered in December, some students wrote that they
want to be given more lectures. Besides, | have noticed that | haven't have the students do enough
output such as writing sentences and common errors feedback, because there are only 30 classes in a
year, virtually 2 fewer, | have to be in a hurry covering as many grammar items as possible. Is is a big
problem to solve whether to take up fewer grammar items to deal with one grammar item with more
activities including advanced output.
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The Best Job for You! g2 INPUT

First, let's read the sentences and job !
There are 10 people. What job is best for each of them? Choose one job from the choices

back.

( ) A
( )B
( )C
( )D
( JE
( )F
( )G
( JH

s repeating after the teacher and circle the words you hear.
on the

. | like to make things.

Im good at ( doing / to do ) minute tasks.(iiA>72{t:%)

: | enjoy ( reading / to read ) and | am very interested in books.

| love to make things in order. (#% ¥4 3)

: | enjoy ( playing / to play ) with young children.

| am good at ( to draw / drawing ) pictures and folding ORIGAMI.

: | have decided ( working / to work ) for the world peace.

| am a strong martial artist. (EKE%)

: I hope ( helping / to help ) injured people. (A#E#)

I'm not afraid of ( touching / to touch ) blood.

: | love to teach new knowledge to students.

I'm very interested in ( studying / to study ) science.

: | am interested in (trying / to try ) new medicine (E2E)

I am good at ( weighing / to weigh ) things. (1% 3t&+3)

: I love climbing up a high tree..

I dont mind ( being bitten / to be bitten ) by bugs.

: I wish (working / to work ) to improve relationships between Japan and

other countries. (AAR LA EDBMEE B T3 7-0i7)
I am organized (JUEE CH#E) and courageous. (BR.23H B).

: | have good eyesight.  (#.47)

[ can escape (to drink / drinking ) for 24 hours before my duty. ({£59F)
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JOBS to choose from
a pilot
a gardener ( FEEM )
a pharmacist ( ZLHIEf )
a diplomat ( 9MFE )
a police officer ( #82E )
a doctor
a Kosen teacher
a librarian ( EETE )
ajeweler (EAREA)
anursery nurse (181 )

| Noticing  THEIZEARERES DD,

I enjoy reading.  ( ) DFE
I hope to help injured people. ( ) BATW3
I love climbing up a tree. ( ) BKRLFZE

I am interested in trying new medicine. ( ) 2B H
D

I decided to work for the world peace. ( ) BLICERDT

to —~
} ~
~ing
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Recruiting Agent - You're cut out for this job!  Lessons 14 i OUTPUT®) (i)
( JRg=H ) (ZOfEgRERICEYF U T)

You are a recruiting agent. ( JREESHOHE )

1) First, think of three jobs you like to offer to people.

~lEEwd Ui

olin e 2T R T R THEI0RAG IO o0 (=
JOB P " ' OHERIZE v & YA
(Eh4a 5 - REGAEE-T!) AREE 5)
(f1) He wants to work very hard. Ezie ‘
a doctor He is good at doing handicrafts. {57370 by
Takanori Fukushima
He doesn’t mind seeing or touching blood. C o e vt Gl & hanid)
He likes

He is good at

He doesn’t mind

He wants

He is good at

You don’t mind

He enjoys

He is good at

He doesn’t mind

3) Third, interview your classmates about his/her character.
If he/she is cut out for the job, advise him/her to get the job.
Write his/her name on the right boxes.

The jobs I got from my friends are... (KiE»6H, HARZICEHONMEHEEZ S 1)
( ) ( i )
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wI3E FE HATIUL

BARBTEEFRHN XD @B/ B ITEIN, RETREBFENXD @I /HE) <D,
B REBEEZELOTIVEL.
S

STEP1 Zi%iR
1) not DAE
XEE (BIEEETE) My sister doesn’t like swimming.
BB E - not ZBETDEHHD( MZEL,
Bill is from New Zealand, not Australia. ({3 DEETE)
She married him not because he was rich, but because she loved him. (12JY DEMEE)
WA BEFEBEL =D, MAEHEEHS TR WEBLTLV=DDFE, not A but B TATIEALT
Bl
MRDIXD not KEELTULVHEEIC #BIL\T, BEROBLVEEZ LS,
Our teacher didn’ t tell us to clean the classroom. [4E4E(%
Our teacher told us not to clean the classroom. (44 (%

2)never DAZE - HBUVEE. FEDREHS( YERIZAWLD
HWITRLUTREISBILER A late for class.
¥never [ (always 4> sometime ERIL) HEZ R TRBIFALDO T, XPDOLEIFET S,
—ABBNEAD (F1.7#) . be BIEAD (BT %) I128<,
Q: BLTDOXD2HFRIZ never EANIESLY — He takes a rest but he is tired.

3)no DAL - ( YERIZRAWS, ( YREIZH( YARRIZHER S,
TEBITIREM LY, We have on Saturday.
FBICIEBELOBIELN,  Thereis in the box.

(money XA ONENWREELFATHB)
4)no DDOW-BEEE

no one / nobody AIZfES

none A/YIZ{ES none of ~I ~ M ~f[E - LN JDF (of LLFIX3IDLLEDIFFEDOLD)
2DDBEIE neither of ~MEBBH~ALN)

nothing $BI={#S5

B4ERBITHLEFOBWVICEZLGI D=,
0 2 MOPRIZELSLRBNEL=-LDTIEALY,

of the novels written by Soseki.

hardly/ scarcely (FIEf) MFEAE~LLN] FREEIZDOLT)
FFBDENFEAELILLEMST=,

@seldom/ rarely (BUiR) &Hot=lc~%iLy]  GHEIZDLNT)
FAORIETO>=IZFLEZERELY,
XNVThEXDEDELBIZCHH L. never EREIHE. ( ) BhER DRI ( YEIBRDSLATHS.

@a OfFLNTULVEELY, few/ little (FBEE) - few+ ( ) BEL. little+ ( ) RE
Xfew (X, litte IXE 2SS,
I have a few CDs. (FER : )
I have few CDs.  (FIiR : )

0. #EICWET, KEIZE->TWWAKERT., EBNEZARMIRIEESTL £ 55,
Oh, my god! I have (a little water / little water ) in my canteen.
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Results of the students’questionnaires

Results

Table1: Do you like English? Table2: Are you good at English?

In December

in April alesvery in December In April
miuch, u Yes, very
much
= yes
- Yoy
& Neither like :
dislik = Nether
nor dislike e e :
= No,not
very. « Mo, not
really
m Dislike

= No, not at
an,

Table3: Did communicative activities help to understand
grammar?

Table4: Do you find Grammar explanation sheet homework difficult?

In December

In April

= Not
ditficult,

= Yes, very much.
mYes.

u Neither yes or no.
= Not, really.

= Not at all.

Table5: How many hours do you take to do grammer explanation

sheet homework?

in April

3

#1102 howrs
§ s

more Than )

nosrs

in December

&

= Someti
mes
difficult.

o Pratty
difficult.

" Very
difficult.

Table6: Do you like pair work?

in April

u Vary
much.

. Yes,

# Not
really.
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Table7: How many sentences can you write? Table8: How long can you talk pairs?

in December in April
in April
Pl e ‘
‘ o 3 sentences = =
'ée?\’lgnces

= more than 3 minutes

No sentences 4
. = 1to 2 minutes

= 1 minutes
= 1 or 2 utterances

Table9: Do you enjoy performance tests? Table10: Is performance tests useful?
in April in December in April
E 2
m Yes, very much = Yes, very useful,
m Yes. “ mYes
= Nether yes nor => = Neither yes norno. =
' na. = Not really.
= No,
= Not at all

= Not at all

Table11: What competence have you acquired through this class?

® Grammar

® speaking

o writing

4 expressing
myself

u reading

= autonomy

® using grammar
reference book
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AR7 s —} (4A/12 8] OFFCHAOWTEFREFNEZLEZHOTIEEL,
1. [ /) SR ®E&EEIFETTh,
ALTHLIFE BEhibiFzx CELLTLARVW DAHITVHEETRY EHN
2. [/ ] bREIEBENBETIN,
ALTLBEY BIhIHBEN CLLLTLARY DIHEVHAETLL EEFFEX
3.0 / 1bhrEaiaz=sr—rasEBZELT, XENERTEDIL TRV ELED,
ATV, &TH Ba\, LLIE CELLTLAY DWVWWi, HEY EFoBETELN
4. [ / ] BEBZHEATELHIBATY > M, BEHELTRHOERELWTT D,
ABEL<S2Y  BALELWEESELHS  CHARVEFLTWVS  DIFFCEETHD
( / ]18EB2EZLBOGHETY Y FEEELLTR3OICFHLTENRL BWIFHNY

5.
E3h,
Al BRI B.1~28%f C2~3FM D3 EFREILLL
6. [ / ]RFI—=ZITHOVWTEIBMLETVETH,

AFOLY  BEbEhiolLly  ChERHTHFLAE DRI
L / JAEIEBLEEATA~OER : FhiZARETT, BRAZBATIES,
F. VFAA—RELFETHIORBLLNMD . REORAPIENRZ OISO
U, REEEIBEIIRDIND . DFHLVLA, Bk EEERBEH LI
[/ 1CE-iIEDEEXFA~OER : 2Rz E T, BREBATIES Y,
7. BEICROT. ALAhE—HBICROIBENREFENDL
A. EFELEETHERLRLSTEVDD
7.0 / 1R7TI—IERoEHK, ROV LEFE LD D Noticing E7i% Grammar Check 73
HETH, ENHVDRERT, FLOIEA—MIR I I EHHRTVETD,
AKEBEWVLSOLERS 2 eAHED BSBLEOBRETR IS T EMNHEKD
CEASTAHRIISFRMTHS DIFLALRSTARY
8. [ / ]EBTXEZENSHBVEL ZEAMHRETD,
7. 15 XLUEBTFD, 4. 5L OVARLEITE, V. 1~2XR2bEITE, . XRFITRY,
9. [ / ] BRI EBTENRLS BVWERFFETEDL LBV ETH,
A 3L ERERD B.1~25<K bW bifdd CAHWVEWLIHFL HW D.—&. ZELK b LMEER R
10. [ / J7R74—<ATAMIBLWTT),
ALTHELY  BEhEhELYL  CrLLELVEZARY DHEVRELIALY  E£IELIARN
11. [ / 1774 —=YRAFRMIBIZIDLBWETH,
AL THHR/ICSID BEHEHB/IZUTD CELLELWVXRY D.HEVH/IILIV ElJizaxw
12. HAREEFUFOIXEFHEICOVWT, ALK OLWEETERLEBVETD,

XHEWIH A X< bhotl- BKESH-7z CHELARNVEZANEN DIFLAEHEOR
], A}
XOME (FREIX., B L) A B C D
ORI A B C D
EAREEH (B - 8% - KB A B C D
REXT LBETET A B C D
Bhihaa A B C D
ZHE A B C D
RER A B C D
B4 A B C D
syddl A B C D
Bt A B C D
224 A B C D

13. ZOREEZTTEDLIRANDEE LN, BEMNITENTLEE N,
14, BEOHFSZTNTLIEE N,
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