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Achievement rate of the stated goals for QUEST22

My goal was to find a way to create a world where no one is left behind. In Ireland,
I felt that the Celtic culture was treated with great respect. Few people speak
Celtic, but there were signs in Celtic alongside English on electronic signs and
billboards in buses. I also sensed that they value Celtic culture in other ways. Take
sports, for example. Gaelic football is the sport of the Celtic people and is very
major in the country. However, there are very few non-Irish people who play it,
even if you search all over the world. If it were me, I would think that I would like
to learn something that is accepted worldwide, but I could sense that Irish people
value their traditions. I actually went to a stadium and watched a national football
tournament. People from as young as kindergarten to as old as college students
were playing. I realized that this was a sport that I had been familiar with since
childhood. I knew that the culture was built with Celtic tribes who were then in
the position of immigrants, but when I experienced it, I felt it extraordinarily. The
teacher also told me that although Celtic is now a minority language, young people
are using Celtic to cover major songs. I could feel that traditions are still being
passed down and cherished today. I could see new forms of tradition and culture.

There are churches all over the town, and I realized how different it is that there
are churches in Japan, but not this many. On the other hand, I did not know how
much the local people believed in Christianity. There were not many people
worshipping in churches on weekdays.

Food culture, lifestyle, religion, etc. are completely different between Japan and
Ireland, but I was able to enjoy my life in Ireland. In other words, I believe that
people can live well even if their life differs from that of their home country. I was
blessed with an environment that allowed me to live a comfortable life. I believe
that Japan would be a better country if the immigration system in Japan were also
made in consideration of the environment. For example, I was able to use the
washing machine and dryer easily because the manuals had detailed instructions
on how to use them. Also, a certain number of Japanese do not like the influx of
other cultures, but I think it is a good thing that they do not completely merge,
combine, and create new trends. I thought that even if we do not fully accept others,
acknowledging each other will lead to a world where no one is left behind. Now it

1s my turn to be kind to others.



Achievement rate of the stated goals for QUEST22

My goal for QUEST was to improve my English skills like
communication or English conversation. To be honest, I think my
achievement rate is 80% because I could talk to some strangers in English. I
am shy so I am not good at talking to strangers in Japan, but I strongly
wanted to talk with native speakers and improve my English communication
skills. At first, I hesitated to speak English in front of local people such as
clerks because I did not have confidence for my English pronunciation. I
realized that I could not tell what I wanted to say if I did not have any
confidence. One day in class, “I recommend you to talk to strangers if you
want to improve your English skills”, our teacher said. After that, I was
conscious of communicating with strangers. In Japan, people who do not
know each other usually do not talk to at the store, the sightseeing, and so
on, however, people in Ireland like talking with others even if they are
strangers. It was the biggest gap for me.

I had thought that I must speak English correctly, for example, proper
words, expressions or pronunciation. The thought made me depressed about
speaking English, but it was not important to communicate with people.
Local people can understand my poor English, so I think it is more important
for us to talk without hesitation. My final goal is to improve my English
skills and to enjoy talking in English. In the case of Japanese conversation,
we can talk forever if we enjoy talking. On the other hand, we cannot
continue talking if one person feels the conversation is boring or
uncomfortable. It is also related to English conversation. I focused on
continuing a fun conversation rather than using proper grammar. I was
really happy when people understood my English and we could have good
communication. I think I had it with my teacher and my classmates,
Brazilian students. Brazilian students also came there to study English, so
they often talked to us. I am very nervous to speak English in front of native
speakers, but I was not nervous in front of them because their English was
not perfect as well. Our conversation was not perfect, but we enjoyed talking
so I could talk a lot.

Finally, what I regret is that I relied on my friend too much, for
example, she often talked to people when we searched for some good
restaurants. If I get an opportunity to go abroad someday, I will try to do it
by myself.



Achievement rate of the stated

My goal for QUEST22 was to create many opportunities to speak
English by talking to people on my own and to go to various places and
interact with many people. However, there were some foreigners in the other
buildings, and I was able to talk to them when I was sitting on a bench and
interact with them on my own. There were also many Japanese exchange
students, and I had many connections with Japanese people in Kansai and
Tokyo. In many cases, I was introduced to foreign friends, and when my
friends and I were talking, my foreign friends approached me and introduced
me to them. After that, we exchanged social networking services and
deepened our relationship. In terms of visiting various places, I went out to
various tourist spots and city centers with my friends from the Department
of Modern English with the goal of conversing with shopkeepers and people
in town. I tried to go out as much as possible when I had time, not only to
famous sightseeing spots but also to cafes recommended by international
students who told me about them. As a result, I mastered how to ride the bus,
asked people around me what I did not understand, and enjoyed speaking
English with store clerks without feeling nervous. In class, we had many
opportunities to form pairs, have conversations, and express our opinions and
thoughts, and I was able to communicate a lot with my classmates. In
particular, with two Brazilians in my class, we were able to chat about each
other's customs, anime, and many other topics due to the cultural differences
between Japan and Brazil. I was very active in class, asking questions to the
teacher after class about grammar points that I did not understand during
class. During this study abroad program in Ireland, I was not only able to
accomplish the goal of creating opportunities to speak English, but I was also
able to notice and experience various things and learn about cultural
differences. In Ireland and other countries, people have a strong sense of
"spend money and time on yourself," and in conversations I realized that
Japanese people care too much about others. I feel that I was able to gain
more than just English ability and experience, as these ideas can be gained
by actually going abroad, talking, and experiencing things.

I was able to achieve my goals during this study abroad program and
it was also a very good experience. And I strongly felt that I want to be able

to speak English more.



Achievement rate of the stated goals for QUEST22

When I participate in QUEST22, I had two goals: improving my
English skills and improving my communication skills. In order to improve
my English skills, I thought it was important to participate in local activities
and communicate with local people. In order to improve my communication
skills, I thought it was important to get involved with people I had little
contact with during my university life. I do not think I was able to achieve
these two goals perfectly, but I think I did the best I could.

First, I feel that I have not been able to improve my English skills
much. However, I was able to participate in local activities and communicate
with people. I had many opportunities to listen to English by participating in
local tours and listening to audio guides at museums. Also, when I went to
store, I had opportunities to speak English by asking the store clerk for
recommendations. In addition, I was able to speak English and learn about
other countries by eating lunch and going out with people from other
countries. However, when I spoke with my Japanese friends, I naturally spoke
in Japanese, so I think I could have had more opportunities to speak English
by trying to converse with my friends in English. Also, I think it helped me
improve my English skills.

Next, I think I was able to improve my communication skills to some
extent. Even though I was at the same university, there were people I had
never been involved with until we went to QUEST22, but by the time we got
back to Japan, I started talking to everyone. Also, I started talking to people
from other Japanese universities not only during class, but also during breaks
and when we passed each other. I would like to communicate to value my
relationships with these people.

Before I went there, I was worried about whether I would be able to
do well and what I would do if my English could not be understood at all.
However, when I arrived at the site and tried to communicate with various
people, I was able to convey most of the things if I tried hard with the feeling
of trying to convey it. I felt that it is more important to try to convey
something rather than being too conscious of trying to convey it well, both in
terms of improving English skills and communication skills. I think that

participating in QUEST22 was a good experience.



Achievement rate of the stated goals for QUEST22

I wanted to improve my English Speaking and Listening skill
before I participate in QUEST22. By living there, I was able to
communicate in English, and it was a lot of fun and I was able to study.
During class, shopping, taking tours, and flying, I had many opportunities
to speak and ask questions in English. I saw all of them as chances to
improve my English skills, and actively spoke English in various situations.
I thought that correct pronunciation is more important than correct
grammar in everyday conversation. There were many foreigners in my class,
so I didn't have many opportunities to use Japanese. I had to use English
when I asked my classmates questions I didn't understand. As a result, I
became able to speak simple English instantly.

Another achievement was that I was able to learn about Irish
culture. I really enjoyed learning about Irish fast fashion and local cuisine,
and being able to shop and eat there. It was my first time to go abroad, so I
didn't know anything about life outside of Japan. I was able to enjoy
learning about Irish culture in class. Going to an English-speaking country
and feeling the difference from Japan was an important experience in a
different way from language learning.

I also aimed to improve my TOEIC and TOEFL scores. No results
yet. However, I found the listening test a little easier than before. I think
this is the result of communicating in English with many local people and
classmates during QUEST22. However, I didn't do much with reading
problems. During QUEST22, I had many opportunities to read English,
such as store signs, menus, emails, and textbooks. However, I often used
dictionaries and translators because I was afraid of making mistakes. Lack
of vocabulary and speedy reading skills. Therefore, I cannot solve the
problem in time. This still needs improvement. However, I think this can be
improved by studying in Japan. Therefore, I would like to continue studying
TOEIC and TOEFL. I'm about to start job hunting, so I'd like to focus on my
English test.

I got into trouble. However, thanks to the cooperation of many
people, I was able to complete QUEST22. Not only did I learn English, but I
was able to grow. I am grateful to many people, and I will continue to study
English and do my best to be able to respond flexibly in any situation.
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