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+ Never in our history does it seem more urgent than now to
cultivate and harness critical-thinking skills in order to
grapple with contemporary challenges.

« MAOEREICIYAL T, HEMEENEREL ERTHILN
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2 ARE LANGUAGE TEACHERS HEROES?

Can they make world peace?

+ We are currently living in a world of volatility, uncertainty,
complexity, and ambiguity (VUCA) (Mack et al., 2016).

+ BhihIEBUE, ERIE. TR, ML, BRI (VUCA) ANIRY #<
HR(CEETHET (Mack et al., 2016).
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= all of us (e.g., students, teachers, researchers, administrators,
and policy makers) must be able to reorient and recreate
ourselves, as well as language education, so that our day-to-
day practice and research can cater to language teaching and
learning in the new times.
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7 TO COPEWITH GLOBALIZATION

Students need to develop not only language and
communication skills but also critical thinking and
expression skills in order to solve problems.

MEXT: Five Proposals for English Education

Reform to Cope with Globalization

10 LANGUAGE TEACHERS' HIDDEN AGENDA

* Bring the students
out of the silo
«Let them open the

door to the world

10

8 STUDENTS NEED:

« Critical thinking skills to understand and tackle with
“contemporary challenges”

+ Language and communication skills to work
collaboratively on a global basis

1l WHAT CAN TEACHERS DO?

= Train students to express and exchange their
points of view

11

9 AVERAGE STUDENTS IN JAPAN

* do not read newspapers.

* do not watch TV.

* use SNS heavily.

« search only for information they are interested in.

They are often not aware of important world issues.

B Y TR VR

9

12 THAT WILL ENHANCE THEIR

* Language skills
* Communication skills
* Critical thinking skills
All at the same time!

empowering them to open the door to the world

W I PR
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13 STUDENTS:

» think about a topic or an issue

* express their views

*know their classmates’ views

* adjust their ideas or change their mind
*learn to be flexible and open-minded

* learn the language by doing the above

13

16 SAMPLE

Cats are better pets than dogs.
A: What do you think?
B: I really agree.

How about you?

A: | disagree!

16

14 LET'STRY EXCHANGING VIEWS

14

* A man and a woman can never be friends
without being lovers.

L7

15 WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Use one of these expressions.
* | agree,

* | really agree,

* | disagree.

* | really disagree.

B 0

15

* On a date, the man should always pay.

18
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19

* A guy with green hair is crazy.

2

* Humans will never stop war.

BB A T T VI N

22

20

20

« A teacher should always dress professionally in class.

23 ISN'T EXCHANGING VIEWS FUN?

«Students enjoy it too!
« |t satisfies their intellectual curiosity.

+Natural and meaningful communication in EFL
classrooms

23

21

21

*Humans should eat less meat.

24 CAN LOWER-LEVEL STUDENTS DO IT?

With support, they can!

24
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25 WITH PROPER SUPPORT STUDENTS CAN:

* Enjoy communication
* Learn the language
* Develop critical thinking skills

* Become aware of important issues

25

28 THE STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH

28

26 STUDENTS' COMMENTS (UNEDITED)

* | didn't think about world's news before. However, |
could become aware of current issues through this
lesson.

* There are some topics that | have never thought .
Through this class, | knew many serious problems and
those were interesting for me.

26

29 THESE CONDITIONS NEEDED

There is a lot
of language
support.

The issue is
interesting. clear.

The topic is

29

27

« | got a lot of opportunities to express my opinion
through comment sheets and pair discussion.

* In this class | thought my opinions many times. | worked
on it seriously. That's why | felt that way (developed
critical thinking).

27

30 |.CHOOSEAN INTERESTING TOPIC

Friendship SNS  Capital punishment  Food waste
Smart phone addiction Cosmetic surgery  Cloning pets
Global warming  International marriages ~ Supernatural

Eating meat  Appearance Bullying
Learning English ~ Chat GPT Al

30

War and peace
Your idea:
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31 2A.CREATE A UNIQUE POINT OFVIEW THAT
CAN BE CONTROVERSIAL.

* Topic: Learning English
* POV
Avoid: “Learning English is very important.”

Present: “We don't need English.”

31

34 FOR EXAMPLE:

* Sample opinions
«Sample reasons to support the opinions

« Text itself is full of easy and useful words and
expressions that students can pick up and use

34

32 2B.PRESENT THE ISSUE WITH AN IMPACT,
USING EASY ENGLISH

« Create a short text (an article, a letter, a dialog, a
monolog, etc.) expressing the stance.

« An article or video clip in Japanese is also
effective

32

35 LET'S LOOKAT A LESSON

« from Impact Issues 3 edition

35

33 3. GIVE LANGUAGE SUPPORT

+ Use strategies to help students
overcome linguistic insufficiency
+ Scaffold!
« Fill the gap between
their linguistic level

and intellectual level.

TOPICS (BOOK 2)

first impression international relationship
big city or small town? create another future
learning a new language rumor
getting ahead government control
forever single ask Annie
what are friends for? what makes you happy?

| immigration
love , romance, marriage
dressing properly
capital punishment

your online past
taking care of father
getting a good job
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What's for

lunch?

lifestyle, food choices,
the environment

Get Ready

Wark with a partner. Ask snd answer these questions

1. Vibat do you ususly eat For biesklast, kunch snd dinner?
2. Wehat your favorite food?

3. How ohen do you st mest?

37

40

Step 3
*+ Present the issue with an impact, using easy English

monologue, article, dialogue, etc.

40

18 Step 2
Create a unique/controversial point of view
eating meat
ordinary POV

"Eating meat is not good for health”

38

L g
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READ AND USTEN
Two friand. asa talhing sboit whers 18 have hinch Do they sgres un whers 1o eat?
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Step 2
3 Create a unique/controversial point of view
eating meat

Unique - controversial POV
“Eating meat destroys the environment”

39

42

Understand the Situation

o CHECK YOUR COMPREMENSION

Work with a partner Are the Lentesces true or IalsaT Circle T ot F "

Ry rT—

(e
2w
3™
a s

DRAMANC READING
Work wath & partner R

LANGUAGE PUZZLE
Find vimilar agre
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To deepen understanding, find multiple wa

topic/text
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43 Step 4: Give students scaffolding and support for expressing their
point of view

46

Once learners have
developed their
point of view,
provide a structured
opportunity to
express it to others,

Q e o e Model

' e Brainstorm
Organize
Present
Feedback

Presentations

44

scaffolded
choices

47

* Let's watch the video.

STEP 4!

Step 4: Give students a structured opportunity to “present” their
point of view to others

45

48 “PRESENTATION" DOES NOT HAVETO BE
TO THE WHOLE CLASS

* Pair presentation is fine.

*You might try class presentation if students are
ready.

48

7 0 A N N




2023/7/17

49 GIVE MORE INFORMATION

= Online articles

7 Reasons Why Eating Meat is bad for the Environment
* Newspaper clips
* Videos (You-tube)

WHAT IFTHEWORLD WENT VEGETARIAN?

URL: hups:/iwww.youtube.com/watchiv=ANUoAdXfA60

49

52 (NOT EDITED)

= Ethan should not force his values on Maya. If someone
says " Don't eat meat for the environment!" to me
suddenly, | cannot accept the opinion. It is because | love
eating meat. We have another method to save the
environment except being vegetarian. Being vegetarian is
extraordinary and unrealistic idea for most people.

52

50 MY STUDENTS' POV FROM 2020 CLASS

Unit 7 What's for lunch?

+ Roughly two different reaction groups
- Impossible to stop eating meat!
- We've got to start action!

50

53 (SLIGHTLY EDITED)

We've got to start action.

*To be honest | didn't know well about reducing our
consumption of meat or dairy products will save the
environment and protect the future. | think we need to
save the environment, but it's difficult for many people in
the world to stop or reduce eating meat suddenly. So we
need to share this idea with more people and have to do
something we can do to save.

53

5] (NCT EDITED)

Impossible to stop eating meat!

« | am close to Maya's idea. Of course, | think it's good to
have a vegetable life for health and the environment. But
meat is delicious and used in any dish, so it's very difficult
for us to live without meat. In addition, there are other
ways to protect the environment. | like to enjoy my favorite
food.

51

54 (NOTEDITED)

« | think we should try lo decrease the amount of meat to eat.
This is a serious and difficult issue. From those arlicles Ms
Yamanaka attached, | have learned why Ethan avoid to eat
meat and understood the importance to reduce the amount of
meat consumption. | was so surprised that about 80% of
farmland is used to grow foad for liveslock. | think the best thing
we do is to spread this theory. In fact, | did not know this “eating
meat destroys the Earth.” However, | thought that | should work
on it after | have known it. Therefore, spreading this theory can
reduce meat consumption.

54
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55 LAW MAJORS' POV FROM 2021 CLASS

* Writing class
* They loved knowing other students’ views
* They LOVE meat!

55

58

“Critical thinking is reasonable and reflective thinking
focused on deciding what to believe or do”
(Ennis, 201 1).

AEEL2d. METIAENROILHBIC
K#lcL-< Y eHRBI L

58

56 LET'STRY ANOTHER LESSON

56

59 DEFINITION OF CRITICAL THINKING

“Critical thinking...means making reasoned judgments”
(Beyer, 1995).

MELAELTHETEIL

—

59

57 WHAT IS CRITICAL THINKING?

HEHIENBE S 7

57

60 MY IDEA OF CRITICAL THINKING

» Critical thinking is the ability to think deeply to
arrive at a fair judgment.

s SLEATEDLYERET 50 (BEHETN)

60
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61 “IN MYTEACHING, | FOCUS ON HELPING MY
STUDENTS TO:

« differentiate between fact and opinion
* examine assumption, including their own

* be flexible and open minded as they look for
explanations, causes, and solutions to problems”

(Day, 2003)

61

64 CBI

More effective than
traditional approach (Grabe
and Stroller, 1997), because
students can be extensively

exposed to “comprehensible
input” (Krashen, 1982, 1985)

When we are focused on the
content, the language part

becomes secondary, or less
conscious. (closer to LI
acquisition)

64

62 THROUGH THIS APPROACH STUDENTS DEVELOP
CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS/ATTITUDES

They
* show respect for others’ opinions and experience.
« appreciate diverse values and viewpoints,

* develop empathy with others,

62

65 CBI PRINCIPLES & ASSUMPTIONS

+ Language learning is more engaging when students are
focusing on something other than language, such as
ideas, issues and opinions.

* Classroom needs to be filled with real and meaningful
communication where information is exchanged.

hetps: 't based-ing 16143752

65

63 | LIKETHIS APPROACH

* Critical thinking attitude/skills developed

* Students get engaged

* A lot of comprehensible input & many output chances
* A content-based approach

* Learning “deeply” leads to behavior changes

7 a0 A & e D

63

66 | LIKETHIS APPROACH

» Critical thinking attitude/skills developed

* Students get engaged

* A lot of comprehensible input & many output chances
* A content-based approach

+ Learning “deeply” leads to behavior changes

66
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67 EXAMPLES OF (VISIBLE) BEHAVIOR CHANGE

« Before | started taking this class, | didn't watch any news or read
newspapers at all. However, recently | check out topics | am
interested in on the Internet. (2017).

* | wasn't interested in current issues or international issues, but
after taking this class, | check news or websites. (2019)

* Thanks to this course, | have come to check Japan Times at least
once a week and become knowledgeable. (2019)

70

GOOD OB, HEROES!

let's keep working for world peace!

67 70

68 ARE LANGUAGE TEACHERS HEROES!

Can they make world peace?

68

69 THE SCENARIO

* They guide students to become aware of world issues.
* Students think deeply about how to solve them.

* Students take actions and work collaboratively on a
global basis.

* The world becomes better.

i 1l G Y e N

69
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