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Quick question: Number of words in the English
Language:

How many words do you think there are in the
lish language? Think about the largest

dictionaries you know of. Think about all the
special words like scientific and medical words. f O O

Discuss it with a tew people next to you and make
your guesses.

Another quick question: f . - Discussion question:

earn an average of 1

eau at between 22,000~30,0
Why do you think so? Discuss several
reasons and then present to the class
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Problem 1: after 10-12 years of study, Problem 2: English Reading Materials
learners don't Know enough words Too Hard

& 4 e

Wi

2,000

0 WORDS, EFL STUDENTS CAN READ... WITH 2000 WORDS, EFL STUDENTS CAN READ. ..

KING ME.

00 WORDS Bl ST NS AR : Reading and Guessing from Context...

S & When reading a text,
NEW CROWN : o students of course will not
know many words...

FINANCIAL TIMES

What percentage of
words do you think must
be known for them to be
able to read and guess
from context easily?
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Forestry
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*_ meters __*__ inthe __*__ 2001-2015
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*

15 used for ___production.

Vocabulary Thresholds Research...

the point at which learners can read
without the help of dictionaries (Laufer, 1989)

Backwash Effect From University
Entrance Exams

85% Coverage
Forestry

If __*  planting rates are meinta with

planting tergets satisfied in each __* and the
forests . at the earliest opportunity, the

wood supplies could further increase to about 36
million meters _* _inthe >3 2001-
_wood supply should
_,even if much is

used for production

Are Japanese students the right
vocabulary? (Browne, 1996, 1998)

Text
Spectrum
Milestone

Unicorn

il 80-85%

The problem of studying only SP vocabulary
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95% Coverage

i

If current planting rates are ; with planting
in each and the forests

at the earliest opportunity, the wood

could further increase to about 36 million

it meters in the od 2001-2015.
The additional wood supply should greatly
: , even if much is used

for production.




WHAT IF WE COULD IC
\

AL VERY SHORT LISTS OF WORDS THAT
TAND MOST ENGLISH?
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The New General Service List (NGSL)

s in English
1 by adult native speakers

paper, book,
Aovie or daily

How is this possible?
Zipf's law...

George K. Zipf (1902 - 1950) established
a mathematical model for describing
frequency data:

“Frequency decreases with rank. More
precisely, frequency is inversely
proportional to rank”

sm= A Modular Approach to EFL Success:
E rn high frequency G
h Irequency

2800
Vocabulary Site Core General English
Words - Writlen/Spoken
(NGSL)

20000 Notlive Speaker

1:2000  Soecific-Puroase Vocabulary
=S Core Doly Vocobulary

A NGSL: Created with Full Access to
the Cambridge English Corpus...

§ CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY FAESS

Cambridge English Corpus

W7-

How Zipf's Law works for English

Why is the NGSL always step 12

of the y th
of FRIEN
L words rep nt less than of the
2 and only of a college-educated nat

2023/10/5




Coverage of NGSL for
the Japanese National

SOME NGSLRESEARCH ~ Cemterfxam

i 2800
301000 Notve Speaker
Vocabulary Sie Core General English
Words — Writlen/Spoken
[NG5L)

The New Academic Word List (NAWL)

Percent
248 miion __86.30% |
110%
~ 1260%
100%

Coverage of latest MEXT
high school textbooks
SOME NGSL RESEARCH 20001, A clowero i

ooy e ——
s

h to EFL Succe

2800
30000 Native Specker
Vocabulary Size Core Genetal English

‘Words - Written/Spoken

$000007 Word famies in
English Language

2800
emeam Nolive Speok Core General English Words
1 alive Speaker
Vocabulary Site (NGSL)

17 Purpase Vocobulary
iy Vocabulary

Browne, 2014

Coverage of NGSL for
SHS Entrance Exam and

SOME NGSL RESEARCH National Center Test

NAWL: NEW ACADEMIC WORD LIST
(Browne, Culligan & PHILLIPS 2013)

Coverage of NGSL &
NAWL for Research
SOME NGSL RESEARCH Publications in Education

Hendry, C.. & Sheepy. E. (2018). Ho
needed for comprehension qnnc

(Eds). Fulure-prool CALL: languoge lea
encounten - short papers from EUROC.

Abstract
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smmes A Modular Approach to EFL Succes

2800
3000007 Nafive Speaker
Vocabulary Size Core General English
Words —Written/Spoken
[NGSL)
1200 Specific-Purpose Vocabulary =
BT Core vany vocobulary

Coverage of TSL for the

SOME NGSL RESEARCH new version of TOEIC exam

BSL: BUSINESS SERVICE LIST
(Browne & Culligan, 2015)

TSL: TOEIC SERVICE LIST
(Browne & Culligan, 2015)

Sample of Modular Learning: Usefulness
of NGSL & TSL Lists

BOTDSAN Word Fomilies in
English

Language 64 Million Word
General Business Corpus

800
Core General English Words
Vecobulary Sae {NGsL)

20000 " Notive Speaker

Specific-Purpose Vocabulary
Core Doy Vocabulary

Browne, 2016

$000001 Word Famibies in
English
Language

2800
Core General English Words
B " Vocobasory s (NGst)

1700 Specific-Purpose Vocabulary
Core Dadly Vocabulory

sssss! CREATING EFFICIENT PATHES TO EFL SUCCESS:

TEP 1: Learn

2800
SG000 Native Specker
Vocabulary Sire Core General Engiish
Words —Writlen/Spoken
[NGSL)

Specific-Purpose Vocabulars -
Core Uaiy vocobulary

. NT PATHES TO EFL SUCCESS:
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Browne, 2014
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Like the Old General Service List

The original Dolch and New Dolch
NDL: NEW DOLCH LIST

Lists have very different focuses:

(GSL), the Dolch List is quite dated
(Browne &.Culllgamn, 2020) and in need of an update

-
P -
Whorema  Dolch word list

Identifying valid video contents to Gl EEgI worcs)
add to our Children's Corpus...
A D TEEFIT :.lf(!s_l:,'i —

Children's Graded Readers 991,104 |

El y EFL Textbooks (MEXT) 4,623 |

Middle School Textbooks | 322,169

Picture Books (for L1) 13,347

EFL Textbooks a 575,976

Top Kids YouTube Videos | 548172 The With

Be Can
And At

To but

58

CREATING EFFICIENT PATHES TO EFL SUCCESS:

Quick Discussion: Many “kids" words not in the NGSL but
frequent in kids EFL materials...
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a large corpus of Children's English: i -
rds of old Dolch list offers 70% coverage = pesl Pl’OjeCT 2l

rds of New Dolch List offers 78% coverage Making an impact...

Constant improvement & innovation of the www.newaeneralserviceli
2 st.or A
wordlists over time: Quantitative & 9 9 www.newgeneralservicelist.org
Qualitative Datq, discussion, debate...

» Online Learning app!
» Online Asse!

» Online Reser

» Online

‘aucett and Harold Paimer

NGSL RESEARCH

NGSL TED Talk




List with definitions
in easy English...

Gamified Learning of the NGSL lists:
Wordle, Quizlet, Flashcards and more...

Importance of FLOW

Anxiet}

R

Boredom
T

Difficulty

Player Ability

List downloadable in many forms...
org

List with raw data...

What is Gamification?
Definition:

Gamificationis the use of game design elements
in non-game contexis"

Gamified Learning Tools for NGSL

cards & Garr

r Flashcard & Gomes

NGSLT (New General Service List Test)

Discussion question:

Why do you think gamification of language
learning might be helpful to leamers? Think about
games you have played in the past? Why did you
enjoy them? What is different about playing a
game than leaming English?

Discuss this with the people nearby and then share
your ideas.

NGSL wordlists on free Quizlet Program...

Quitket ~a L

The world leacns
on Quiziet
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NGSL wordlists on free Quizlet Program

H & JAPANESE]

MON TECHNIQUE TO
HANCE RETENTION

ON WITH LMS ouT SOON

NGSL lists on free Memrise Program...

e B Mlome Ao
Learning, powered by imagination

1o g g e o

Free NGSL Flashcard app with spaced
repetition learning (NGSL Builder)

Word-Learner App for NGSL/BSL

Kahoot: free gamified whole-class
quizzes for NGSL wordlists

Free NGSL/NAWL Flashcard apps
with spaced repetition learning

Word-Learner Screenshots
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NGSL WORDLE GAME Use °f. Wordle for-NGSL NGSL Video concordance
review & Practice

NGSL, BSL, NAWL and TSL
Tools for Text Analysis and Text Creation

NGSL crosswords NGSL Word searches

outomated data mining survey
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NGSL + BSL coverage for a typical NGSL + BSL coverage for a typical

; : ; Coverage by NGSL is about 92%
current events article (From CNN)... business article (from Entrepreneur)...

(BSL adds 5.4% coverage)

= —— SPcoma  EBeTas

100 101 102

NGSL on
VocabProfile

NGSL, BSL, NAWL AND TSL on VocabProfile

Sample text from
chapter 1 of Hamry
Potter...

103 104 105

Hands-on time! Which of our many
free tools do you want to try out?

NGSL on
VocabProfile

Harry Potter
coverage:

86% old GSL
93% NGSL

106 107 108

(5



The New General Service List (NGSL)
Project: A Modular, Corpus-based
Approach for the Systematic Development
of 2nd Language Vocabulary

109
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