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Title: Cooperative Learning in the EFL Classroom

Teaching Context:

Level: 6th Grade Elementary School (6-2)
Class size: 37 students

Time: 45 minutes once a week

Textbook: Hi, friends! 2 (Tokyo Shoseki)

Goals:

(D To develop the students English competencies through Cooperative Learning structures.
@ To introduce and provide opportunities to use Conversational Strategies.
 To boost students' intrinsic motivation to learn the English language through group activities.

Issues:

@ Schedule
« Schedule changes happen very often which may lead to classes getting cancelled.
« The interval between lessons are irregular.
« Beginning and ending time of classes are inconsistent
(@ Data gathering
» Majority of the students can't read and write in English.

« Company policy pertaining to privacy doesn't allow the use of any audio and video recording
during the lesson.

@ Cooperative Learning
« Individual learning styles.

« Preparation in and outside of the class was very time consuming.

What | did:

(D | developed fun and engaging Cooperative Learning structures and modified textbook suggested
activities to facilitate a communicative language approach.

@ | designed original worksheets to guide the students during information exchange activities.

@ I introduced useful conversational strategies such as openers, closers, rejoinders and asking for
clarification/translation techniques to further enhance the students' communication skills to prevent
the use of L1 during conversations.

@ | used a variety of materials such as flashcards, songs and storyboards to introduce and practice
vocabularies and target sentences to raise the students interest.

® | developed Keynote presentations and supplementary materials to capture the students attention
and keep them focused on the lesson.

® | conducted student self-evaluation surveys, a speaking test and a final listening test.



@ | strived to establish a positive learning environment where students are intrinsically motivated and
encouraged students to try and make mistakes.

Methodology:

The study is a Mixed Method Research on Cooperative Learning approach and its influence on the
English as a Foreign Language class experience. As a subgoal, the research aims to look at the social
and motivational benefits of CoLe.

A student self evaluation survey was administered at the end of each unit. The questionnaire has a
concurrent embedded structure designed for gathering quantitative data using closed questions with
some open questions to solicit qualitative information. The participants were asked multiple choice
questions with a four-point Likert scale ranging from "strongly agree" to "strongly disagree"; students who
are undecided were given the "l don't know" answer-choice option.

A speaking test was administered to assess the students' fluency, accuracy and attitude where the
students were assessed using a three-point scale. The test also measured the use of conversational
strategies. The students were asked to volunteer and paired in random before the actual speaking test. A
rubric was designed to facilitate the assessment process.

A listening test covering all the target sentences contained in the textbook was administered to
measure the students learning. The test is consisted of fifteen items with three answer choices each. The
listening test also served as a final review activity.

Results:

The quantitative data gathered from the survey were tabulated and averaged using a varying n
value caused by discounting the number of "l don't know" responses. The qualitative data were quantified
and categorized based on frequently appearing opinions or patterns of thought. The results of the
speaking test were tabulated and averaged. The results of the listening test were tabulated. A short
discussion of the results and they're significance to the study will follow the presentation of data.

SURVEY RESULTS
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Chart1: BRI —7FEcE > ZE £ <HWITSIMLTW3, (| actively participate in group activities. )

n AVG.
June 58% | 33% I13BA 34 360
July 42% I 39% I 13% B% 36 3.31
September 49% | 49% 13% 37 343
October 44% | 44% 18% B% 35 337
November 46% I 49% 16% 35 3.40
January 49% | 43% 138%A 35 349
February 57% | 38% 13%% 37 3.49

B stongly agree 1 agree disagree [ strongly disagree B | don't know
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Chart 2: 7' )L—7E8)IFREBFE DHKICIID, ( Group activities are useful for learning English. )

n | ave
June 35 3.60

July 36| 3.62
September 37 3.60
October 34 3.56
November 35 3.43
January 37354
February 37 3.57

3 stongly agree [0 agree [71 disagree 71 strongly disagree @ | don't know

Sixth-Year Elementary Class 6-2

-

Chart3: 7/)L—7E&d. FHICHIT P22 HEI S, (Group activities motivates me to learn. )

/

n | A
June ARG N B8% 3% (34 3.40

July R A% 3% (38 3.52
September 34 3.32
October 8% 8% |35|3.57
November 35/3.34
January [ETe60 7% N5%I8% |36 361
February 5% 37 3.60

I stongly agree [0 agree [] disagree [ strongly disagree B | don't know

Sixth-Year Elementary Class 6-2
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Chart4: 7)L—7FE8%BLT. VSRADKREDZ EHE LD K<KHBZ ENTES (Group activities allows me
to know my classmates better. )

n | oave
June % |35/3.69

July 38 3.45
September % 36 3.6
October 36| 3.58
November 35 3.46
January 35 3.68
February % |372.97

[0 stongly agree [ agree [ disagree [ strongly disagree [l | don't know

Sixth-Year Elementary Class 6-2
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Chart 5: 7' )L—7 58337 E TH %, (| like group activities. )

/
~

n AVG.
June % N 19% 8% (36 375
July  [Eee % T 20% T N3R% |38 3.58
September 8% 13% 37 3.49
October [ETB80e T 28% T 14% | (36 3.44
November [ 00 A% 9% |35 3.40
January [ETTTe% T 80% T N5%I3% |37 351
February [ 620 800 5% (37 3.57
[ stongly agree ] agree  [] disagree [ strongly disagree B | don't know
K Sixth-Year Elementary Class 6-2
Chart6: 7' /)L—7 K DEIANTES L7\, (| prefer working individually rather than in groups. )
n AVG.
June [TAA%TN6% 25%  WTTTTTTTTTE6%I (36 178
July  [B%I3% 37% L R AT
September  [TH4% W8%) —27% W AG%B%A (35 188
October  [B8%N6%. 31% L N — T 7 I AR
November [BZA1% ) 34% L —— L R 1
January  [8%03% 32% %8 (35 166
February [8%W8% —22% WU ET% 8% (34 162
[ stongly agree [ agree  [] disagree [ strongly disagree [ | don't know
\ Sixth-Year Elementary Class 6-2
Chart 7: EEZ R T I ENMNTEFH U, (1 was able to fulfill my responsibilities. )
n AVG.
September  [TS8% 800 T 24%  N3BA 35 386
October 33 3.15
November [ 400 A% T 9% 8% (34 3.32
January [ET88% T TTTTR2% ) 1% IS%iA%] 32319
[ stongly agree [l agree [ disagree [ strongly disagree [ | don't know

Sixth-Year Elementary Class 6-2




OPEN ENDED QUESTIONS RESPONSES

Table 1. 7L —7BEIEED L S ICZICILE R L FoH ? (How is group activity useful for you?)

Comments Responses Total
Positive Comments:
| can ask my group mates for help 7
we can do group soudan (consultation) 3
Cooperation we can support each other 3 16
it's fun to working with group mates 2
| can ask for clarifications immediately 2
C | can communicate with friends 5
Communication it gives more opportunities to communicate 4 9
. . it helps us deepen our friendships 4
Relationships | can make friends 2 6
. | can learn about my group mates' ideas 4
Learning | can learn easily 1 5
Negative Comments:
No comment 3

Table 2. 7' )L —77E8I TP 2NN T3 ZFDIEHIE ? (Why do you feel group activities can motivate you?)

Comments Responses Total

Positive Comments:

learning with friends is fun 22
. we can support each other 6
Cooperation | can ask my group mates for help 3 34
| need to do my best for the groups' sake 3
Relationships it helps us deepen our friendships 1 1
Negative Comments:
No comment 3
Table 3. 7' )L—7E81D & T HYFE T H ? ( What do you like about group activities? )
Comments Responses Total
Positive Comments:
studying together with friends is fun 19
Cooperation | can help group mates who are having difficulties 1 21
my group mates help me a lot 1
Relationships | can learn more about my friends 8 8
Communication | can talk to my friends 3 3
A | am more motivated 1
Motivation | feel that it's OK to make mistakes with friends around 1 2
Negative Comments:
No comment 3




Table 4. EXZ R/ T EMNTE XL chH ? ( Were you able to fulfill your responsibilities? )

Leaders’' Comments: Responses
| was able to pull my team together. 4
| encouraged my group mates. 3

Negative Comments:

| don't have leadership qualities. 1
No comment 1
Cheer Leaders' Comments: Responses

| was able to praise my group mates. 5
| gave praise whenever my group mates correctly say the sentences. 2
| was considerate in giving praise. 1

Negative Comments:

| wasn't able to do my responsibilities. 1
Materials Monitors' Comments: Responses
| fetched, distributed and returned the worksheets promptly. 7

-

| did my best for my group mates.

Negative Comments:

| wasn't able to do it. 1

Reporters’' Comments: Responses

| listened to the opinions of others and shared it to the class. 4
| was able to share the opinions of group to the class. 2
It may not be a lot, but | was able to do my job. 1

Negative Comments:

| don't remember doing anything. 1
No comment 1
Discussion:

The students reception to cooperative learning structures is very positive. They participated actively
during the activities and felt that working as a group is an important factor in their English learning
experience.

In Chart 3, the students' motivation has improved from 42 percent to 65 percent saying that they
strongly agree that group activities motivated them to learn. However, It is very interesting to point out that
overall, students gave the lowest approval ratings in November. | think that the topic, names of places and
giving directions, had a major impact on the results. Comparing the topic to the rest such as dream
vacations, birthdays, possessions, sports, daily routines and dream jobs, it is the only unit that is not
personal in nature. The topic did not require the students to look into themselves and express their
genuine thoughts to their group mates. In addition, the topic failed to create an opportunity for students to
know more about each other. Overall, the students were not emotionally engaged to the topic.

The results of the open questions show that the students believe that cooperation is very important
in learning English. The group activities also helped them improve their relationships with their classmates
in general.



SPEAKING TEST RESULTS

/Chart 8: Speaking Test Results [n = 36] \

AVG.
FLUENCY 2.58
ACCURACY 2.72
ATTITUDE 2.61
[ 3 pts. 0 2pts. 1 1pt.
\ Sixth-Year Elementary Class 6-2 /
/Chart 9: ( Conversational Strategies ) Speaking Test Results [n = 36] \
AVG.
OPENER / CLOSER 1.92
REJOINDERS % 1.97
I 2 pts. o 1pt. 7o
AVG.
O 1pt. o
K Sixth-Year Elementary Class 6-2 /

Discussion:

The results of the speaking test in Chart 8 shows that 69 percent of the participants were able to
engage in a communicative activity without difficulty. 81 percent of the students were able to successfully
talk about their dreams for the future by asking and providing the correct target sentences. 72 percent of
the students were able to speak in a clear voice and used good eye contact during their conversations.

In Chart 9, more than 90 percent of the students were able to use conversational openers and
closers as well as rejoinders while a very few number of students made mistakes.

In addition, the strategy for asking for confirmation or translation was used in the speaking test. The
results shows that less than 40 percent of the students used the strategy while majority of the students did
not see the need to use it.

In comparison to the results of the first speaking test held in July (see Charts 10 and 11), the results
of the second speaking test administered in February shows a 10 percent increase in the number of
participants who were able to fluently engage in a guided English conversation.

The results for accuracy shows a big increase of 31 percent in students who can ask and respond
to questions precisely. The percentage of students who had difficulty during the first speaking test
decreased to only 8 percent from 18 percent in July.

On the other hand, the results for the use of conversational strategies didn’t show any significant
changes.
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hart 10: Speaking Test Results [n = 22]
AVG.
FLUENCY 2.50
ACCURACY 2.32
ATTITUDE 2.68
[ 3 pts. 0 2pts. 1 1pt.

\ Sixth-Year Elementary Class 6-2

Chart 11: ( Conversational Strategies ) Speaking Test Results [n = 22]
AVG.
OPENER /CLOSER 1.95
REJOINDERS 2.00

[ 2 pts. 3 1pt oo

Sixth-Year Elementary Class 6-2
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LISTENING TEST RESULTS

-

Chart 12: Listening Test Results [n = 36]

Sixth-Year Elementary Class 6-2

-
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Discussion:

| have set the passing score for the final listening test to 11 points. The results of the final listening
test shows that 94 percent of the class were able to successfully pass the test. A total of 15 students got a
perfect score of 15 points, 10 students with 14 points, 6 students with 13 points, 1 student with 12 points
and 3 students with 11 points. On the other hand 2 students had a score lower than 11, 1 student with 10

points and 1 student with 9 points as the the lowest.



What | learned.

« Topic is a very important factor to consider as it can lead to the success or failure of the lesson.
However, most topics are flexible and are open to a variety of context. Thinking about names of
buildings/places and giving directions, | realized that | failed to make it more interesting or personal.

Students enjoy working with each other. However, there must be a fine line between just having fun and
having fun while learning. It is a fact that when students are put into groups, they will talk to each other,
make unnecessary noise and get off track. To avoid this, it is my obligation to capture their attention and
never let go of it. It is also imperative that | create activities that will require students to talk more and
use their energies to communicate and accomplish tasks through cooperation.

Students need to learn more communicative strategies. The rubric that | used has a few flaws in it. The
lack of an alternative strategy, such a shadowing, for those who need not ask for a translation provided
them with no opportunity to earn an extra point. Clearly, | should be aware of all the probabilities and

come up with an array of solutions to cover all my bases.

Demonstrate don't explain. Clear actions definitely speaks louder than unnecessary and often very long
explanations. In case of projects involving artistic savvy, | will always set the bar high and set the
standards for the students to follow or emulate. Modelling is a powerful tool in teaching students with
beginner level English skills.

Intrinsic motivation is one of the keys. Having students who are highly motivated has been my dream
since day one. Through my actions, lesson flow, activities, giving praise and all that's in between, |
worked hard to raise the students interest to learn English. | believe that students should do the
activities not because it is a requirement but because they want to. It all starts at a point when the
students realize that learning something totally new can be fun. | want students to actively participate in
class even without material rewards. Learning English and the fun that comes with working with friends
during activities means more than stickers and prizes. However, | do not deny the fact that giving
material rewards can work to the advantage of the teachers, | do give stickers, it is the when and why

we give them that we need to carefully think about.

Choices. During the speaking test, the students were given an option whether to read and look at the
script or not. The first few students who volunteered were the most active and bravest, so they
challenged themselves and did not use the script. Most of the other students followed suit, hence the
mistakes on accuracy and fluency. A few students used the script which is absolutely fine. Learners of a
foreign language need all the help they can get. If students are not confident enough to do away with the
script, | will not stop them from using it.

Future Issues:

To adjust cooperative learning structures to very young learners.

To introduce more Conversational Strategies.

To provide opportunities for communicative activities and exchange of genuine information.
To improve lesson observation and students assessment processes.

©® 0o

To use more data gathering techniques to be able to accommodate a multifaceted view of student
performance and linguistic development.



LESSON PLAN
Lesson 8: What do you want to be?

1. Level: 6th Grade Elementary School

2. Class Size: 37 students

3. Textbook: Hi, friends! 2 by Tokyo Shoseki
4. Class Time: 45 minutes

5. Goals & Objectives:

(D To develop the students communicative abilities using Cooperative Learning structures.
@ To learn about occupations and jobs.
@ To be able to talk about their dreams for the future.

6. Procedure:

Day one: Day two:
@ Greetings D Greetings
@ Grouping: Puzzled People @ Review Vocabulary
(@ Skit / Target Sentences 3 Review Target Sentences
@ Activity 1: Top 3 Dream Jobs @ Let's Chant
® Activity 2: Survey Says ® Activity 1: Matching Game
® Homework Announcement ® Activity 2: Dreams Come True
@ Reflection @ Reflection
Farewells Farewells
Day three: Day four:
D Greetings @ Greetings
@ Review Vocabulary @ Review Vocabulary/Expressions
@ Review Target Sentences @ Review Target Sentences
@ Let's Chant @ Pre-listening Review
® Activity: All Write Round Robin ® Let's Listen
® Christmas Janken ® Activity 1: Dreams Come True
@ Reflection @ Activity 2: Round Robin
Farewells Reflection
© Farewells
Day five:
@ Greetings

@ Review Vocabulary/Expressions
(@ Review Target Sentences

@ Activity 1: Dream Card

® Activity 2: Speaking Test

® Reflection/Evaluation

@ Farewells

7. Today's Lesson
Day five:

Step 1: Greetings

The class chants the Alphabet Song. After the chant, the teachers greet the students and asks
about the weather, day, and date.
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Step 2: Review Vocabulary
The previously learned vocabulary and expressions will be reviewed.
Step 3: Review Target Sentences

The print shown below is given to the students to help them review the target sentences and to
prepare for the speaking test as well. The SOS signifies stress points where the use of asking for
clarification or translation may be needed.

1
LET'S TALK!

1 A: Hello. B: Hello.
2 A: Let's talk. B: Sure.

EAVEVESSN Wi,
3 A: What do you want to be? B: I want fobe (a / an) S0S

BIRIFAITIED FeNTI D FhlE 00 I D 7z,
4 A: Why? B: Because I

Bt BERS (Z0OEH )
5 A: . B: How about you?

(FHT) BRIIFESTI D

A: I want tobe(a/an) . J | B: Why?

6 Fhld 00 KB D10, B,
7 A: Because I . B:

BERS (ZDEH) (FHT)
8 A: Thank you. B: See you.

FEROBHAONSBWESR, ThTE<LK ! FEHzdeld
)
L,/' What's 00 in Japanese? Good luck! - Excellent! - Wonderful!
HABETOORMTI H, Amazing! - Go for it! - Cool!

Step 4: Activity 1: Dream Card

To provide students who are waiting for their turn to do the speaking test, they are asked to write
a Dream Card as shown below. They are free to draw pictures, use colors and be as creative as they can
possibly be. The Dream Card will not only keep the waiting students busy, but it can also serve as a self-
reminder of each students' dream. It will serve as an inspiration to strive to be what they want to be or a
simple memorabilia of what they once dreamed of becoming.

1/15/15

S want to be alan

Step 5: Activity 2: Speaking Test

The students are encouraged to volunteer for the speaking test. Students do not know who are
they going to be paired with as the pairs are chosen in random. The test takers are asked to come to the
front and play Rock Scissors Papers to determine the roles, A or B. Following the guide showed in Step 3,
the students will exchange information about their dreams and the reasons for their choice.

Although, the use of a video camera and/or recording devices would aid in the assessment
process, it is prohibited by the researchers dispatch company.
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Step 6: Reflection / Evaluation

The students are also asked to do a self evaluation and answer some open-ended questions
regarding cooperative learning and the speaking test.

Step 7: Farewells

The ALT says, 'That's all for today.' 'Today's leader.' The leader stands up and lead the class by
saying, 'Thank you teachers.'. The teachers say, 'You're welcome. Goodbye. See you. and Have a nice
day!

SPEAKING TEST RUBRIC SELF-EVALUATION SHEET

STUDENT Group Name ()L —7£): | o5 A B
CATEGORY CRITERIA
# BTHEBETBLOBIPTIKE W,
A B
1. BHETIL—TEITE S £ COEMLTIS,
1 1 Could talk and respond with difficulty. A I 3 I 2 I T | PO
HBESES 3R> ES>BbRL FRICESBOBL
cave ord sooed 2 2| Could talk and respond with many pauses. 2 1T RS EOT,
s 2. . | IO S | ApDELA
3 3 Could talk smoothly and respond promply. FRIZSBS | 2585 £5Bb%m0 FRICES BB
# TN —TEBEEDE S CRICTEE LA ?
1 1 Could ask and answer the questions with difficulty.
@gﬁe}ﬁg 2 2 Could ask and answer the questions with mistakes. 3 7N —7EE, FBICHT B OEREMS TS, FN—TEREE, 55 EWSUHE.
4 3 2 1
BcE5E5 585 5 @il (25 Bbi AMDELA
3 3 Could ask and answer the questions correctly. IREESRI I *oR5 I EoBbEL | FRERIBOEN |
# N —TED TR THEOMEN ?
1 1 No eye-contact / inaudible voice
ATTITUDE i
Eye-contact / Volume 2 2 Bad eye-contact / low voice 4 FN—FEHEELT, FSAOREDT EERED ELABTENTES,
4 3 2 1
3 3 Good eye-contact / loud and clear voice ERICZSES | 585 | £5Bb%m0 | FECES BB | AnoELA
5. /) —7EHEGETHD.,
CONVERSATIONAL STRATEGIES
4 3 2 1
FHIETSBS | 585 | 238bul | FRICESBOLEL | Hp0ELL
0 0 Could not use CSs. P ———
OPENER & CLOSER 1 1 Could use the CSs with mistakes.
2 2 Could use the CSs. 6. 7)—7 EDBATEBU L.
4 3 2 1
FRIZSES | 585 | >BbBn | FRICESBOBN | ABIEEL
0 0 | Couldnot use Css. R =R omee S
REJOINDERS N N
Excellent, Amazing ) L] v & ¢ ® |
Good luck, Wonderful 1 1 Could use the CSs with mistakes.
Go for it, Cool 7 EERRIT I ENTER UL,
2 2 Could use the CSs.
4 3 2 1
ASKING FOR 0 0 Did not use CSs. % TOWAGATTH?
CLARIFICATION
or TRANSLATION 1 1 Used the CSs.
v
STUDENT'S DREAM CARD SAMPLES
(. =

e v, b
1/15 /15 ®: & >
§ 50 e
)

e Q] ®e mo - (o# X “‘-’)
'\ -7 I want to-be alar S want to be a/(m/ T want to be' alan
/ 50\’?& il ! :
o0\ e - i e
b e e ,‘. j,)‘/ \ ‘ ) . ®
2/
\ o @ i w

7 o 0. e[
> [ A9 | \ \( i 3
P e p“< S
3 \.qwcmtfo be alarnc) %{){III@/)/JQ\(Z/(III ‘ ‘ T want to-be.ala

EDITORA | &/

o g N A S /« , e ()
(YA j/ , [ K

. e \S4/ W . @d : @
N 183 /2ot Mok Nfagaed /.
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