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How do learners develop their communication ability in English 

CommunicationⅠclass 

                                                    Kosuke Kamiya 

 

Level: Technical high school 1st grade students, 1 mechanic class with 19 students. 

Subject: English CommunicationⅠ 

Textbook: VISTAⅠ(SANSEIDO) 

Students’ level: Beginner 

Problems: Students don’t have basic English ability. 

Goal and Objectives: 

(1) Students can have a good motivation of studying English. 

(2) Students can talk fluently in English by using conversation strategies. 

(3) Students can improve their English skills (Speaking, Listening, Writing and 

Reading)  

What I did  

(1) Make original handouts 

・ I made original handouts based on instructional framework.(pre-reading, 

while-reading, post-reading.)  

(2) Give students opportunities to talk in English in classes 

・Small talk: Students talk about the questions on worksheet by using conversation 

strategies (opener, rejoinders, shadowing and closer).  

・Checking answers with partners in English. 

・Post-reading activities.  

(3) Speaking Test 

・Students talk about the questions “The person I respect” for more than1 minute and 

a half in pairs. I recorded the pair-work and evaluated it. 

(4) All English in classes 

・It can help to improve learners listening skills. 
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Survey/ Result from the survey of 19 (20) 1st graders (July, December and February) 
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Students’ comments 

(December) 

Positive comments 

I want to improve writing skill. 

I like Mr. Kamiya.(5) 

I enjoyed the class.(5) 

I want to speak English well. 

I improved my English skill. 

I'll try my best at the term test. 

The class is sometimes noisy but I like the atmosphere of the class. 

I don't like to rotate the seat. 

I could improve my speaking skill.(2) 

I want to get good score at the term test. 

Negative comments 

English is difficult. (3)  

I sometimes cannot understand teacher's English. 

I know I have to study English at home but I don't have the motivation. 

 

(February)  

Positive comments 

I want to study grammar more 

I like your English class(5) 

I improved my speaking skill(2) 

I improved my English skill(2) 

I like the worksheet style 

Negative comments 

English is difficult 

 

What I learned 

(1) Students’ motivation 

   More than 50% students answered they like English in February. In July, more than 

60% students answered they like English. It means the percentage was decreasing in 6 

months. I think one of this reasons is that the contents of textbook in July are easy for 

my students. From September, I changed the style of the worksheet and I was afraid that 

students get confused. But the result shows students get accustomed to it, so I am 

satisfied with this result. 
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   As for the activity they like, about 70% students answered they like small talk or 

worksheets. It means they like to communicate in class. 

   As for the necessity of English, more than 70% students feel English is important 

for them, but about 40% students answered they don’t study at home. Giving them 

proper homework is my next issue.  

  

(2) Using conversation strategies 

In July and December, about 10% students didn’t use conversation strategies 

frequently, but in February, all students answered they can use conversation strategies 

every time or almost every time while they are talking. As for closer, all students answer 

they can use it every time. It means they can get accustomed to using conversation 

strategies. More than 90% students answered conversation strategies are useful to 

improve their speaking skill. It is clear that students understand the importance of 

conversation strategies. 

 

(3) To improve English skill. 

In the questionnaire, I asked whether small talk, conversation strategies and 

textbooks are useful to improve students’ English skill. The result shows that about 90% 

students think Small talk is useful to improve their speaking and listening skill.  

   As for the textbook, about 85% students feel textbook is useful to improve their 

reading skill.  

   As for the conversation strategies, as I write down above, more than 90% students 

feel conversation strategies are useful to improve their speaking skill. 

   These results show that small talk, conversation strategies and textbooks are useful 

to improve their speaking, listening and reading skill. 

   Nearly 80% students answered they improved their English skill in the end of this 

year. The result shows they especially improve their speaking skill. 

 

Future issue 

   For next year, I have to do next three things. Firstly, I want to introduce follow up 

questions to talk more smoothly. I learned my students prefer communication style to 

grammar translation method, so I want students to talk more by using follow up 

questions. 

   Secondly, I want to make writing activities in my class. According to the 

questionnaire, about 60% students want to improve their writing skill. This year my 

students had few chances to write down their opinions, so I want to make the activities 
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more and want my students to improve writing skill. 

   Thirdly, I want to make an environment that students study English at home. I didn’t 

make a plan of homework. I continue working my current school next year so I want to 

talk to colleagues about the English curriculum and make a detailed plan. 
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Lesson Plan: Lesson7 “My Rules” 

Name (Kosuke Kamiya) 

1. Level: Senior high school 1st grade students 

2. Class size: 19 first-year students of senior high school. (19 boys) 

3. Textbook: VISTA (SANSEIDO) Lesson7 “My Rules”(P59) 

4. Goals for this: To understand the rules of the main character. To write and talk about 

the person I respect. 

5. Procedure: 50 minutes×2 classes 

 1. Warm-up 

  (ⅰ)Small talk 

 Students talk for 1 minute with 3 different partners.  

 2. Pre-reading 

  (ⅰ) Brain storming  

Students answer the mini quiz of the worksheet. 

 (ⅱ) Gist listening  

Teacher reads the abstract of the story. Students fill in the blanks of the 

worksheet. Teacher reads the abstract three times. Teacher shows the 

pictures on second and third time. 

 3. While reading 

  (ⅰ) T/F questions
:  

Students read the story and answer the questions.
 

 (ⅱ) Vocabulary input  

Students answer questions. Then they check pronunciation with a 

teacher and check the meaning in pairs. 

 (ⅲ) 1st silent reading 

  Students read the story as fast as possible and check the time. 

  (ⅳ) Vocabulary output  

Students answer the questions. 

  (ⅴ) Comprehension  

Students answer the questions.  

(ⅵ) Reading practice  

Students read the story three times with a teacher. Then they check the 

time. 

4. Post reading 

(ⅰ) Timed conversation 

 Students write about the person they respect and talk in pairs. 
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