How do learners develop their communication ability in English
Communication I class

Kosuke Kamiya

Level: Technical high school 1st grade students, 1 mechanic class with 19 students.
Subject: English Communication I

Textbook: VISTA I (SANSEIDO)

Students’ level: Beginner

Problems: Students don’t have basic English ability.

Goal and Objectives:

(1) Students can have a good motivation of studying English.

(2) Students can talk fluently in English by using conversation strategies.

(3) Students can improve their English skills (Speaking, Listening, Writing and
Reading)
What I did
(1) Make original handouts
« | made original handouts based on instructional framework.(pre-reading,
while-reading, post-reading.)
(2) Give students opportunities to talk in English in classes
- Small talk: Students talk about the questions on worksheet by using conversation
strategies (opener, rejoinders, shadowing and closer).
+ Checking answers with partners in English.
+ Post-reading activities.
(3) Speaking Test
- Students talk about the questions “The person | respect” for more thanl minute and
a half in pairs. | recorded the pair-work and evaluated it.
(4) All English in classes
+ It can help to improve learners listening skills.



Survey/ Result from the survey of 19 (20) 1st graders (July, December and February)

(DDid you
impmvey:our Very well SO SO Not changed Not so much Not at all
speaking skill
com;;ar_:la';ito July 10%(2) 70%(14) 20%(4) 0%(Q) 0%(0)
pril?
December 10.5%(2) 84.2%(16) 53%(1) 0%(0) 0%(0)
February 15.8%(3) 84.2%(16) 0%(0) 0%(0) 0%(0)
. @Did you Very well S0 SO Not changed Not so much Not at all
improve your
reading skill
com:ar‘tle‘;ﬂ to |July 25%(5) 50%(10) 25%(58) 0%(0) 0%(0)
pril?
December 21.1%(4) 52.6%(10) 26.3%(5) 0%(0) 0%(0)
February 26.3%(5) 63.2%(12) 10,5%(2) 0%(0) 0%(0)"
@)Did you
improve your Very well SO SO Not changed Not so much Not at all
listening skill
d
o > |July 20%(4) 55%(11) 25%(5) 0%(0) 0% (0)
F.‘)ecembsr 31.6%(6) 36.8%(7) 31.6%(6) 0%(0) 0%(0)
February 31.6%(6) 52.6%(10) 15.8%(3) 0%(0) 0%(0)
@De you Yes(More than 90%} | Yes(More than 70%)| Yes(About 50%) |Yes{About 30%)] Not at all
understand
teacher's
instructi
compared to |July 25%(5) 55%(11) 10%(2) 10%(2) 0% (0)
Aprit?
December| __ 10.5%(2) 52.6%(10) 26.3%(5) 10.5%(2) 0%(0)
February 5.3%(1) 63.2%(12) 21.1%(4) 10.5%(2) 0%(0)
How often do you use these conversation strategies?
ggzef_:eﬁ;i,;} Every time Almost everytime |[Sometime don’t use at all avr
July 70%(14) 20%(4) 5%(1) 5% (1) 4.55
December 73.7%(14) 21.1%(4) 53%(1) 0%(0) 468
February 94.7%(18) 53%(1) 0%(0) 0%(0) 494
®Shadowing Every time Almost everytime |[Sometime don’t use at all avr
July 35%(7) 50%(10) 5%(1) 10%(2) 4.1
December 36.8%(7) 47.4%(9) 10.5%(2) 5.3%(1) 415
February 47.4%(9) 52.6%(10) 0% (0) 0%(0) 4.47
(@ Rejoinders Every time Almost everytime Sometime don't use at all avr
July 45%(9) 45%(9) 5% (1) 5%(1) 45
December 47.4%(9) 36.8%(7) 10.5%(2) 5.3%(1) 426
February 78.9%(15) 21.1%(4) 0%(0) 0%(0) 478
®Closer(Nice
talking with you Every time Almost everytime Sometime don't use at all avr
=)
July 75%(15) 20%(4) 0% (03 5%(1) 4.65
December 84.2%(16) 10.5%(2) 53%(1) 0%(0) 4.78
February 100%(19) 0%(0) 0%(0) 0%(0) 5
®lzsi::j[;:akk very useful useful I don't know !Not so useful |Not useful at all
ementing whill? [July 40%(8) 40%(8) 20%(4) 0%(0) 0%(0)
December 21.1%(4) 57.9%(11) 21.1%(4) 0%(0) 0%(0)
February 26.3%(5) 68.4%(13) 5.3%(1) 0%£0) 0%€0)
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@Are

Conversation very useful useful 1 don't know Not so useful INot useful at all
strategies
| useful o July 35%(7) 45%(9) 20%(4) 0%(0) 0%{0)
improve your
December 21.1%(4) 52.6%(10) 26.3%(5) 0%(0) 0%(0)
February 15.8%(3) 78.9%(15) 5.3%(1) 0%(0) 0%(0)
is the very useful useful I don't know Not so useful [Not useful at all
te)ftbook useful
to Improve your yuly 30%(6) 50%(10) 20%(4) 0%(0) 0%(0)
reading skill?
December 21.1%(4) 63.2%(12) 15.8%(3) 0%(0) 0%(0)
February 21.1%(4) 73.7%(14) 5.3%(1) 0% (0} 0%(0)
®]:SSEET!L?H‘ very useful useful 1 don't know Not so useful [Not useful at all
fistening skill?_|July 25%(5) 60%(12) 15%(3) 0%(0) 0% (0)
December 21.1%(4) 52.6%(10) 26.3%(5) 0%(0) 0%(0)
February 26.3%(5) 63.2%(12) 10.5%(2) 0% (0) 0%(0)
. 13Do you ¥es, very rmuch Yee, a little I don't khow Not so much Not at all
improve your
commiet o Sy 20%(4) 60%(12) 20%(4) 0%(0) 0%(0)
December 26.3%(5) 36.8%(7) 26.3%(5) 10.5%(2) 0%(0)
February 21.1%(4) 57.9%(11) 21.1%(4) 0% (Q) 0% (0)
®£r1i?n}l:rlgﬁedo Reading Listening Writing Speaking Term test
comparedto fauly 11.5%(2) 11.5%(2) 30.8%(5) 23.1%(4) 23.1%(4)
December 22.7%(5) 13.6%(3) 4.5%(1) 545%(12) 4.5%(1)
February 26.3%(5) 10.5%(2) 5.3%(1) 63.2%(12) 5.3%(1)
BWhich skill do Reading Listening Writing Speaking
ou want to
in"l’prove most? jJuly 23.1%(4) 308%(6) 30.8%(6) 15.4%(3)
Decamber 15.8%(3) 10.5%(2) 57.9%(10) 15.8%(2)
February 15.8%(3) 0%(0) 63.2%(12) 21.1%(4)
Yes, very much Yee, a little [ don't know Not se much Not at all
Do you like
English class? 1 1y 15%(3) 45%(9) 30%(6) 10%(2) 0%(0)
December 26.3%(5) 21.1%(4) 42.1%(8) 10.5%(2) 0%(0)
February 10.5%(2) 421%(8) 31.6%(6) 15.8%(3) 0%(0)
{DWhich activity Small Talk Worksheet Grammar worksheet Workbook Chorus reading
dovoulke® iy 40%(10) 20%(5) 20%(5) 12%(3) 8%(2)
December 16.7%(4) 29.2% (7> 83%(2) 37.5%(9) 8.3%(2)
Fabruary 23.8%(5) 28.6%(6) 19%(4) 14.3%(3) 14.3%(3)
Do you feel Yes, very much Yes I don't know Not so much Not at all
necessity to
use English?  [July 25%(5) 45%(9) 10%(2) 15%(3) 5%(1)
December 31.6%(6) 26.3%(5) 26.3%(5) 15.8%(3) 0%(0)
February 15.8%(3) 57.9%(11) 26.3%(5) 0%(0) 0%(0)
@9Do you study Every day Twice a week Once a week Sometime Not at all
English
e |Suly 0%(0) 15%(3) 20%(4) 25%(5) 40%(8)
Decamber 0% (D) 0%(0) 15.8%(3) 21.1%(4) 63.2%(12)
February 5.3%(1) 5.3%(1) 21.1%(4) 26.3%(5) 42.1%(8)
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Students’ comments

(December)

Positive comments

| want to improve writing skill.

I like Mr. Kamiya.(5)

I enjoyed the class.(5)

| want to speak English well.

I improved my English skill.

I'll try my best at the term test.

The class is sometimes noisy but | like the atmosphere of the class.
I don't like to rotate the seat.

I could improve my speaking skill.(2)

| want to get good score at the term test.

Negative comments

English is difficult. (3)

I sometimes cannot understand teacher's English.

I know | have to study English at home but | don't have the motivation.

(February)

Positive comments

| want to study grammar more

I like your English class(5)

I improved my speaking skill(2)
I improved my English skill(2)

I like the worksheet style
Negative comments

English is difficult

What I learned
(1) Students’ motivation

More than 50% students answered they like English in February. In July, more than
60% students answered they like English. It means the percentage was decreasing in 6
months. | think one of this reasons is that the contents of textbook in July are easy for
my students. From September, | changed the style of the worksheet and | was afraid that
students get confused. But the result shows students get accustomed to it, so | am
satisfied with this result.



As for the activity they like, about 70% students answered they like small talk or
worksheets. It means they like to communicate in class.

As for the necessity of English, more than 70% students feel English is important
for them, but about 40% students answered they don’t study at home. Giving them
proper homework is my next issue.

(2) Using conversation strategies

In July and December, about 10% students didn’t use conversation strategies
frequently, but in February, all students answered they can use conversation strategies
every time or almost every time while they are talking. As for closer, all students answer
they can use it every time. It means they can get accustomed to using conversation
strategies. More than 90% students answered conversation strategies are useful to
improve their speaking skill. It is clear that students understand the importance of
conversation strategies.

(3) To improve English skill.

In the questionnaire, | asked whether small talk, conversation strategies and
textbooks are useful to improve students’ English skill. The result shows that about 90%
students think Small talk is useful to improve their speaking and listening skill.

As for the textbook, about 85% students feel textbook is useful to improve their
reading skill.

As for the conversation strategies, as | write down above, more than 90% students
feel conversation strategies are useful to improve their speaking skill.

These results show that small talk, conversation strategies and textbooks are useful
to improve their speaking, listening and reading skill.

Nearly 80% students answered they improved their English skill in the end of this
year. The result shows they especially improve their speaking skill.

Future issue

For next year, | have to do next three things. Firstly, 1 want to introduce follow up
questions to talk more smoothly. | learned my students prefer communication style to
grammar translation method, so | want students to talk more by using follow up
questions.

Secondly, 1 want to make writing activities in my class. According to the
questionnaire, about 60% students want to improve their writing skill. This year my
students had few chances to write down their opinions, so | want to make the activities



more and want my students to improve writing skill.

Thirdly, 1 want to make an environment that students study English at home. I didn’t
make a plan of homework. | continue working my current school next year so | want to
talk to colleagues about the English curriculum and make a detailed plan.



Lesson Plan: Lesson7 “My Rules”
Name (Kosuke Kamiya)

1. Level: Senior high school 1st grade students
2. Class size: 19 first-year students of senior high school. (19 boys)
3. Textbook: VISTA (SANSEIDO) Lesson7 “My Rules”’(P59)
4. Goals for this: To understand the rules of the main character. To write and talk about
the person I respect.
5. Procedure: 50 minutes X 2 classes
1. Warm-up

(1 )Small talk
Students talk for 1 minute with 3 different partners.

2. Pre-reading

(1) Brain storming

Students answer the mini quiz of the worksheet.

(ii) Gist listening

Teacher reads the abstract of the story. Students fill in the blanks of the
worksheet. Teacher reads the abstract three times. Teacher shows the
pictures on second and third time.

3. While reading

(1) T/F questions

Students read the story and answer the questions.

(ii ) Vocabulary input

Students answer questions. Then they check pronunciation with a
teacher and check the meaning in pairs.

(iii) 1st silent reading

Students read the story as fast as possible and check the time.

(iv) Vocabulary output

Students answer the questions.

(v ) Comprehension

Students answer the questions.

(vi) Reading practice

Students read the story three times with a teacher. Then they check the
time.

4. Post reading

(1) Timed conversation
Students write about the person they respect and talk in pairs.
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