How learners develop their communication ability in English II

class.
Kosuke Kamiya

Level: Senior high school 2nd grade students 6 ordinary classes each with 33 students
each, 1 Science& Mathematics Course with 39 students, 1 English course with 39
students.

Subject: English II

Textbook: World TREK English course...Kirihara Shoten ,

Sub textbook: All New Easy TRUE STORIES...Longman

Problems: Many Students don’t have a good motivation to study English

Goal and Objectives:

(1) Students can have a good motivation of studying English.
(2) Students can talk about 3 questions which I give them for 3 minutes by using basic

conversation strategies.

(3) They can understand the content of the textbook without looking at the Japanese
translation
What I did
(1) Make original handouts
+ Pre reading activities: Brain storming, Grasp the contents, Pair-work
+ Post reading activities: Story retelling, Short Essay writing
(2) Give students opportunities to talk in English in classes
- Small talk. As for small talk, 1 wrote down the model conversation on the
blackboard every class so that students can talk by looking at the model
conversation.
+ Checking answers with partners in English
- Sharing ideas with partners in English
(3) Speaking Test
- Students have an Extensive class once a week in English IT classes. In the class,
students talk about the book they read for 2 minutes and a half. In the speaking test,
they talked about the topic in pairs
(4) All English in classes
+ It can help to improve learners listening skills.



Survey/ Result from the survey of 96 2nd graders (April and March)
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Students’ comments (Compare with last April, what can you do now? )
(Positive comments)
I have improved my speaking skill. (15)
I have improved my reading speed. (10)
I understand grammar. (5)




I can guess the story even if there are some difficult words in the content. (2)
I have improved my listening skill. (4)
I have learned a lot of vocabularies. (9)
I have improved my writing skill. (7)

I can read long stories. (5)

I enjoy English. (2)

I can use many follow up questions. (7)
I can use rejoinders. (5)

I can use shadowing. (3)

(Negative comments)

My English skill slipped. (3)

Nothing has changed. (8)

Students’ comments about English II class.
(Positive comments and requests)
| want to improve my listening skill. (2)
| want to read a lot more English stories and understand more grammar.
I can enjoy the English class because teacher’s pronunciation is good.(2)
Teacher’s instruction is clear. (4)
| want to improve my writing skill. (2)
I enjoyed extensive reading class. (14)
| want the Japanese translation of the textbook. (9)
Change the way of Small talk. (3)
| want to speak and listen English more. (5)
| want to study grammar more for universities’ entrance examination. (13)
| want to get more detailed information of the textbook in class.(2)
| want to read more speedily. (2)
| want to study the textbook more. (5)
| want to add vocabularies.
Small Talk was interesting. (2)
| want to improve my pronunciation.
I want to study English through music and movies. (4)
I want to read more difficult extensive reading books.
(Negative comments)
True story is too easy.
I don’t like speaking test.



What I learned
1 About speaking
Compared with April, many students feel they can talk in English even though

they make some mistakes. This is because they had a lot of opportunities to talk in class.
From April, they learned conversation strategies, such as shadowing and rejoinders, and
more than 70% students say they can use the conversation strategies at least three times
in conversation. As for follow-up questions, more than 50% students answer they can
use follow-up questions at least twice in March. On the other hand, about 30% students
can use follow-up questions only once in conversation, so they need to practice a lot
next year, too. As for speaking time, more than 35% students say they can talk more
than 3 minutes. For 1 year, students’ fluency has greatly improved, but they need to
improve their speaking accuracy, too.
2 About listening

In April, about 45% students say they can understand their partner’s
information well. In March, more than 70% students answer they can understand their
partner’s information well. So | found that students have improved their listening skill
through pair-works. They can improve their listening skill not only playing CDs, but
also teacher’s English and pair-works.
2 About motivation

In April, about 80% students feel that they want to speak English well. In
March about 90% students feel it. So they hope to be a good English speaker. On the
other hand, About 40% students like English in April, and about 50% in March. So to
make interesting classes is an next issue so that students have a motivation to keep on
learning English.
3About students’ comments

As you can see, most students have positive comments. They say they have
improved their speaking, listening, reading, and writing ability. On the other hand, they
say they want to learn grammar more and they want to study reading more for an
entrance examination. To match these request is a next issue.

Future issue:

1. Give students better English activities to enjoy English.
2. Give students feedback to improve their accuracy.

3. Match the class for entrance examination.



Lesson Plan: Unitl8 “The Birthday Present”
Name (Kosuke Kamiya)
1. Level: Senior high school 2nd grade students
2. Class size: 33 second-year students of senior high school. (13 boys and 20 girls)
3. Textbook: All New Easy True Stories (Longman) Unit18 ”The Birthday Present”
4. Goal for this: To retell the story and write down their birthday memory in English
5. Procedure: 50 minutes X 2 classes
1. Warm-up
Small talk for 1 minute with 2 different partners
2. Pre-reading
(1) Brain storming
Students look at the title and the picture and guess the story.
(ii ) Grasp the story and pair work
Students try the worksheet and share ideas with the partner.
(iii) Guess the story
Students guess the story and write down their idea again.
3. While reading
(i) 1% silent reading
Students read the story silently and check the words they
don’t know
(ii) Q and A of the Vocabulary part
Students answer the vocabulary part. If they have other
difficult words, | explain the words.
(iii) 2" silent reading
Students read the story as fast as possible and check the time.
(iv) Q and A of the Comprehension part
Students answer the Comprehension part.
(v ) Chorus reading
Students read the story. 1% time, they read the story with me.
2nd time, they read the story with the partner.
4. Post reading
(1) Retelling the story
Students look at the picture and retell the story with partners
(ii ) 3" silent reading and worksheet
Students read the story again and check the time. Then they
write down the birthday memories.



The Birthday Presen

Can you guess the story? Write down your idea. Japanese is OK




uNIT 18

1. PRE-READING

Look at the pictures. Listen to your teacher tell the story.




Let's understand the story!

‘Look at the pictures and answer the questions.‘
1. What does the man look at?

2. What is this?

3. What does the man do?

5. What does the man do?

8. What does he find?

Useful Vocabulary
plastic bag... = I4& truck... F 7 >~

‘Share your information with your partner!‘

A: Let's check answers. What does the man look at?

B: I think he looks at . How about you?
A: I think so too /I don't think so. I think

B: Then how about No2. What is this?

A: T think...

Let's think!|

What story is this? Write down your idea again. Japanese is OK!




L

The Birthday Present

present for his wife. Her birthday is
in two days.

He sees a coat. It is a warm coat, and it
is beautiful. It is also expensive—$1,000.
Joe is not a rich man. But he loves the coat,
and he loves his wife, so he buys the coat.

Joe doesn’t want his wife to see the
coat, so he puts it in a black plastic bag.
Then he takes the coat to his brother’s
house.

When Joe arrives at his brother’s house,
his sister-in-law is outside shoveling snow.
“I'll help you,” Joe says. He puts the black
plastic bag down on the snow.

While Joe is shoveling snow, a
garbage truck comes. The men see the
black plastic bag on the snow. They pick it
up and throw it into the truck.

'OE is shopping. He is looking for a

When Joe finishes shoveling the snow,
he looks for the black plastic bag. It is
gone! Then Joe remembers the garbage
truck. “Oh, no!” he thinks. “Maybe the
black plastic bag is in the garbage truck!”

The garbage truck takes garbage to the
dump. So Joe drives to the dump. There
are thousands of black plastic bags at the
dump. Which one has the coat in it? For
hours, Joe opens black plastic bags. He
finds empty boxes and cans. He finds old
shoes and clothes. He finds old potatoes
and onions. Finally, he finds the coat.

Joe gives the coat to his wife on her
birthday. “It's beautifull” she says. “| love
it! But..”

“But what?” Joe asks.

“It smells like onions/”

Unit 18 71
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The happiest present in your Iife.

Class Name

Goal! Let's write down the present you got.

What is the happiest present you got in your life? Why? happiest... & 3472

Who gave you the present?

When did you get the present?

Example

The happiest present in my life is | got Play station because | liked TV gamed very
much when | was a kid. My parents gave me the present. | got it when | was a junior
high school student. I got it on my birthday.

Share your information with your partner.
A: What is the happiest present you got in your life?

B: Itis

A: . | see. Why?

B: Because . How bout you?
A:ltis _ because

B: . lsee.Whogave...

Write down your partner's information
Partner's name What? Why? Who? When?
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