Final Report

Miyuki Inoko

1. Title: Developing Students’ Communicative Competence through the Integration of Language
Skills
2. Context
(1) Level: Senior high school first year students
(2) Class size: 40students
(3) Time: 50 minutes (3 classes a week)
(4) Subject: English Course 1
(5) Textbook: UNICORN (Bun-Eido), Data Base 4500 (Kirihara)
(6) Problems:
1) The students’ English ability is diverse.
2) The students are not accustomed to expressing their ideas through speaking and writing.
3) Some students are not motivated to learn English.
4) 1do not have enough time to work on communicative activities because of a time restriction.
3. Goals
(1)  To provide students many opportunities to use four language skills (listening, reading,
speaking, and writing) in a communicative way to develop their communicative competence through
integrated-skills language teaching.
(2)  To provide students with enough scaffolding to help them achieve a lesson goal and motivate
them in learning English.
4, WhatIdid
(1) Eiken Practice Tests (April and December)
(2) The vocabulary size test (April and December)
(3) The survey by questionnaire (May, July, and December)
(4) Speaking tests and essay writings
Six students were selected based on their grades of mid-term examinations. Three pairs of
advanced, intermediate, and beginning level students took a two-minute speaking test in July and a
three-minute spea[king test in December. Their speaking performances were evaluated according to
communication, content, accuracy, and fluency. The students’ first essays and the sixth essays were
also evaluated according to content, development, and accuracy.
- (5) Integrated-skills language teaching
In order to develop students’ communicative competence, it was essential to provide them with
many opportunities to express their ideas and to negotiate the meaning in both spoken and written
language in the classroom. For that reason, [ taught each lesson with pre-reading, while-reading and
post-reading activities, in order to achieve lesson goals which consisted of essay writing, peer-editing,
and timed conversation, utilizing the integration of language skills in a communicative way.



1) Small talk & conversation strategies

I started every class with ‘small talk’ as a warm-up activity, changing students’ partners. I
introduced ‘conversation strategies’: openers, rejoinders, and closers such as ‘How are you doing?’,
‘How about you?’, ‘Oh, really?’, and ‘Nice talking with you!” Later I taught them shadowing and
follow-up questions such as ‘What do you mean?” and “What does that mean?’ Moreover, I provided
them with the cue card which showed how to use the strategies to help them keep talking longer with
their partners.

2) Pre-reading activities

Students worked on pre-reading activities, pair talks, quizzes and mind mapping, in order to
activate their interests in the lesson and personalize the topic to their daily lives. In lesson 5, students
worked on quizzes about foods, then they predicted the story by skimming, talking with their
partners before reading the text.

3) Personalizing the topic

I tried to personalize the topic of each lesson to students’ own experience in order to activate

their schemata and help them express their ideas in both written and spoken language.
4) While-reading activities

While-reading activities had six parts: small talk, first reading, vocabulary input, second
reading, reading practice, and writing tasks or timed conversation.

Students started the lesson with small talk, and then they read true or false questions about a
main idea before they skimmed the text once to get the idea. After answering the questions, they
worked on vocabulary input with their partners. Then they read detailed questions and scanned the
text again to answer the questions. After learning grammatical points, they practiced oral reading
several times in different ways such as a pair reading and shadowing, and then took a reading test.
After that, they worked on a writing task or timed conversation related to a lesson goal.

5) Post-reading activities

Post-reading activities had three parts: writing tasks, peer editing, and speaking tasks. I set a
goal, where students were asked to express their ideas about their favorite food. I also encouraged
them to write about 100 words, twenty sentences.

In order to help students develop their ideas for writing an essay, I provided them with some
scaffolding. Students ‘wrote about their favorite food at the end of part 1. Then they reviewed their
ideas by speaking at the beginning of part 2 (small talk). At the end of part 2 and 3, they worked on
timed conversation for two minutes, adding new questions in order to prepare for the post-reading
activities by communicating with their partners. After writing the first drafi, they edited their essays
with their partners (peer editing), and rewrote the essays. Then they worked on speaking tasks. They
read their essays aloud to their classmates and made comments and asked questions about their
partners’ essays, following the given procedure. Finally, they reflected on their own participation in
class, filling in a self-evaluation form and rated each activity.
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