Action Research Report: Incidental Focus on Form in the 2nd—year Writing Lesson

Miwako (K High School)

1. Level: 2nd-year high school general, science and math, and English courses

2. Context: Class size: two groupd of about 20 students each X 7 classes
Textbook: Mainstream English Writing Course (Zoshindo)

Time: 50 minutes X 2 lessons/a week

3. Goal: Students will be able to write in more than 120 (150 for English Course) English words on
familiar topics.
Students will be able to speak in a pair only in English for more than 3 (4 for English Course)

minutes based on what they write on familiar topics.

4. What I did:
Make lesson plans based on incidental focus—on—form approach.
Provide activities based on topic—based teaching.
Incorporate essay writing (more than 120 words for General and Science & Math Course
and 150 wrods for English Course) and timed conversation (3'00”— 4'00”).
*First Writing —Second Writing —Third Writing and Fun Essay
*Peer Editing
Common errors
Conversation strategies
Introduce multiple assessment: evaluation of essay writing (20%), speaking tests (20%),
portfolio (10%), and term tests (50%).
*Accuracy is included as part of the evaluation criteria for Third Writing.

*[C-recorders are used in part of the speaking tests.



Questionnaire on 2nd-year English Writing Class 2010

1. Did you work hard on the writing class ? (F: the former semester, L: the latter semester)

Yes, very hard. Yes. I can't decide. | Not very hard. No, I didn't. Sccore

Class F L F L F L F L F L F L
1 17.9 30.1 46.2 55.6 333 1141 26 28 0 0 3.79 412 | 032
2 26 205 50 513 211 128 10.5 10.3 0 5.1 297 372 0.75
3 13.2 184 526 60.5 289 158 53 53 0 0 3.74 392 | 018
4 29 108 67.5 75.6 125 108 0 2.7 0 0 453 394 | -0.58
5 289 189 55.3 67.6 13.2 135 26 0 0 0 411 405 | -0.05
6 29.7 25 378 472 29.7 222 2.7 28 0 28 394 389 [ -0.05
7 189 34.3 64.9 514 13.5 114 2.7 29 0 0 4,00 417 | 017
All 20029 22571 53.471| 58.457| 21.743| 13.943( 3.7714| 3.8286 0 1.1286 3.87 397 | 0.1

2. What is the reason for your answer of Question 1? (Number of the answers)

*I worked hard.(30) I worked hard on the speaking activities.(21)

It was fun.(19) -1 worked hard on essay writing.(16) *I liked the class.(12)

] wanted a good mark.(8)

I turned in every homework. *I'm not good at English.(6) *I worked hard on quizzes.(4)

] cam to work on grammar drills.(2) I want to used English in the future.(2)

*[ was lazy during pair talk.(4)  =Difficult (3) *I ended up in speaking in Japanese.(3)

-] was sometimes studious, but sometiems lazy.(3) -1 didn't like it.(2)

3. Was it helpful to write about your thoughts and experiences in more than 100 English words.?
Yes, very much. Yes. I can't decide. | Not very much. Not at all. Sccore

Class F L F L F L F L F L F L
1 23 139 59 69.4 154 139 26 0 0 0 402 389 | -0.14
2 36.8 231 421 538 184 179 0 0 26 26 410 387 | -0.23
3 23.7 36.8 711 579 79 53 0 0 0 0 427 432 | 005
4 325 243 575 595 10 108 0 2.7 0 2.7 423 400 | -0.23
5 447 189 474 62.2 79 16.2 0 27 0 0 437 397 | -040
6 27 25 541 58.3 189 83 0 28 0 56 408 394 | -0.14
7 48.6 48.6 459 429 54 57 0 0 0 29 443 435 | -0.08
All 33.757| 27.229( 53871| 57.714| 11986 11.157| 0.3714]| 1.1714| 03714| 19714 421 405 | 017

4. What is the reason for your answer for Question 3? (Number of answers)

*I reviewed and understood grammar items and vocabulary while writing.(35)

] became able to write better.(24) *[t was good to write English on my own.(20)

] wrote a lot.(12) *I used various expressions.(5) *I wrote what I wanted to express.(5)
*Writing essays by looking up words by myself was helpful to remember the vocabulary.(5)

*Writing helped me check my weak points and mistakes in writing.(5)

1 made the most of what I had learned.(3)+1 think my English ability has been developed.(3)
1 became able to write in more than 100 words easily.(3) *It was fun.(2)
*I'm not good at writing.(2)

*] got used to writing in English.(2)

*Being able to write means being able to speak.(2)

1 don’t know whether my English ability has developed.*My English ability hasn’t changed.(3)
I don't use Engish in my real life.(2) -1 used translation I took from the Net.(2)



5. How much can you write in English?

More than 120

More than 100

More than 80

More than 50

Less than 50

wordsclonp: final words words words words. Socore
Class F L F L F L F L F L F L
1 436 55.6 513 36.1 51 83 0 0 0 0 439 447
2 395 436 447 436 13.2 128 26 0 0 0 421 431
3 52.6 60.5 26.3 26.3 15.8 132 0 0 0 0| 416 447
4 475 703 425 216 225 8.1 10 0 0 0| 495 462
5 65.8 86.5 316 135 26 0 0 0 0 0 463 487
6 243 472 378 25 29.7 194 54 83 2.7 28 3.75 414
7 54.1 829 378 114 27 5.7 27 0 0 0| 435 477
All 46.771 63.8| 38857 25.357| 13.086( 9.6429| 29571 1.1857| 0.3857 04| 435 452
6. How accurate is your essay writing?
Aglrma?ns;:ro Some grammar Nealy 10 More than 10 Countless
mistakes in a mistakes gr.ammar gtjammar gr‘ammar Sccore
final copy mistakes mistakes mistakes
Class F L F L F L F L F L F L

1 26 1141 69.2 472 256 417 26 0 0 0 3.72 3.69
2 105 128 63.2 53.8 23.7 25.6 26 0 0 26 3.82 359
3 53 0 63.2 76.3 289 21.1 26 26 0 0 3.71 3.74
4 175 54 55 405 225 459 25 54 25 27| 383 340
5 13.2 8.1 76.3 62.2 10.5 29.7 0 0 0 0 403 3.78
6 10.8 16.7 405 38.9 405 333 54 83 27 28 3.51 3.58
7 10.8 17.1 64.9 60 189 229 2.7 0 217 0 3.78 394
All 10.1| 10.171| 61.757| 54.129| 24.371| 31.457| 26286 2.3286| 1.1286( 1.1571| 3.77 3.68

7. How did you cope with the errors and mistakes pointed out in the 2nd writing? (Check all that apply.)

Try to correct Correct as . Correct Write the 3rd Don't correct
all of them by many as mistakes I can " . )
. . writing, omitting [ mistakes and
using a possible by and leave . ,
Lo . . , | mistakes I can’t| leave them as
dictionary or asking my mistakes I can't
. . correct the are
asking a friend correct
Class F L F L F L F L F L
1 66.7 61.1 35.9 30.1 128 83 0 0 0 0
2 55.3 56.4 36.8 359 13.2 103 0 26 0 0
3 57.9 60.5 50 447 53 132 2.6 26 0 0
4 65 67.6 375 27 125 10.8 25 0 0 0
5 76.3 70.3 36.8 351 53 0 53 54 0 0
6 3738 58.3 27 30.6 3738 16.7 2.7 0 2.7 56
7 64.9 60 432 429 10.8 5.7 2.7 0 0 0
All 60.557| 62.029( 38.171| 35.186| 13.957| 9.2857( 2.2571| 1.5143| 0.3857 0.8

0.09
0.10
0.32
-033
0.23
0.38
042
0.17

-0.02
-0.23
0.02
-042
-0.24
0.07
0.16
-0.09



8. What do you think of working on common errors?

I remember
common errors
well and

I remember
some common
errors and am

I remember
some common

[ often forget
common errors,

I forget almost

become careful sometimes errors, but and make the all common Scoore
not to make the careful not to forget others. | same mistakes. errors.
same mistakes. makef the same
mistakes.
Class F L F L F L F L F L F L
1 5.1 16.7 46.2 444 41 36.1 26 28 26 of 341 3.75
2 15.8 205 36.8 385 421 359 0 51 26 0f 355 3.74
3 53 15.8 526 316 421 50 0 26 0 o[ 363 3.61
4 20 18.9 475 243 275 54.1 25 2.7 25 of 380 3.59
5 79 243 50 459 36.8 378 53 2.7 0 o[ 361 424
6 135 222 29.7 472 541 25 0 28 2.7 28 351 3.83
7 10.8 257 59.5 40 27 314 54 0 0 of 384 3.83
All 11.2| 20.586| 46.043| 38.843| 38.657| 38.614| 2.2571| 2.6714| 1.4857 04| 362 3.80
9. Was it useful to speak in English?
Yes, very much. Yes. I can't decide. | Not very much. Not at all. Sccore
Class F L F L F L F L F L F L
1 10.3 16.7 538 444 231 306 128 83 0 of 362 3.70
2 237 231 395 41 237 256 79 10.3 26 o[ 366 3.71
3 132 237 731 65.8 105 10.5 26 0 0 of 398 413
4 15 135 70 595 15 216 0 2.7 0 27| 400 3.78
5 316 10.8 474 703 2141 18.9 0 0 0 of 411 3.92
6 16.2 222 514 472 29.7 278 0 0 217 28 378 3.86
7 16.2 40 64.9 514 189 5.7 0 29 0 of 397 429
All 18.029| 21.429| 57.243| 54.229| 20.286 20.1| 3.3286| 34571 0.7571| 0.7857| 3.87 392
10. What do you think of your speaking ability?
My .s.peaking My speaking My“speakin’g , My speaking
ability has ability has abiity hasn't [l can't say what ability has
developec.i very developed been cha.nged [ want to become poorer Sccore
much s'lnce since April. much sllnce express well. than last year.
April. April.
Class il 3 Ail % Ail % Al % Al % | BIHA | ®E
1 1.7 11.1 59 55.6 3038 333 26 0 0 of 372 3.78
2 184 154 474 56.4 26.3 256 53 26 0 of 371 3.85
3 13.2 184 7141 AR 15.8 10.5 0 0 0 of 398 4.08
4 125 2.7 725 703 15 18.9 0 2.7 0 27 398 3.60
5 105 2.7 7141 784 132 16.2 53 2.7 0 of 387 3.81
6 10.8 13.9 56.7 583 27 222 0 56 27 o[ 365 3.81
7 243 3741 75.7 571 2.7 5.7 0 0 0 0| 432 431
All 13914| 14471| 64.786( 63.886| 18.686| 18.914( 1.8857| 1.9429| 0.3857( 0.3857 3.89 3.89

0.34
0.19
-003
-0.21
0.63
0.32
-0.01
0.18

0.08
0.11
0.16
-0.22
-0.19
0.08
0.31
0.05

0.06
0.14
0.10
-0.38
-0.06
0.16
-0.01
0.00



11. How well did you do in the speaking test?
[ can barely ,
Iﬂcantslpefak I can speak for speak for l ;?Sno’a(sgeallf Eor [ am often
uently tor 2'30”(English | 2'30”(English ”g 'SN 1 silent and can't
more than Course:300”) | Course: 300”) Course: 3'007). Use
2'30”(Engish ' ’ I can't use

with shadowing

with a couple of

conversation

(?oursc?: ,3’00") and rejoinders, | shadowing and s‘ha‘dowing and strategies. | Sccore
with re{omders, and a coupel of |rejoinders. But 1 reJ0|nders much. can't speak for
shadowing, and follow—up can hardly use L can't use 2'30”(English
fO”on_uD questions. follow—up foI.Iow—up Course: 3'007).
questions. questions. questions at all.
Class F L F L F L F L F L F L
1 5.1 8.3 513 389 385 50 5.1 0 0 o[ 356 347
2 211 12.8 36.8 538 342 256 53 7.7 26 o[ 369 3.7
3 26 53 68.4 63.2 289 289 0 26 0 of 373 3N
4 15 0 725 595 175 378 0 2.7 0 of 380 357
5 105 54 7141 622 132 29.7 53 27 0 o[ 387 3.70
6 8.1 11.1 514 333 378 50 0 28 2.7 28| 362 347
7 8 286 514 57.1 378 143 1.0 0 27 o 364 414
All 8.9857( 10.214| 57.557| 52571 29.7| 33.757| 2.3857 2.6429( 1.1429 04( 3.70 3.68
12. Choose one answer concerning your speaking.
] ] I notice my
I ofter.1 notice I sonlwet|mes mistakes one in I seldome I don't know
m.y mlstak.es .notlce my. a while. notice my what are
while speaking, mlstakfas while Sometimes I | mistakes while | mistakes in my Sccore
and always speaking, and correct them, speaking. speaking.
correct them. correct them. | p .+ sometimes
Clas F L F L F L F L F L F L
1 5.1 139 256 278 61.5 50 5.1 28 26 28 325 3.39
2 132 10.3 421 333 447 46.2 0 10.3 0 of 369 344
3 15.8 10.5 342 448 447 421 0 26 0 o[ 350 3.63
4 75 2.7 50 378 35 459 75 10.8 0 27| 358 327
5 132 2.7 474 595 36.8 35.1 26 2.7 0 of 371 362
6 54 11.1 35.1 333 541 444 27 83 27 28 338 34
7 10.8 17.1 59.5 57.1 29.7 257 2.7 0 0 of 387 3.91
All 10.143| 9.7571| 41.986( 41943| 43.786| 41.343( 29429| 5.3571| 0.7571| 1.1857 3.57 352
13. Do you want to be able to use English?
Yes, very much. Yes. I can't decide. | Not vey much. Not at all. Sccore
F L F L F L F L F L F L
1 35.9 472 513 472 12.8 5.6 0 0 0 of 423 442
2 395 56.4 526 436 26 0 26 0 26 of 424 456
3 55.3 52.6 342 447 10.5 26 0 0 0 0 445 450
4 475 486 50 459 25 2.7 0 2.7 0 0 445 440
5 63.2 622 342 324 26 27 0 2.7 0 o[ 461 454
6 432 528 378 417 16.2 5.6 0 0 27 of 419 448
7 703 629 27 3741 27 0 0 0 0 0| 468 463
All 50.7| 54.671| 41.014 418| 7.1286| 2.7429( 0.3714| 0.7714| 0.7571 0 440 450

-0.09
0.03
-0.02
-0.23
-0.17
-0.15
0.51
-0.02

0.14
-0.25
0.13
-0.31
-0.09
0.03
0.05
-0.04

0.19
0.33
0.05
-0.05
-0.07
0.29
-0.05
0.10



14. What is the reason for your answer for Question 13? (Number of answers)
Useful in the future.(40) *Necessary or convenient in the future.(35) I want to go abroad.(21
*Necessary at university and in the world.(19) -1 want to talk with people from abroad. (13)
* Advantageous(13) =Cool (11)  -Globalization (7)
*Fun if you can communicate in English.(4) *I like English. (3)
*There are more chances to use English now.(3)
*I'm a Japanese. *We should learn Japanese first, not English. *I don’t need it in the future.
*] don’t know whether I can use English or not. ] don'’t like it.

@ Your comments on the Writing Class (Number of answers)
It was fun.(22) +Understandable.(15) -I wrote a lot.(14)
* Relaxing atmosphere with a small number of students.(6)
*Writing and speaking a lot developed my English ability.(5)
*Became able to speak bettern than before.(4) =Good to have grammar lessons, t0o.(3)
[ want to write fun essays again.(3) +*Grammar explanation was good.(2)
* Good to learn grammar mistakes and vocabulary by writing.(2)
1 wanted to work on grammar drills more.(5) -I wanted to write more.(4)
*The class was noisy.(3)

5. What [ found from the results of the questionnaire:
*Most of the students seem to take the Writing Class positively with active participation.
*There are some students who have got tired of the lesson probably because it tends to
become routine.
A large portion of the students seem to regard writing as useful to develop their English ability.
*Many students say that writing essays helped them review grammar items and vocabulary.
*The students writings have become better and longer.
*The students came to be concerned about accuracy more than before.
Many students seem to feel there are more mistakes in their writings.
There seems to be frustration that they are not satisfied with their writing products.
Some students can’t help being worried about the amount of the vocabulary they have.
Some students are worried because they forget common errors after they worked on
them.
Many students always correct their writing mistakes pointed by the teachers.
*Quite a few students feel that their speaking ability has developed.
*There seems to be a range of degree to which the students can use conversation strategies.
There seems to be a range of degree on how many mistakes the students notice while
speaking.
*There seems to be a variety in what the students perceived as indicator of the development
in English ability.
*The use of the IC—recorder may have let the students aware of the mistakes in their speaking.
A large proportion of the students feel it very important and necessary to be able to use
Enlgish in the future.

6. Future issues:
*To develop accuracy of accuracy in the students’ writing and speaking.
To increase input with reading materials and model writings so that the students can
make form and meaning connection better.
To let the students realize the difference in syntax between Japanese and English.
*To provide the students with more opportunities to use English in various kinds of activities,
such as discussion and debate.
*To make it possible for the students to cover more topics.
*To diversify the activities according to the students’ future course.
Some students need extra work on preparation for entrance examinations.
Some students don’t need any more study for entrance examination in the latter
semester because of admission by recommendation.



Teaching Plan: 2nd-year Writng (based on incidental focus on form)

Miwako Kushiro (Kakamihara High School)

1. Level: 2nd-year of high school General, Sciend & Math, and English Course
2. Context:

Class size: two groups of about 20 students x 7 classes

Textbook: Mainstream English Writing Course (Zoshindo)

Time: 50 minutes x 2 lessons/ a week

3. Goals and objectives:
a. Students will be able to descirbe their favorite movies, dramas, comics, or novels in more
than 120 (150 for English Course) English words.
b. Students will be able to speak in English about their favorite movies, dramas, comics, or
novels in a pair for more than 3'00”(4'00”for English Course) minutes.
c. Students will be able to acquire grammar items and expressions to write and talk about

their favorite movies, dramas, comics, or novels.

4. Activities:

(Day 1) 1. Small Talk: Given one question, students have a pair conversation for 1-2minutes,
changing partners a few times. (They are encouraged to use conversation
strategies.)

2. Students answer the pre—interview questions and have an interview with three
different partners and write down their anwers. After that, they report the
information they get in the interview.

(Day 2) 1. Small Talk

2. Reading comprehension: Students read the model essay written by the teacher,
and answer the comprehension questions. They check the answers with their
partners, using the model dialogue format.

3. Students work on the first writing by answering provided questions. All they have to
do is to answer the questions just in 1 or 2 sentences each.

4. Students have an interview with a few partners, using conversation strategies.

(Day 3) 1. Peer editing: First, students have a timed conversation with a partner for 3 minutes

and then read their partner's writing and give some comments and

questions. They repeat this routine three times.

. Common errors

2. Second writing: Students work on the second writing.
(Day 4) 1. Small Talk

2. Timed conversation and another peer editing.

3. Students turn in their 2nd writings to the teacher.
(Day 5) 1. Small Talk

2

3

. Third writing: Students correct their mistakes pointed out by the teacher and
answer the questions given by the students.
(Day 6) 1. Small Talk
2. Time conversation for 400”(5'00” for English Course)
(Day 7) 1. Pracitce for the speaking test
(Day 8) 1. Speaking test (IC recorder or video recording)
2. Transcription (in case of IC recorder)
(Day 9) 1. Small Talk
2. Transcription (in case of IC recorder)
3. Fun Essay (homework)



2nd-year Writing: Topic 4

Let's talk about our favorite movies or dramas.

1) What are your favorite movies or dramas?

Before interview: =

1
2
3
2) What kind of movies or dramas are they?
1
2
3

OAction [OFantasy [OLove story [OHorror

A ] 3 <

[OHuman drama OMystery [Animation [History

B % a2 40 4y — RS r 7
ODocumentary [Science Fiction [

3) Who is the leading actor (the main character)?
The leading actor (the main character) of (1, 2, 3) is:

1 . 2
3
4) How many stars would you give to the movies and dramas? o LA
1 ( ) stars % % K Kk k=It was great! I liked it very much!
2 ( ) stars % % %k %=It was good. I liked it.
3 ( ) stars * % * ¥ ¥ =It was OK. I enjoyed it.
5. What are the good points of the movies or dramas you saw?
Good points
1 It’s because
2 It’s because
3 It’s because
N — k9 — 3 v U7 ARTF4Y SUVT AT 4T 43 2 F F 49
exciting, heartwarming, realistic, creative, 1maginative, moving,
J9999% ILBRFED )T IV B BigHhEIG BB
fnstructive, informative,  ZOAHh:

1=80I275% BFHREH S



Communication Practice: Interview your classmates!

1. Ask three classmates the following questions.

Q1: What is your favorite movie or drama?
(BADEFIE. 3DBAFLZLDOMNS1DEHD)

Q2: What kind of movie or drama was it?

Q3: Who is the leading actor (main character)?

Q4: How many stars would you give it?

Q5: What is the good point of it?

2. Take memo.

name | Partnerl: Partner 2:

Qs

Title

Kind

Actor

Stars

Good

Let’ s report what you got!

A: Who did you talk with?

N\
B: I talked with (Partner1~3 M5 1 AiEAT). -~
A: Q1)What is his/her favorite movie? .

B: (Answer)
A: Q2)What kind of movie/drama was it?
B: (Answer)

Al LI, Q3~Q6 ET. (yowZ(he, she, his, her)[CZZ T

BIZEIWLWTH KD,
* —@EY R bHof=-5. A,B XL T interview LTLEELY,




2=
=(
=

|

Let's make a summary of your favorj ~amovie or drama.

&

9 N\
/L

1) Read the passage and answer the questions.

Masao—

‘ My favorite

/ movie!

My favorite movie is The Best Kid. It is an action movie, but it is
also a human drama. The main characters are an American boy and an
Chinese kung fu master. In the movie, the boy is bullied by a Chinese
LWeoHsND

boy who does kung fu very well. The American boy wants to be strong

and beat the Chinese boy. The Chinese kung fu master helps him.

The American boy practices kung fu very hard and wins a kung fu

championship against the Chinese boy. Jaden Smith plays the American
EFE
boy, and Jackie Chan plays the kung fu master. The message of this movie
1s that we should not escape from our difficulties.
*I1F5 &

"

% Underline the answers of the following
questions.
1. What’s Masao’s favorite movie?
2. What kind of movie is it?

3. Who are the main characters?

4. Tell me about the story.
5. Who play the main characters?
6. What is the message of the movie?

% Check the answers with your partner.
At Hi, how ya doin’?

B: . How ‘bout you?

A: . OK, question No. 1. (& LIT5)
B: (Answer) Do you agree?

A: Yes. ( No. I think ).

B: OK, question No. 2. (& EIF5)

A: (Answer) Do you agree?

B: Yes. ( No. I think ).

D UTVA BXREIZERIL. agree, disagree TEATHEZELLGSLY,



2nd year Writing: Let’s talk about our favorite movies and dramas
Task: §FETICR-BE. TLEEH., RATE/DROEHERGZEIZD

0p 0
errln <. X"—U_O)Eﬁﬁﬂ{,ﬁ&’)f 120 Egut_cgb\fﬁd:ao
(ZEEFR 150 3B).

OFirst writing UTDERBZSEICEVNTHES, (BFEEITHSHNKSIZ!)
1. What is your favorite movie ( TV drama, comic, novel )?

2. What kind of movie ( TV drama, comic, novel ) is ?

3. Who are the main characters? 4. Tell me about the story.

5. Who play the main characters? 6. What is the good point of ?
7. What is the message of the movie ( TV drama, comic, novel )?

First writing

(This space is originally B5 size.)

Editor 1: Editor 2: Editor 3:

(Advice & Questions) (Advice & Questions) (Advice & Questions)

K REDREXIC, TE2E3L=bNKIP, TE2ECALBTEEZETS 1ELYS advice, L
T [E2EZABIEL Y=LV &LV questions ZETS !
®Second writing
Advice & Questions #ZSZ(Z, SLITREIETEIS, First writing E2<{BELTIEF A,

(This space is originally B5 size.)

Comments

1st editor ( ) 2nd editor ( ) 3rd editor ( )

*Peer editing: LUTDO3DINTITIE| 3 [Ttz 1}

1. @RV FRERVAR. BALE>THLRBIC *EDITLS,
2. AED DM BEWERS . EEAIC %D BNV AR ANICHERLAESL,
3. $2EBLTAEL, BLAYEWERSECAIC more ZEE. EMHESS,

4. BWVARZRDOHTaAAVNEEDS,
Class( )No.( )Name( )



Third writing

(This space is originally B5 size.)

(Evaluation)
1. £&(ength)
M % (content) &34 B 14 (originality)
XEDIERES
. FOTZEZ(Neat & tidy handwiring)

oA LN

S—2—>1

S—2—>1

S—2—1

S—2—1

RNZAENDHEE(Development) 1st — 2nd —3rd A

S—2—1

Class( )No.( )Name(




