Final Report
Aya Yanagida

1. Title: Developing fluency & accuracy through creative essay writing

2. Context:

(1) Level: Senior High School 3" grade students (international course) (9 boys and 27 girls)

(2) Subject: PC Composition (meet 18 students 2times a week, 50 minutes for each class)

(3) Textbook: Practical Writing (Learn-S)

(4) Problem: Since they are 3™ year students, their main goal is to pass the entrance
examinations. The students (and the previous instructors) tend to think essay writing is not
necessary for 3" year students. Therefore, the textbook is not for “practical writing” as the title
says but it is actually for grammar exercises and translation. Also, the accuracy of their writing

is still need to be developed.

3. Goal:

(1) Help the students to use new grammar and expressions in their essay writing
(2) Help the students to understand and acquire grammar through essay writing
(3) Help the students to create “learning community” through various activities

4. What | did

(1) Introduced essay writing to use the new expressions and grammar points in the textbook
(2) Chose interesting, appealing topic and included self-editing and peer-editing
(3) Let the students focus on their “Common Errors” and develop their grammatical accuracy.
(4) Integrated other skills (reading, speaking, listening) and means (a movie, a short story
competition) to motivate the students

(5) Modified Syllabus
Materials Essay assignment Language Skill Learning
Strategy
Practical Writing Topic Writing Skill Goal setting
April - May | 1. Purpose, Result About Me 1.Paragraph Peer-editing
2. Cause, Reason (Writing about oneself) | Organization Common Errors
3. Causative, Passive | - Club activity and
\oice volunteer activity | have
experienced
May - July | 4. Mode, Method About my future - What | 1. Numbering Peer-editing
5. Negation I want to do after Common Errors
6.Comparison, Proportion | graduation 1%Questionnaire
(Reflection)
Summer Creating a long story | l.speaking, writing | Peer-editing
Holidays (more than 300 words) | 2. time order
September - | 7. Supposition Extremely Short Story | 1. Choosing their | Peer-reading
October 8. Colloquial Expression Competition own topic




9. Time, Frequency
10. Quantity, Degree

2. Writing a very
short story

November - | 11. Advice, Order “Dear Virginia” 1. Reading a letter | Self-editing
December | 12. Request, Inducement, | - Letter to Virginia 2. Writingareply | Peer-editing
Inference Common Errors
13. Necessity, Possibility, 2ndQuestionnaire
Capacity (Reflection)
January - | 14. Question, Emphasis, | “Miracle on 34" Street” | 1. Watching a | Self-editing

February Admiration

15. Suggestion, Request,

- Movie review

movie in English
2. Write a

Peer-editing

Common Errors

. rd . .
Desire summary 3" Questionnaire
16. Noun Expression 3. Write a movie | (Reflection)
(Inanimate Subject) review
5. Results:
PCOVARPYT— (201151 A)
111EH @I‘yt»f(i%%bj’j)\gf:'@?‘;ﬁ\ T FHBEOTAH SOBEI AT ETHEEI ot B34
Was the 1st essay easy to write?  |Yes. very easy S0—so a little hard very difficult
July 78 7 20% 14 40% 13 37% 1 3% 35
(1st topic: club activity & volunteer activity you have experienced)
212E B DTV AIEFEEZDT M o1=TT H |ecreeersor EHEEOThL OOBEIAt ETLERI L [BI& %k
Was the 2nd essay easy to write? |Yes. very easy S0—so a little difficult| very difficult
July 78 7 23% 13 43% 9 30% 1 3% 30
(2nd topic: what you want to do after graduation)
| ERADIVEAITEZTOT HoF-TT h|ectarernor] EHEEOThoL ORIt ETLERI T [BIZ %k
Was the summer essay easy to write? | Yes. very easy S0—S0 a little hard very difficult
October 108 7 19% 13 36% 9 25% 1 3% 36
(3rd topic: making a story)
A ERBDIvEAEZELDIEBELLANSI=TTH |ectnilanot EHBLLAM BRDELLEM I ETEoEBEmt EE=3:4
Was the summer essay fun to write? |Yes, very fun fun a little boring| very boring
October 108 15 42% 16 44% 4 11% 1 3% 36
5| 50BN a—h R —(EEEPIT M o=TITH [ecrzevrnor EHBECT IS BOBEDF ETHBEI D of @%;&
Was the 50—-word short story easy to write?]Yes, very easy SO0—SO a little difficult very difficult
October 108 9 25% 15 42% 9 25% 3 8% 36
6] 50D aI—FRF——ZBLDIFEELDM =TT M [eceationor EBBELLBMI PRDEBLMI LTEoEB NI &%
Was the 50—-word short story fun to write?] Yes, very fun fun a little boring very boring
October 108 15 42% 17 47% 3 8% 1 3% 36
I TAR— =7 ADFH T EZOFTH =TT H, [ectasornor EHBEOT L ORBEIF ETHBED 1| [BIZ %
Was “Letter to Virginia” easy to write?]Yes, very easy S0—SO a little hard very difficult
January 18 10 28% 16 44% 10 28% 0 0% 36
8T —>C=7oFMH 2L DIEEEAN S1=TT h, |ectationor: EhastLEMT ROESEMT ETtoEB LT [EE=3:4
Was “Letter to Virginia” fun to write? | Yes. very fun so0-so a little boring very boring
January 18 11 31% 22 61% 3 8% 0 0% 36
|BRE 34T B DM IITEBE M DT-TT H, [ectntionr EhptLomr eoELET EctoEREht &
Was the movie “Miracle on the 34th Street” fun?] Yes, very fun S0—So a little boring| very boring
January 18 32 89% 3 8% 1 3% 0 0% 36
10| T34 TEDHFHIOLE a—IFEEDLT A =TT H, |ectzarrnor EHBEOT Mol BOBEDF ETHBEICh T @%&
Was the movie review easy to write? ]Yes. very easy S0—S0 a little hard very difficult
January 18 14 39% 17 47% 5 14% 0 0% 36
11|34 TEOFHIOLE1—%BLDIFEEAMNST=TT M, [ectstionor EhBELIML RDEB T LTtoFEBEm &%
Was the movie review fun to write? |Yes, very fun S0—S0 a little boring] very boring
January 18 14 39% 18 50% 4 11% 0 0% 36
12[ BT E Practical WritingDEE S [E 1F 7 [ECHmE 50 B BisEEn TOELL TTHELL B 5
How difficult/easy is the textbook? |very easy a little easy good a little difficult very difficult
July 78 0 0% 2 6% 14 45% 13 42% 2 6% 31
October 108 0 0% 1 3% 21 58% 14 39% 1 3% 37
January 18 0 0% 4 11% 15 42% 17 47% 0 0% 36
July 78 — January 18 +0 +0% 2 5% 1 —3% 4 5% -2 —6%
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BIR—UZ7ADFHIICETIBE IV EEICONT, BEZBLTEL

[negative comments)

%[ hadn't thought about Santa Claus so the assignment was a little hard for me.
* RIEBAL IS D oTz, HEYRERIE VI TIE M oT2,
*AEZN 50RO THLD T,
* DY P TCEE N OT, KEHNBEITE> TV O TEIDLEROY o5 5,
FHUATKRBIZNHENICEE, EFP>TRT DD ELN T,

[neutral comments])

*EN-CEDH AT,

*BEEB(CLFBVTE, FHREZDRFALAYT, baotBERELL.

HHEFIVvAZEDIR/RIDELIH ? | et HLE T RYBI LA F LBt [ &3
Was the textbook useful for writing an essay?]very useful a little useful not very useful not useful at all
Juy 7R 3 8% 21 58% 12 33% 0 0% 36
October 108 4 11% 22 61% 8 22% 2 6% 36
January 1H 6 17% 23 64% 7 19% 0 0% 36
Juy 78 — January 18 3 9% 2 6% -5 -14% 0 +0%
Iyt [FRBEORREZADITRILEL N ? | eThRIL| HURII 1= KYBIiAT @utAhot [E]%’;{(
Was the essay useful to learn expressions in the textbook?] very useful a little useful not very useful not useful at all
Juy 78 4 11% 24 67% 1 19% 1 3% 36
October 10H 5 14% 16 46% 13 37% 1 3% 35
January 18 9 26% 20 57% 5 14% 1 3% 35
Juy 78 — January 18 5 15% -4 —10% -2 -5% 0 +0%
T AEHET HMICRYNDAMRBEIREDFELLA ? | LT REDI PLREDIH= RYKEIHator: 2CRED A1 [E &%
Were you careful in decreasing the mistakes you had made?|very careful a little careful not very careful| not careful at all
Juy 78 18 50% 16 44% 2 6% 0 0% 36
October 108 12 33% 18 50% 6 17% 0 0% 36
January 18 15 42% 19 53% 2 6% 0 0% 36
July 78 — January 18 -3 —-8% 3 9% 0 +0% 0 +0%
ToTAZ B E =TI M7 |EChix D= S5 THEL BEIETHL SHRETHL B2
Do you like writing an essay? Yes, very much Yes, a little Depends Not very much No
Juy 7H 7 19% [ 17% 12 33% 11 31% 0 0% 36
October 108 9 25% 16 44% 9 25% 2 6% 0 0% 36
January 1H 10 29% 13 37% 11 31% 1 3% 0 0% 35
July 78 — January 18 3 10% 7 20% -1 =2% -10 -28% 0 =+ 0%
9IRI—r DIyt RO ERFETT N ? |ETHEFE DLIE E55THEL bEymETEL EREETEL EIE%
Do you like reading classmates’ essays?] Yes. very much Yes, a little Depends Not very much No
Juy 78 8 22% 13 36% 13 36% 2 6% 0 0% 36
October 108 16 44% 17 47% 2 6% 3% 0 0% 36
January 1H 13 36% 12 33% 8 22% 3 8% 0 0% 36
Juy 78 — January 1 B 5 14% -1 -3% -5 —14% 1 2% 0 +0%
ITRA-MDTYRAEROT L, BANTEIEEDIRIsETH? [ (XY, ETH HLEI T RYQIALGHM LAt [EIE=% 4
Does reading classmates’ essays help you write an essay? | very useful a little useful not very useful not useful at all
Juy 78 10 28% 20 56% 6 17% 0 0% 36
October 108 18 50% 12 33% 6 17% 0 0% 36
January 18 18 50% 15 42% 3 8% 0 0% 36
July 78 — January 18 8 22% -5 -14% -3 -9% 0 +0%
HIRA—MBIAAMELDILEE, BRN T AR EDIBULFTH? [ETHRI T HULEIL T RYRI AT SCRIALTAM @%‘iﬁ
Do classmates’ comments help you write an essay?|very useful a little useful not very useful not useful at all
Juy 7R 9 25% 17 47% 8 22% 2 6% 36
October 108 14 39% 14 3% 8 22% 0 0% 36
January 1H 15 42% 16 44% 5 14% 0 0% 36
July 78 — January 18 6 17% -1 —-3% -3 —-8% -2 —6%
932 A—barMEESICERRAAYETA? | [FLY DL EE5THEL HEY @?7; [&
Do you like receiving comments from your classmates? | Yes, very much Yes, a little Depends Not very much No
July 78 9 25% 11 31% 13 36% 2 6% 1 3% 35
October 108 22 61% 11 31% 2 6% 0 0% 1 3% 35
January 1H 22 61% 10 28% 3 8% 1 3% 0 0% 36
Juy 78 — January 1 B 13 36% -1 -3% -10 -28% -1 -3% -1 -3%
FENDISELDIEERHTYFTN?][F DL E55THEL HEY 2R EIE=S-4
Do you like receiving comments from your teacher?| Yes, very much Yes, a little Depends Not very much No
October 108 26 12% 9 25% 0 0% 0 0% 1 3% 35
January 1H 28 78% 8 22% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 36
October 108 — January 1 B 2 6% —1 -3% 0 +0% +0 +0% -1 -3%
PCAVKDBETEDLSILHEBNMOVELBLET A ? | writing speaking reading listening grammar vocabulary
What areas of English ability do you think you have developed?
January 15 34 39% 3 3% 11 13% 1 1% 27 31% 11 13%
* AR R EE
~on B~
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[positive comments])

* DLEE( Do HE, & f-TF,

¥ TAJH 2 EMTEROTNBEIUIEEPIDIERINERS,

* RETFREZMWREENEARVDOT, ELhofz,

* Y UAN LD T T(EEFPTT, hhYPThoTT,

* PUASADFEIOVTEREDBRBLIEHEYRNDT, BLLEITELL,

*INSHFROMRLESESN—BROTEL(K),

* FOTNSONEEDT A ofzL, ZVTTELI O,

* ALAY [CwritingDTERBZ 1L, T—YHEEMN 21D TELA o F2,

* N=UZFDFRERBIN—VZTICFEEZEVTVBAWVT, ETHHEILANDETT . ) Ty BEEREADDNERS, BLH1TT,
* AEZZ LGNV ADNFE NI DNTHH TERSELNIZ,

* [HURENBEDNEND JEVST—IENDVNNEERITE BRTENTASETHI58 LAoT=,

* N—UZFADFRORBEEZDDIEENENELIT=1TE, BRADETELH Tz, ) ALAYICEAEXLETFTEH 1=,

* JYRIRICETHILZAO T, N—I=F7 ORFEFLLLD DL, BADKFEEFHICTHDEE LM FFE $U2IA—ZADFEEIOVTER
B CENTETEA O =,

*ZNHIEMTENTOTELI L, BRNDEZEANLN TR AT,

* N—UZF OFRISRBRIC A=V T ICFHRERVTUVBAH VT, ETEHELANETT ) T/ EERDDOVLRS, ELD-TT,
* FHEE(CLTREORMD LB 1G85,

* FROBORMLEMIZEZ 0L EHMELVEB o, FBRAALGGELTWAILTH, WEEXTHALLMEMAANf=,

* BORTIXISVSBUARENHoT=HE WEXEBCLABEIFXEITTER(TRETL, THBELAN O ! !
*MFORFLERLTXELEL LIS FHAERL,

* FEAQBEEZLELVFENISL, TTRBEEZDONELI oL, ETHBEELAVAEE ST, (2)

[34THOFHIICETHHEFEITOVT, BEERVTESL ]

[negative comments]

*EBIIH LI -TT,

*RECOVNVTIREAVERfFE BEMIZEN LD LOM A SE(TEEITNERINELE, (2)
* VE1—DMAROIME—Sh TOEDST2D T, XOBROE AN —A—ANFNFof 1 2

* REBMEILEEIDLPY DT,

[neutral comments]
* BREEELE ERORNBICHNA DD, BAOTHLEE(C LA ELM o1,
*ENETHABANLTT, RI-BDEEETRTDOIEHLOERVELE,

* BB ETERMN T, BFI—AOERRBRL TRETRNTELN oz, TH, ENH IR D DT D TUE a—[FH Lo f=, BEE R BRI,

BHENOBNELIDE 262 DYDY ot
*EANO-OT, REZ(CARIERZ L TELA T, (4)

[positive comments]

* BENETH LD oTzhD, LE2a—EZE0THoT, (4)

* FROBETII AR ROV TR E 02D TPY T Aotz

¥ [N=SUZFOHUARNEHNESIHDEEIITOVTDEZITET HEVBE -1 T, FELMYBA LT H o1,

*RENETEEELANDIL, LE1a—E 2ol EEDT ot

* O TRIBE > f1TE, TICRICA-LEEILT, (3)

*BREINETHR Moz, mEM Tz, (2)

*FTCELATZ, (2)

*BEZELN ) SED12AFREL,

* EMotEBS, YUARATWVEN D TEI FREBIZRFEBTELLEE o, TvE/2FER(S DT KA BITED A &SI
Z\-21Y,

*MOTHFEL: ! Lo YRERRVNERS-L, BAVKRELRDITohEL,

* BETHABRERVXEHERY LT o !

*ENSEEEFZSDERVAELEESL, BoHtyL TS !

*BRERE DIEERENSDFRIZETEVVRIEIZHS,

* BETHADIEEOICH 1L, VE1—EEDE LM 1AETRREDITH T2,

*DVDIIALIZBIMoT-EBVET , AAVEOBEETATY, AALBNEEBNTH =D T, ELIO-TT,

* listeningtwritingb BT AT TETT (&0t

% My impression of Christmas has completely changed. I was glad to see the movie.

* FUASADBHNHN HRBICEE, TLBELEL. LE1—2BKE, TOERICEALEREREADNBDT, Chb AN EEELEEILE 21—

E2MHB &1LV TT,
*HOIET IV, R&bo1 R, WAVBLEANIEIN T BRULDIOEFLAH TS,

1M, PCAVROBETRATEEL ., BETRAOECE, B EEIMNENLEBN TR,

*MEER T, ZOEICIYE/FE(CE,

*ESSAY WRITING (Z4EX), (8)

* N\ALNAEIL N RENER T AHEQOREXEEALEERS,

* Tyt IFECDHELVL, MEYXENZECHITES, BREXEDELLEEDH AL, EIT=ANRERD,

* Ty % BWEFT 0T ICHIBYEL, AREDNCEMEIDBH DT, TICERALELL,

* Iy DFEEXEOERORLOLOIZ, FEBELH I -FHRRNERS,

* Iyt ( MO HFYRETREI1HE BHBORRERZONADS, HIT=bLVEBNET,

*BREF R ABENT ICELD 9T, YAZUT DAL, WL ERILEBERBEEHELNLEN 0T,

* EXHAUAVIZETBESITHYELE,

* VE1—DEIRBENEIFETL I, SR ELNALTEZ 5005, DWWEBWET,

* IV E(CERTERBOEVANOININS, (—EEICHE-THBETHHN D) ChbbbHoE=ANRVDERNET,
* Extremely Short Story Contest.

* 3ETWriting[ECDIR KR (H 5, 1201245,

* EOBEOIAZET O, ETAVESWAALMAIRYFE Lz, TvEMERAHIL. SAODBVADER-YTELTRIBERTEL,



* PCOVRDTFANMIFAIZESTHZENST, FELTENMOBENIEDIEZINEN 22 TE . FORIBETLONEREL TN EDTETHEMN2/=TT

* N—UZFDFHENREDLE1—FZNT, L TR TEREZIZREDTAUINDEENTHIDAIN L oTz, )

* DB EEOTRETEEADLIUEEERTENTE, TYEAZ ML LT IEANDLIERLEERS,

* PCOVRCH TE-BEBENERRMERICTEISTL. AINISEFORBELERVE T LN TELNS LA S2ERS, MBS E X1 FIT1EOELAITLES
GOOD :)

* PREICREL CHEBLEZOREIFBEZ TN O T, WAWALS N> TEMNSI2TT, READEANT IS MY P TH 2 TT,

* RAIEBETED IENBoTITE . ZERTRUBERE LMY EPYET IENTERZLRS,

* F{SADRBFENFITF U=,

*BHEORBEDEEXTHMNSETH, 1HESTEIATHT. BHTEITHBIE,

* Practical Writing (MRl E) TIUEN KL o1zh D, K212 TT,

* GEETCRABZONTEM oz ! !

* TyRA(EFTINAITEST-LBS5, B, Ty otz E/ N | ! (E) BCABRT AL MBI HHNERS,

* Ty FI{SARITTRI =,

* SGEDEREALH MY PF LN !

* IytAEBNTREICRYZLEELTESSITERDNERS AV FEEE50HLMY,

* Ty B(CE, (DD EXZEBENLLDT, )

* WritingZR BR[X . SUEOBEE T THSRZDEHED L T. Reading® W D(FBTEMTET, ETERIBELS=,

24 PCIVRDBPRTRET REQAMNHIISENTSESL,

* COFETRVEBVET, (11)

* EXDHTHHECTHE LRBELHESDOIFDLELCELCEL,

* BETOCEREXEZENLEC. BADEVEZXEEE>TWSEASIHERMIZB-TEELHBVALZLDO T, FHIENMNEN1ETEEHTIAVITESS
Bhvof=mtLlnizincd,

* B AMIZRIREEE ORA WM T ANELTIELO -2 TT,

* E3DLBEORBMNENELM ST,

* PCOVROBELITTHL TRTORBICHEZ D L5575V —DANHRLNERBNEL ., TN 55— —RXELEEALEANRVERNET,

* P oLMEER-YT BIRENDH DT TCEILGDERS,

* 30 ECRIRE (RIXER) ZF(SAWPY 1LY,

* conversationmL7zLV ! !

* BT HERAHLLY,
25 PCOVRDIBEIZ DN T, DM, IAMERBIITEN TSN,

* FHLLWRBEEESCoTHESIH OISRV ELH T,

* FolRBEDAAZERNDEZ-XIZLT, ZDHBTHARTHLESL. ABEWLWLEZALNSL. F25EE5,

* F IO BERNET, (2)

*HMYPFTL TORENTHLIEEOHLWORBILEICAYEL,

* TYEABETEVRRFBOANONEBVNET, BhOoEBWET, TA—rALIz 212 TT,

* Ty W<REMNELM-LTT,

* EM2f=TT,

* SETIOPCIAVARTE o ISGEMRNA AL E (Tyt4, FIBEEH) ISR DM SIELLY D

* 3 (TytA) NRELI 0Tz, BERIRLDARIEAOLEST, RANOVNTEIONRD > TELI =,

* BEEOBREC(MXER) Z2HALTOIOMNELM T,

* SGEM TS50 MBESITHoTzEBWET ! )

* REMNLI=A 2T, SEITHO TREFDOBEN TR o1,

*ﬁ%ﬁg@tib\%%‘@i‘tb\%;wU&‘ WAWALEEDREE LT L Twitingl 21 T 2B ENDEEL, BLAET—I TRSENTETRVERMN

(1A B

* BRE DreviewWN T =D L of=, /BREEAMNSI=TT,

* G IKhMYOTT, COBRELETEEMOIERBNET  MENETEELI DT,

* HhYPFhotz | PCaVRABE O P TIBERSELAM o=,

* Ty FECCLICEH T, HHRFBBLILIT/BATUOENDDS, Bl - STCRENRICLED T2 1HE | WS BLLEHEN 2L DSEE>THLI ST,
HHTHAOBHIZR D=,

* RN EOBRBEPHENE DL, PEIRUPTS! !

* RO HANETEHLAYPT 21 TT,

* GEDFHAN LAY HOFLT, BLbhvofz ! 1!

* PCOVRTESRBORRERBRFEZHELS12HY0,

* 1ERESTHELN ST BIELNED ST EFTTHRICIBFELT=,

26 PCIVRDIBEERITHREA, AvE—CFBNTHEZD,

* TIEOHEANOL, BARBIXIGKYEZERS,

* RO THBERITINERTHESITHYET,

* COEIHREIIBEITGHEBELDOT, NAIF>TEEL,

* ZERICRIDERD1DTY , AEFLBNTPOYIRIS,

* BEEEDH T S1Y, TvEAEB VYL TOS L OASANIENKSABTEET, TLHESHTITERRYICEEEN TSN, ThA L DONBERE
TEALIIHYET . BESTEIVIEDTT  BEFIEEV LT ZOR AN DNTEET, RE>TEHBETT & !

* LICH DS LHEBLREICEALARBKRE, BEHITELBRIZANFITOEET,

* TEXLDFHFIEBTPOYELLS, (2)

*EXEEYHATERDBIEEFELTEVVALREEICLTENTHS,

* SETHSEN O SGEMNKEAERT, TyEAEECTEEMEHFT TR DL, BLLMRETT D

* The more you write, the more advantage skill you can get!

* A THADEEIE->MYLEL, DABIEZNS FBIBHITHAS ! !

* ERICEEBEFEOINS. DITHDIEEBELERVET,:)

* HRAETFAIFELLRER !

* RECORMEXMEIL. TNETNDEADNH O THABDEZEHBNT. B DEOIEIILEBHICBETENDEIERETHINELLES,

* 1 2FE TEFEo-3GEABIEEE T big chance! BETIIMHELLTEOZDMD, REL>TTES | SGEMNFELRAL. EREZELDIEEZLERS )

* writingld, BlF3 L3I TS ET KRGS A0 S —ERGMYMBML ELVWERS,

* TERRE SO TIZE W, EEREBD AN DEFET )

* EELECTRERZELTE . readingPwriting® H(EF 2D THBFES TSN, Ty LR EFLE A A TEMYITRZLERSTE 1FRITFRSRS
WTBESHDDOTHMNSEN TR TS ! ()

* IXEREMEIL. FE>TTEVLDSAIMNERELEL, MB>TTHEEPLPRENBELTUNDIDEHE ST —, FALTOOCLITEZTHERLV! |
* 12 TOOTCERLIEEDLRLETE 2olEYELE D> TWNEM 21 AERHERDITET . COTFRAMIENFERRLRN ! !

* PCOVRIEMD YT RICEHENERTZ T DIHEREA D, Lo P> TEED NEDIF T,

* PCaAVRTE o= ERBIL. —EHDFEERS K !

* TEAR O TKIZELY, (2)

*E1EILAMELDO T, COREZRTICRENZBH TS,

* Ty DEEIZBESDAICEIEBNFET,

¥ 1EfEEENLEINS BENRUEZER Tz, FEILLoMY | FFTEENTEATHS !

* BFERFENTITO- TRV L BETHESEEICEYETS,



21 SHEE (K TED LS AEDFT D, BENEBEEETES,
* M E & positivelZEZ D,
*BETFRETRS, (2)
* BENERATATEETRAEGENEBVTHZ BEEITT S,
* FEFIEEAA. FOMDEEITOVTHEKEF>T2ATI DY T,
* BIRZIZEOTIEEBOBENECZDDT, 1EIT1ETOEICERIT12LY,
* REAFE->TH 2633227 —2av Lz, WONERLTEEE2 bR ELMNH TN DBY T,
* SE?CDALEBERICEFTINT, 2RELLBA-L HFICHEICRE,
* BROFZIFPERMYVERNVETS,
* %iqj"'o
* speaking&writingDBENZEDIFHEMLBTHRIUDEBIL, LOERTEEHIEBID T, hEDFz0, WFhIEBNEL LI TT,
* writingPreadingkl . REM TEAHLSITHY 0,
¥ YRZUG NERE—F VT hELIF T 2ERATA4T EFEALORNBESITHY N ! !
* Speaking. /S REEHEEHESITHS ! (3)
*BATHAT, BROLSIBEENENBCHU, BLHSEEE S (listening, speaking) #F D111 !
xHEENEDHVNERIDE, FTIENTELSITRYNERVET,
* FAIL AR R | RIGRAZ (L0
*ZELTH, RETCHLHELBERENTEIREL. ELELSIZLEL!
* ROONELEVXELT EOCRATERBEEREONDILIBATT  BEANEDIH-Y, EXITEBNAIET, ERTET L5V ERLVE
* SGEDRENE DT B IS BEEEIEER S,
* & [Llisteningfie 1 EspeakingBE hERILL T, B RITISIToTERSOHLKSIZLENTT,
* writing: B2 DERZREN (TENIE) HCETH L5115, Speaking, listening: BABRRFENTEL L3145,
* Speaking & Listening Skill UP! Study abroad!
* reading! =12 REBZRA TAEITITHE2B0IDD, BYALRLTENVIZEKRELYVTT,
*TETENDRENERE N,
* SGEEHS ! !
* ESITHALT EITONTBLLVEERNVET,
*xFEEELT D,
* HEEBFIEOLTVAARKREAEZEEZ TRALA—RIZREFTEDRLIITHY LY,
*[34TEDHM ) ZXEMESM-oTEMBLIL!
* o EERBRENTESLSITLELY,
¥ AJRASERENFEEDEIITHD,
* BEEHUP |
* RATATDHERAL—RIZEEDH L5124 B,
* TOEICO A7 Z@IET,
* BEEIA0T  SGEEE, RE TN BATLFERECELEACHMIRY LV ! !

* Vocabulary. Grammar.

6. What I learned:
(1)Topic

I found that the students’ interest in writing largely depend on the topic. At first, [ planned
to let the students to work on the topics which were in the national university entrance examinations.
I wanted to directly relate the class to their goal, university entrance examinations. However, the
topics were a little too difficult and uninteresting for my students. Also, they were not very
motivated to write about such topics since only a few students in the class were aiming to enter
national universities. Therefore, I gave them a questionnaire after the 1* term to find their interest.
Based on the questionnaire, I changed the topic and integrated listening, reading, and speaking
activity as well as writing.

As for the ease of writing, the first two topics (1st topic: club activity & volunteer activity
you have experienced, 2nd topic: what you want to do after graduation) seemed to be relatively easy
for the students (question 1 & 2). More than 60 % mentioned that the two topics were either very
easy or s0-So easy to write. As for the summer essay (continuing a story), its length was long (more
than 300 words), which made them a little hard for them to write (question 3, 55 % said very easy or
S0-S0 easy to write). What interesting was the 50-word-short story was not as easy as | had expected
although the length is quite short (question 5, 67% said very easy or so-so easy to write). Many of
them found it difficult (but fun) to make their story exactly 50 words and to choose the most
appropriate vocabulary for their stories. The reply to “Virginia’s letter” was much easier topic for the



students (question 7, 72 % answered very easy oOr So-so easy to write). The topic was
dream-inspiring and the letter form seemed to be familiar for them. The movie review was the
simplest to write (86 % answered very easy or so-so easy to write in question 10), and the
movie “Miracle on the 34" Street” was very popular (89% answered the movie was very fun).
One thing | should improve next time is to show them an example review to teach what a review is
like. 3 students mentioned they did not know what to write in their reviews.

Among the four topics (the summer essay, the short story, Virginia’s letter, a movie
review) the summer essay and the short story was the most popular (42% answered “very fun”), a
movie review and Virginia’s letter follows. One of the reasons of the popularity was the students
sent their short stories to the competition (Extremely Short Story Competition, ESSC) and they
knew some prizes would be awarded for some excellent works. Another factor was that they had
freedom in what to write. Japanese high school students normally do not have many choices in their
materials. Therefore, many of them mentioned it was challenging to decide what to write, but it was
very enjoyable. | am sure many of them used critical thinking skills through this writing.

(2) Textbook and Essay writing

The ease of the textbook “Practical Writing” seemed a little difficult for my students (42%
answered “good / appropriate,” 47 % answered “a little difficult,” and “a little easy” increased by
5 % and “very difficult” decreased by 6 % in question 12). It is probably because some questions
are a little hard and the students are not used to Japanese-English translation.

As for the content of the textbook, it is actually not so much for writing as grammar
exercises and translation. Therefore, | decided to assign essay writing to my students. | encouraged
them to apply and use new expressions and grammar in the textbook into their essay. In the past,
instructors of “PC Composition” used only the textbook without assigning any essays. | knew that
translation is NOT writing and students needed opportunities to USE what they learn. | also
believed using a language helps the students to understand grammar and to motivate their learning.

The results of the questionnaire support my belief. The students regard the textbook
useful in writing essays (17 % answered very useful, 64% mentioned a little useful in question 13),
which means the textbook itself (grammar) is not a goal, but a means to write essays. Essay writing
was regarded as useful by the students in question 14: Was the essay useful to learn expressions in
the textbook? (26 % said very useful and 57 % said a little useful). Most of the students mentioned
that they were able to memorize new expressions, understand grammar better, and develop
both writing and reading ability thanks to writing essays. Their voices prove that using a
language creates a “virtuous cycle” for language learning.

(3) Grammar Accuracy

As we used the textbook “Practical Writing,” the students often practiced new expressions
and expressed their opinions in pairs. When they brought their drafts, they do peer-editing, first
about “content” and then next about “accuracy”. On the drafts | did not correct their mistakes but
just underlined some parts with some hints such as “time” “spelling” “grammar” “another word.” |
wanted to let them find the answers for themselves and develop their autonomy. Before they turned
in the final versions, | encouraged them to decrease their mistakes compared with their previous



drafts. After they turned in their essays, | collected their common mistakes and gave them feedback.
The students solved “common errors” in pairs and talked about “why” they have the answers. In
this way, the students were “languaging” (think aloud or vocalize their opinions) and I believe
“languaging” deepens their understanding. Furthermore, I included some common errors in the
term exams so that they could review again. As a result, almost all of the students became more
aware of their grammar accuracy (42% said “very careful” and 53% said “a little careful” in
decreasing the mistakes they made in question 15). Because the students actually used textbook
grammar in their essays, they understood how to use it in a context. Many of them wrote in their
questionnaires that they mastered grammar and expressions naturally as they wrote essays and that
peer-editing (and being edited) was very effective.
(4) Writing & Reading Essays

At the beginning of the school year, only 36 % of the students answered they liked
writing essays (19% liked very much, 17 % liked a little in question 16). However, the
percentage increased to 66 % (29 % liked very much, 37% liked a little), which was very
surprising and delightful result. It is probably because the students got used to writing essays and
felt fun in using what they learned. One students commented, “By writing various kinds of essays
(both long and short), | felt very confident.” Many students mentioned that the more they wrote
essays, the more fun writing became. By the same token, they liked reading classmates’ essays (in
January, 36% liked very much, 33% a little in question 17). Once a student forgot her essay for
peer-editing, and she was very disappointed because she could not receive comments from their
classmates. (She borrowed her friend’s essay instead).

(5)Comments from their Peers& Teacher

While the students first peer-edit their essays, they made comments about the content.
After the first peer-editing, they rewrite their essays. Then, in their second peer-editing, they focused
on their grammar accuracy. While they do peer-editing about their content, they enjoyed both
writing and receiving comments. However, I noticed that some students wrote only positive and
vague comments such as “Your essay is interesting.” Therefore, | encouraged them to write concrete
and useful comments for their partners so that their writing could get better. For the second editing, |
underlined their grammatical mistakes and wrote some hints (“time,” “spell,” “another word”) both
in English and in Japanese. After | return their essays, they first self-edit and tried to notice their
mistakes by themselves. Next, they tried to correct grammar mistakes while they do peer-editing.
The students worked on peer-editing very seriously and enjoyed teaching each other. One
student wrote in her questionnaire as follows; “Both correcting mistakes and being corrected
was very useful. | was very inspired when | read accurate essays of the other classmates.”

Every time | collect the students’ essays, | wrote brief comments about the content and
grammar accuracy. There are two points | paid most attention to. One is to always write positive
comments and praises to all the students. Second is not to correct all the grammar mistakes. 1 was
genuinely impressed by their creativity, full of ideas, and diversity as | read their essays. When
I wrote comments about their grammar, | encouraged them to look up in a dictionary, suggested
more ideas and hints without just giving them the correct answers. In January, ALL the students



answered they like receiving comments from me (78% very much, 22% a little in question 21).
(6)English Ability They Developed
About 39 % of the students answered their writing ability developed, 31% answered
grammar in question 22. If [ had used only the grammar textbook, they would not have developed
writing ability. I am glad that I decided to include essay writing. Interestingly, 13% answered
their reading ability and vocabulary ability also developed. It would be because they had many
chances to read their classmates’ essays through peer-editing, and they learned new vocabulary by
peer-editing and rewriting their essays. After the o questionnaire, I found that there are many
students who want to speak English. Based on that result, I started to integrate other skills (speaking,
listening, and reading) in class. Those skills enabled the students to understand grammar better and
enjoy using English. Some students mentioned that they really enjoyed PC Composition class
and loved the class THE BEST of all the classes.
(7)Assessing the Needs and Modifying a Syllabus

As soon as I receive the textbook, I made a syllabus for the class. Creating a syllabus
was very useful in visioning a final goal of the year and how to reach the goal. It was similar to
climbing up a mountain. The final goal was a top of the mountain, and each objective was like each
station along the top. However, I realized it is necessary to modify the original syllabus
according to the context, such as level, needs, interest of the students. Assessing the needs of the
students was very helpful not only to find out their needs but also to look at my classes objectively.
It was also a very good opportunity to discover other aspects of my students.

(8)Prize

To my great surprise and happiness, two students I won prizes in “Extremely Short Story
Competition (ESSC).” We were very happy that our stories were acknowledged and known to
people outside school. Three of us made power point slides to match the stories, and they can be
seen at: http://www.jafae.org/essc/2010 _award work.html. Thanks to this composition class, the
students and I learned not only English per se but we understood each other more deeply and

successfully created harmonious classroom community.

7. Future issues

1. 1 would like to allot more time for speaking and listening activity so that they will like English
more and develop both fluency and accuracy.

2. I need to teach “logicality” and “cohesiveness,” which are the main characteristics of English
writing.

3. Twould like to introduce self-evaluation and making a portfolio.

4. T would like to assign diary or action log to help the students self-reflect and become

autonomous learners.
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Lesson Plan
Aya Yanagida

1. Level: 3 year high school students
2. Class size: 18 students
3. Textbook: Practical Writing (Learn-S)
4. Goal for 3 Units (11. Advice, Order, 12. Request, Inducement, Inference, 13. Necessity, Possibility, Capacity)

(1) Students understand the content of “Virginia’s letter.”

(2) Students master new grammar and expressions in 3 Units

(3) Students develop both fluency and accuracy in writing
5. Objectives

(1) Students answer questions about “Virginia’s Letter.”

(2) Students apply new grammar and expressions from 3 Units to essay writing

(3) Students read and understand classmates’ essays through peer-editing

6. Procedure:
1) Day 1
(DStudents solve questions in Unit 11 at home. Students do pair-work and teacher explains
some important grammar points and expressions.
2) Day 2
(DStudents solve questions in Unit 12 at home. Students do pair-work and teacher explains
some important grammar points and expressions.
3) Day 3
(DStudents solve questions in Unit 13 at home. Students do pair-work and teacher explains
some important grammar points and expressions.
4) Day 4
(DStudents listen to teacher’s Christmas story and retell it with their partner.
(@The students talk about their Christmas memories in pairs in English.
(®Students read “Virginia’s letter” and try writing a reply to her. (1¥ draft)
5)Day5
(DStudents read classmates’ drafts and write comments (peer-editing about content).
@They read the reply letter of “the SUN,” and they listen to the CD.
(3They answer to the questions about the reply letter, and the teacher checks the answers.
(@DTeacher collect the 1* draft.
6) Day 6
(DTeacher gives “common errors” to the students. The students solve those questions again.
(@The students talks about their answers and the reasons of their answers in pairs.
(3)The teacher explains some important grammar points.
@Students do 2™ peer-editing about grammar.

(®Students rewrite their writing at home.



Let’s Talk About Christmas Time
Class ( ) Number ( ) Name ( )

1. Listen to the teacher’s story and “RETELL” the story with your partner.

2. Do you like Christmas time?

3. How did you spend your Christmas when you were a child? What did you do? What did
you eat?

4. Do you believe in Santa Claus?

5. When you have your children, how would you spend Christmas time? What would
you do for your children?
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Is There A Santa Claus?
Dear Editor,

| am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa
says "If you see it in The Sun it's so." Please tell me the truth, is there a
Santa Claus?
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***Writing Assignment ***
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Is There A Santa Claus?

Dear Editor,
| am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says "If
you see it in The Sun it's so." Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus?
Virginia O'Hanlon, 115 West 95th Street, New York City
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