Final Report Toshio Suganuma

Introduction of writing and listening activities in English |

Level: High school first-year students ( 2 classes with 40 students each )

Subject: Reading ( Textbook Polestar English course 1)

Problems:

1. To rely on the translations into Japanese

2. To spend so much time on grammatical items.

What I did

1. Introducing three steps; Pre-reading, While-reading, and Post reading activities
2. Scaffolding for reading

(1) First Reading: To let them get the gist of the story

(2) Second reading: To let them understand the story deeply

* In both activities, They share their ideas with other students.

3. Scaffolding for listenning

(1) Sketching for dictation: picking up some impressive words

(2) Dictation: Scrip is a summary of the lesson made by the instructor.
(3) Checking and reading sentence by sentence each other

(4) shadowing

(5) Translation ( Japanese into English)

Result: From the questionnaire given to the students

( The number is the actual count of the students, out of 80)
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What I learned:

1. According to Question3, the model sentences for input are difficult.
2. According to Question5, scaffolding for listening is still difficult for them.
3. According to Question8, | did not change the pair in one period. Some students want to share
their ideas with more students.
Future issues:
The followings are need some improvements.
1. Model sentences in Vocabulary input
2. scaffoldings for listening activities

3. Pairwork



Lesson 8 “Rice and Ducks”

Pre- Reading:
- Look at these pictures.

e AR

1. What do you see in the picture?

2. Read the title. Can you guess what happens?

* Share your idea with your partner.
A: What do you see in the picture?

B: . How about you?

A

B: What is this story about?

A: . What do you think?

B:




Lesson 8 (1) * Read the whole story in 2 min, and follow the directions below.

Fukunaga Daigo is a farmer who grows rice in Kagoshima Prefecture. Many years ago, he farmed a small
rice field of 10 ares without using weed killer. He and his mother would bend down and pull weeds by hand.
It was heavy work, and his mother said, "If you used weed killer, we would not need to pull weeds." However,
he would not change his mind. Why was Fukunaga so determined?

In the 1960s, a chemical plant in Minamata, Kumamoto Prefecture, released mercury into the sea. This
poisoned the fish living there, and people who ate the fish became seriously ill. The illness was called
Minamata disease. It is thought that over 2,200 people suffered from it.

Around that time, the Vietnam War was taking place. The American fighter planes sprayed chemicals to
kill the trees so that Vietnamese soldiers could not hide there. These chemicals harmed a large number of
Vietnamese people. After the war, as many as 150,000 children were born with serious disabilities.

If these tragedies had not happened, Fukunaga would probably have used weed Killer or other chemicals.
(182 words)

1. Read the 1st sentence of each paragraph, and answer the following True / False Questions.

weed killer: FRELA| achemical plant: 5% T4 mercury: /K$R a fighter plane: Bkt
! Vietnamese soldiers: -~ k7 A

(1) Fukunaga Daigo grows rice in Kagoshima. ()
(2) In the 1960s, Minamata, Kumamoto Prefecture released mercury into the sea. ( )

(3) The Vietham War happened around the time. ( )

2. Fill in the following blanks with a suitable word below.

(1) V6 ( )ed a large rice field in “Dash #¢.”

(2) The man has the power to ( ) spoons. (p.273)

(3) lam ( )togothere. MXES LThzizfT<, |

(4) Exile ( ) a new single last week.

(5) The nuclear accident ( )ed the land and the sea.

(6) The suspect ( ) from the police for nearly 20 years. *suspect: wEE#
(7)1t ( )ed hisimage. (p.253) [ZHUZXoTHITA A—VF T LT, |

[ harm / farm / determined / hid / release / bend / poison ]
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3. Read the story again, and answer the following questions.

Fukunaga Daigo is a farmer who grows rice in Kagoshima Prefecture. Many years ago, he farmed a small
rice field of 10 ares without using weed killer. He and his mother would bend down and pull weeds by hand.
It was heavy work, and his mother said, "If you used weed killer, we would not need to pull weeds." However,
he would not change his mind. Why was Fukunaga so determined?

In the 1960s, a chemical plant in Minamata, Kumamoto Prefecture, released mercury into the sea. This
poisoned the fish living there, and people who ate the fish became seriously ill. The illness was called
Minamata disease. It is thought that over 2,200 people suffered from it.

Around that time, the Vietnam War was taking place. The American fighter planes sprayed chemicals to
kill the trees so that Vietnamese soldiers could not hide there. These chemicals harmed a large number of
Vietnamese people. After the war, as many as 150,000 children were born with serious disabilities.

If these tragedies had not happened, Fukunaga would probably have used weed Killer or other chemicals.

(1) Many years ago, how did Daigo farm his field?

(2) What was "Minamata” disease?

(3) After the Vietnam War, as many as 150,000 children were born with disabilities. Why ?

Check your answer with your partner like the following.
A: Let's talk about No.1. Many years ago, how did Daigo farm his field?

B: I think . How about you?

A: T agree with you. / I think

B: I see. Let’s talk about No.2. What was “Minamata” disease? ML



4. Reading Practice

1: Sketching(3): % — 7Y — K, B & 7 7],

2: Dictation(3-7): 8 0% T OK

3:check: 227 U7 K CEz A, BIEWTHRI, HEIEH,

4: Reading aloud 1 39" 223t L T,

5:Read and look up: 132 ki, A7 U7 b, EE%E EIF T,

6: Shadowing: pair work

[HEEEERSN

8: I EHEEHY



Fukunaga Daigo is a farmer / who grows rice in Kagoshima Prefecture. //
BARKE S VTR ERT | (1T BRERTREFTTWD 1

Many years ago, / he farmed a small rice field of 10 ares / without using weed Killer. //
RS ENTIE [ T 10 7— v D/ SR B AT ZHHEL T e | BREAIZ DT /)
He and his mother / would bend down and pull weeds by hand. // It was heavy work, /
W ERBUL | DIRAT, FCTHEHEZD LS TWEbLDE ST || ZIUTEFETE -7 1
and his mother said, / "If you used weed killer, / we would not need to pull weeds." //
ZLTHORBBITE > 7 | TBRIDBRERZE 21T | A7z Bi3EEZT L6232 Thnalz) /
However, / he would not change his mind. //
LU T BIZEDDBEZZEZ D06 VX7
Why was Fukunaga so determined? //
R, FAKSATZEDXIICHECIRE L TWeDTEAS I D I

In the 1960s, / a chemical plant in Minamata, Kumamoto Prefecture, /
1960 FRIT [ AEARIRIKIRD & 2L 3G LAY |
released mercury into the sea. // This poisoned the fish living there, / and people who ate the fish /
WCAKEBZFRE LT [ ZOHEPRDOEATNWDE ZAZEHR LT | LT, ZOREETZALD |
became seriously ill. // The iliness was called Minamata disease. //
IR o7z I Z OFERITARGRIR & FEX T M
It is thought / that over 2,200 people suffered from it. //
ZHIFTEZ BN TWD 12,200 NLLEDSIKER CTHLATZE
Around that time, / the Vietham War was taking place. //
ZDE [ X T LERPREFE L T ]
The American fighter planes sprayed chemicals / to kill the trees /
T AU T EEREIEE ML I A N LT | Rx RS TT20 0 |
so that Viethamese soldiers could not hide there. //
NN FLAENZZICHEZBED D ENTERNEIITE
These chemicals harmed a large number of Viethamese people. //
IS DOEMPIGZRIZE DN M T LD A& IfaFE2Marz I
After the war, / as many as 150,000 children / were born with serious disabilities. //
% 115 TABDFESTZEN | RABHIKEELZ S > THEEFNTEZ /]
If these tragedies had not happened, / Fukunaga would probably have used weed killer or other
chemicals. //
2O LIBBINEZ o TWierole b | KIS AEBE L S BREAIRIZNOILFIEML ZE > TWielZAs 9 I



5. Post Reading
1. Divide the story into 3 groups, and summarize in Japanese.

1st

2nd

3rd

2.  What do you think about Fukunaga’s way of farming? why?

*Share your idea with your partner.

A: What do you think about Fukunaga’s way of farming?

B: I think , because . How about you? what is your opinion?
( shadowing )
A: | think , because

( shadowing )

** Exchange your worksheet with another student, and check it.



6. Reading Strategies: Hif% DX ORAMRKICIER T2,
(1) However; ifZ,

. However,

*practice: I like him. However, T don't like his way of talking.

(2)47#) _ so that --—--- can(can’t) / could(couldn’t); ------- T 57Dl (HEZERT) 75
1TH) so that HJ

*practice: I got up at b that morning so that I could catch the first train.
178 ( ) HRY

= I got up at 5 that morning ( ) ) ) catch

the first train.

LR PR A TWD DN, 539D L9y T EBITTFEN,
Please open up your bag ( can / have / I / so / you / see / what ).



1. Fukunaga Daigo is a farmer who grows rice in Kagoshima Prefecture.
2. Many years ago, he farmed a small rice field of 10 ares without using weed killer.
3. He and his mother would bend down and pull weeds by hand.
*would ( ) *( ) and ( )

4. 1t was heavy work, and his mother said,

It = ( ), *( ) and ( )
5."If you used weed killer, we would not need to pull weeds." ocicT
6. However, he would not change his mind. *would not ( )

7.Why was Fukunaga so determined?

8.1n the 1960s, a chemical plant in Minamata, Kumamoto Prefecture, released mercury into the sea.

*S= ( ), V=( )

9. This poisoned the fish living there, and people who ate the fish became seriously ill.
This = ( )X ) ,and ( )

10. The illness was called Minamata disease.

11. It is thought that over 2,200 people suffered from it. It= it=

12. Around that time, the Vietnam War was taking place. that time=

13. The American fighter planes sprayed chemicals to kill the trees so that Vietnamese soldiers could not
hide there.

14, These chemicals harmed a large number of Viethamese people. *a number of =

15. After the war, as many as 150,000 children were born with serious disabilities. = no less than

16. If these tragedies had not happened, Fukunaga would probably have used weed killer or other
chemicals.

*He can memorize as many as 50 English words at a time. as many as + G+ #EEA
r ]



Teaching Plan ( English I)

Level: First -year high school students
Class size: 40
Time: 50 minutes x 3 classes
Goal: To let the students think about what aigamo method is.
Procedure:
1. Pre-Reading activity: The students guess the topic of the lesson.
2. While- Reading activities
(1) First Reading activity: True or False Questions ( They get the gist of the passage. )
(2) Vocabulary input: Introduction of new words
(3) Second Reading activity: By answering questions in English, and sharing their ideas with other
students, they deepen their understanding of the story.
(4) Reading Practice: Through several activities, they will be familiar with the pronunciation, and get used
to reading out thew story.
3. Post-Reading activities: To let them divide the passage, and summerize each part, as well as their idea
about the topic of the story.

4. Reading strategies, and grammar explanations.



