Action Research (Final)
Hiromi Osuka
March 24, 2012

1. Title: How should we improve Japanese students’ communication abilities?
—— Effective tasks and group activities in order to teach grammar communicatively _

2. Context: Da JTE @a JTE and a teacher of another subject
(1) Level: Junior high school 1st year students ®a JTE and a sub JTE @a JTE and an ALT
(2) Class size: 32 students X 3 classes

(3) Time: 45~50 minutes X4 classes (per week)Z/
(4) Textbook: New Horizon English Book 1 by Tokyo Shoseki
(5) Issues:

a. Attitudes

Seventh graders in Toyohashi had one English class per week for three years when they were in
elementary school consisting mainly of communication games in English. Most students looked
energetic to learn English, but in April 2011, some students (16.3%) said that they did not like learning
English so much.

b. Abilities

The seventh grade students had received 100 hours of English of learning experience and there seemed
to be some differences in their English abilities and motivation; many students were interested in
English, but a few students had severe learning disabilities.

c. English teachers

There were seven classes in grade 7 this year. There were three English teachers for grade 7 students.
I taught three classes and the other two teachers had two classes each. We had to discuss how to teach
students and what kinds of activities we should use. It was difficult for us to find time to discuss
curriculum and teaching ideas because they were part-time teachers.

3. My goals:

My goal is to help my junior high school students acquire a solid foundation in English
thinking. I hope that more communicative grammar practice will enable them to acquire a
feel for correct English grammar, including word order, so that they use English without
thinking about grammar in the future.

4. What I did:

(1) Improved teaching methods by giving students opportunities to practice in realistic
situations

(2) Taught students grammar communicatively by using Task-based Instruction

(3) Gave students interesting and useful activities based on Task-based Language
Teaching (TBLT)

(4) Modified the required textbook in order to make handouts based on TBLT

(5) Worked out effective tasks which cultivated the four fundamental English skills

(6) Worked out effective group activities which motivate students to study English more

(7) Made English classes understandable

(8) Collaborated on curriculum with two other teachers to produce better results for more
students

5. What happened:
(1)Results from the surveys in April, July, and February: 90 students ( ) =%
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(2) Student impressions about English learning

YStudent hopes for English learning (April)
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(3) How students changed

a. The students’ results show that they came to understand that talking with their friends
improved their English abilities and it’s very interesting and exciting.  Through
talking in pairs or in groups, students became confident when using new sentences and
less afraid of making mistakes. Some students became better at teaching slow
learners in their group.

b. Some students who didn’t like English when they were in elementary school came to
like English again. When they were in elementary school, it was difficult for them to
understand and remember what they learned because they were not taught the
alphabet and words.  Just listening and speaking English were not enough for them
to enjoy English activities.

c. Students enjoyed talking in English and improved their four English skills using the
communicative activities I prepared for each part of every unit. Many students
realized that the more they studied English, the more they could easily understand and
use the English they had learned.

d. After learning new target sentences through communicative activities, twice the number
of students came to make sentences in order to express themselves in English or had
tried to use English they had learned. A lot of students have been motivated to study
more or use English.

6. What I learned

(1) The students who experience English activities for three years in elementary school are
accustomed to communication activities better than the students who experienced
English activities for only one year. How much they experienced during elementary
school has an effect on their attitudes to activities they are to try in junior high school.
Junior high school teachers should not let them down and have to make the best use of
what students learned when they were in elementary school.

(2) Students like listening, speaking, and reading English. But they are not good at writing
English. I try to increase writing activities after they finish activities based on key
sentences for each part of each unit with the intention of increasing students’ writing
opportunities. But it is not enough for them to cultivate their writing abilities. I need to
work out activities to enforce their writing abilities though they don’t like practicing
writing English in their notebooks.

(3) T tried to use pair and group activities which give students more opportunities to use
and listen to English they have to learn. Through activities in groups of four, students
taught each other because someone would find a mistake and someone would correct it.
Many students realized that speaking a lot and listening to friends’ sentences using new
grammar enabled them to learn new sentences easily. They learned many different
types of sentences from their friends and provided another point of view. Group
activities make their learning conditions better.

(4) As results show, students using TBL improved their four basic English skills. I
decreased explanations about grammar and increased student interaction so that
students had a lot of opportunities to talk with their friends in English. Students
realized that the more they used communicative activities, the more they improved
their English abilities.

(5) My two English colleagues for seventh graders were very cooperative so that all the
students in the same grade could learn English using the same handouts and try the
same activities. They had communicative activities and learned English through
communication. They enjoyed their activities and learned a lot from their friends. Their
English abilities were improved and showed better results in the achievement test held
in our city. Two teachers cooperated with me and provided a better English learning
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environment. I learned we need better relationships with each other to produce
satisfactory results. Someone named this “colleagueship.” 1 really realized the
importance of colleagueship.

(6) T think many English teachers have never tried an activity like “Let’s try a
well-organized self-introduction.” @#3, #4) My colleagues who are in charge of the
seventh graders said to me, “Students were really active for this activity and they
presented their ideas enthusiastically. I really enjoyed teaching using this activity.”
I think it is wonderful and necessary that both teachers and students enjoy the class.

(7) T have used the same pictures repeatedly so that students can say the verbs connected to
the pictures immediately. Moreover students come to know that they can say
something about the pictures using the different sentences. Through different
activities using the same pictures, students can learn that verb conjugation is
important in order to learn English.  I've tried to make many kinds of communicative
activities and I've realized that the most useful activity makes students want to
communicate in English independently based on controlled activities.

7. Further issues

(1) The students who didn’t like English so much are getting fewer and fewer, but the
numerical value is still about 14.4 %. Some students started to dislike English when
they became junior high school students. Almost all students of these students have not
liked English so much since they were in elementary school. Unpleasantness about

English has been deeply rooted in these students (often this is because their parents
have similar attitudes.) I have to work out teaching procedures and pleasant activities
which make such students feel like studying English again.

(2) T think that learning the four basic English skills has elements that are similar to
learning other subjects such as music, P.E. and industrial arts. The harder students try
and the more they practice, the better they become. But students don’t realize this fact
and they are not willing to take the time to practice the four basic skills. Sometimes I
made use of the card game called ‘karuta’ because students were really excited to play
cards. They like playing pleasant and simple games better than trying intellectual
activities. But I'm afraid that there aren’t many suitable activities to learn target
sentences in natural situations which arouse students’ intellectual curiosity. Some
boys and girls could not communicate well with each other.  Teachers should work out
pair and group activities. I felt that students needed to have more opportunities to
learn communication skills for their daily lives through English communication
activities.

(3) My two colleagues, Ms. A and Ms. B, were part-time teachers this year. They tried to
adjust to my pace. They were very cooperative and tried to understand my methods;
practiced as much as they could. They willingly agreed to use the handouts I made. Ms.
A observed my classes and tried to adjust her classes as necessary. I had opportunities to
be a sub-teacher in their classes but Ms. B had no opportunities to see my classes.
Joining their classes as a sub teacher, I saw that there were many ways of teaching the
same handouts. Without insisting on one’s own teaching style, we should respond flexibly.
Teachers should be flexible in our way of teaching. We should join or observe other
teachers’ classes as much as possible. Ms. B tried to observe my classes, but if she had
had more opportunities to see my classes, we would have better understood each other.

(4) Our school has been given research responsibilities commissioned by the Toyohashi

Board of Education. We have to study “how to teach students nine subjects based on PBL.
(Project Based Learning or Problem Based Learning). I worked out the activities based
on the PBL. I have wondered to myself what are the points in common and differences
between the PBL and TBL (Task-based Learning). How should I work out my classes
based on the concept of PBL?
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Lesson Plan ( Final, 2012)

Name( Hiromi Osuka )
1. Level: Junior High School first year students
2. Class size: 3 classes with 31~32 students
3. Textbook: New Horizon English Course Book 1 ( Tokyo Shoseki ):
Unit6 7V —FD A% (Ms. Green’s family)
4: Goal: Students can talk about someone that interests them using “regular verb + s”
5. Objectives:
(1) Language Functions:
* To have students practice how to use third person singular verbs.
* To teach the students the basic pattern:
“Does Ken like ...~? /Yes, he does. / No, he doesn’t.”
+ To teach the students the basic sentence pattern: “does not...”
(2) Communicative Function:
+ To enable students to hold a simple dialog based on the “Does Ken like ...? / Yes,
he does. / No, he doesn’t. ” form.
* To teach the students how to introduce someone.

6. Procedure:
(1) Day one: Part 1 AIZ2WTHI L & 9 ( Talking about someone )
(D New words and phrases of Part 1
@ Trying activities “GRIEVRESZRBNTLFS”
@ Listening to tapes & comprehension checking
@ Trying eigono-print

(2) Day two: Part 2 U #13 A A ? (Does Lisa know Japan well?)
(D Review of sentences using third person singular verbs
@ Reading of Part 1
@ Writing down basic sentences & Basic Exercise(p.50)
@ New words and phrases of Part 2

® Communicative activities “P€ & ! tENifolads ?”

(3) Day three: Part 3 k= ~E & A7ZET 2 (What sort of city is Toronto? ) “ 7
(D Review of sentences asking about third person singular
@ Listening to tapes & comprehension checking
@ Reading of Part 2
@ Writing down basic sentences & Basic Exercise(p.52)
(® New words and phrases of Part 3

® Communicative activities “BRIEAQEICIHNTCEEES”

(4) Day four: Part 3 k> hid & A7l 2 (What sort of city is Toronto? ) Today’s Lesson
(D Review reading of Part 2
@ Communicative activities “BRIEAQCEICIHNCEEES”
(@ Listening to tapes & comprehension checking
@ Trying eigono-print
(® Reading of Part 3
® Writing down basic sentences & Basic Exercise (p.53)



(5) Day five: "Let’ s try a well-organized introduction about someone’
(D Making the draft
@ Peer-editing
@ Checking the draft by the ALT
@ Self-evaluation

7. Today’s Lesson
(1) Reading Part 2 aloud in pairs for one minute
(2) Communicative activities “TREEQAQEICHNTIEEH ! 17
(in the previous class)
(D Students answer the 11 questions and fill O or X in the table.

@ Students collect data from their friends for introductions.
Make groups of four. Student A asks Student B about 11 items. A |D
A, C, D students take notes about B students’ data. B |C
Next student B asks student C in the same way and students take notes.

v

@ Practicing how to report about his/her friend
@ Make new groups of four like the following figure

1|2 1|2 1|2 > 1)1 414
314 3|4 3|4 1)1 414
1]2 212
314 Figure 1 212
12 313
314 313

Student A reports about student B in the new group. Student B reports about
student C. Students C and D report in the same way.

Student A says “I will talk about student B. Student B likes skiing. S/he doesn’t like
English. ...... ” Student A talks about Student B’s 11 items. The other three students
take notes about student B. If he/she cannot understand student A, he/she asks
about the item using the sentence “Does B student......... ?”

(® After finishing the report activity, students try to write about a person who is new
to him/her.
©® Self-evaluation
(3) Listening to tapes & comprehension checking
(4) Trying eigono-print
(5) Reading of Part 3
(6) Writing down basic sentences & Basic Exercise (p.53)

8. Assessment
(1) Worksheet: How eagerly students talk about their friend using third person singular
verbs and how correctly they can write about the person they are interested
in using third person singular verbs. (15 mins. )
(2) Substitution: Making sentences using the third person singular verbs. (15 mins. )
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