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The primary purpose of this program is to collaborate with local communities to develop
a broader understanding of the importance of addressing and finding solutions for
complex global issues. This program focuses on how local communities in Hawaii are
bringing back traditional culture by redeveloping native Hawaiian land and the Hawaiian
language. This is a 10 day program with five days of interaction with the local community
and five days of volunteer work.

On Kauai, Hawaii, residents in the Haena area are bringing back native Hawaiian culture
by redeveloping the land of their ancestors. Taro, a staple food of the traditional Hawaiian
diet, no longer has enough land to grow due to such problems as overtourism and invasive
species. Through this program, students will learn about the significance of taro in
Hawiian culture, by doing volunteer work to plant, grow, pick, clean, and make food out
of taro to help the local community.

Working with the NPOs at Limahuli Garden and Preserve and the Hui Maka'ainana o
Makana, students will learn about the ecosystem and food subsistence of the Kauai
community and assist them in different projects to maintain the area. Students will also
learn about the history of Japanese-Hawaiian culture by visiting sites such as the Kauai
Soto Zen Temple and participate in a cultural exchange with college students at Kauai
Community College and Kawaikini Charter School.

After participating in this program, students will improve intercultural communication
skills and deepen their knowledge of environmental, historical, and cultural issues.
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Mabhalo! A hui hou (Thank you! Goodbye)






