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Academic writing is an important part of learning in the Humanities (languages, history, arts etc.), but
especially when writing in a foreign language, learners should also be encouraged to actively create products
in the target language of the class which could be seen as more creative, or at least more personal, because
sharing their own ideas is an important part of feeling like they belong. A challenge to this is that because there
is a focus on academic writing through their assessment, many students do not particularly feel intrinsically
motivated to use the language creatively and are really only there to obtain a required credit.

In classes with a discussion emphasis, as opposed to a lecture format, student participation is a requirement.
As a result, intrinsic student motivation is the key to effectiveness in both teaching and learning, and that is
something that cannot be forced. Students should feel free to discuss their opinions both with, and in front of,
other learners as well as both with, and in front of, the instructional staff. One possible technique would be to
encourage students to find ways to use the topics covered in class as launch points to their own interests.
Students need to think about their own interests and develop a growth mindset.

In writing classes, teachers should show relationships between different forms of writing by introducing the
concept of genre to learners. Students can be introduced to creative nonfiction as part of writing classwork.
They will write about their own lives and their own culture in a way that people from other cultures can
understand. They will also be researching a project that they will develop into an academic essay. Both speaking
and writing are about communication and that whatever they can speak about, they can write about. Just like
in speaking, in writing, there are different registers used for different topics, with academic essays being high
in formality and other types of writing can be relatively low in formality. If students can write about things that

are important to them as individuals, then intrinsic student motivation should increase.
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1. AERROME
There were 277 respondents (88% of participating students). Overall impressions of the JSC
(Japan Studies Course) classes were encouragingly positive, with a high average satisfaction

rate of 4.5 for the content and the organization of the classes offered
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2. FECLOHIHRE

The statistics available do not show patterns for individual courses, but the low number of
2 and 1 assessments suggest that in general, the courses were popular and productive. The
content was given high scores, suggesting that the materials given were of interest and useful
to the participating students. Mid-range scores in some areas, such as appropriateness of

language level and clarity of explanation may be due to the fact that several of the



participants were not English native speakers.
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3. SROBERHEICAITT

The JSC program is constantly developing and adding new areas of content, and this should
lead to increased student satisfaction with the program as a whole. Many comments were
received through the survey. Most were positive, but there are some areas that need to be
worked on, particularly with finding a level of English appropriate for a wide variety of
nationalities, and improving instructor—student interaction. Many of the instructors on this
program are non-hative, and their great efforts to introduce and explain about Japan in
English are very much appreciated. We hope that more Japanese staff will be interested in
joining this program. In summary, the results of the survey were gratifying, and we will

continue to build on this solid foundation.
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