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NUFS Workshop 2013

Newsletter No. 11

Final Presentation

Date: March 29, 2014, 13:30-17:30
Venue: Conference room at XIV Biwako
The number of participants: 17

Advisors: Nancy Mutoh, Kazuyoshi Sato (NUFS),

Abstract: Each action research group member made

March 30, 2014, 9:00-12:00

Robert Croker (Nanzan University)

their final presentation on their action research. They
reported what they did, what happened, what they
learned, future issues and so on.

Comments from the participants

1. How do you feel of a monthly workshop? Did you learn any good ideas from the instructor?
Which one(s) did you like the best? What kinds of topics do you want for future workshops?

® The monthly workshop is a vital part of my learning experience in the MA in TESOL Program. | have

learned valuable lessons from the professors/presenters. | would like to see more interactive workshops
with practical applications.

| feel extremely overwhelmed with the activities | learned from the monthly workshop. These were all
ideas that I could try to my own classroom. I like the “motivating students” workshop I attended since it
broadens my understanding about supporting the student’s growth and development towards language
learning experience.
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2. What do you think of the action research project you have participated in 20137 Did it help

you to improve your teaching skills? (For the participants of the second session only)

e | truly enjoyed doing my AR since it completely changed the way | teach my class specifically for
lesson planning and the learning | gained from the constructive comments made by our great professors.
It also helps me to widen my horizon to understand that teaching is something that we should value.
This important discovery about improving our teaching skills will greatly support our students towards a
bright future.
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3. How was a monthly report and presentation? (For the participants of the second session only)

e At first, it was really difficult since it has been a while since | did monthly presentation in front of other
professionals. | always feel the need to improve my report and presenting it effectively. However, since
we all have different participants in our own AR projects, some of the presentation skills and techniques
could be adapted and developed. Grouping the reports according to teaching context is really effective
in a sense that we could relate our own class.
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What is(are) the reason(s) of not being able to attend monthly workshop?
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How can we improve this action research/ monthly workshop project? How can we attract
more teachers? Please write your comment/advice.

| suspect the goal of the action research period is, among a number of things, to have the students
become familiar with and habitualize the format and practice of reviewing one's lessons, posing
questions, and looking for solutions. These goals are being addressed. However, based on comments by
some of the more experienced members and organizers, focusing the teachers on making their lessons
more language producing (communicative) is a key target of these sessions. There has been some
misunderstanding or miscommunication at several of the sessions about whether an activity was
language producing or not. Perhaps it would be good to identify the aspects of the lesson if this
continues or for newcomers to increase their awareness of this point. For example: | did such and such
an activity with my students. That was the input aspect of my lesson...

The people behind this monthly workshop are all amazing. I couldn’t ask for more since they really
work hard to facilitate each workshop. | would appreciate if there would be a separate workshop for
teaching children since there is a vast of English schools offering language learning to young learners in
Nagoya.
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Thank you for your cooperation to NUFS Workshop in 2013. We are

looking forward to seeing you again in 2014.



