Action Research Mid-Term Report 2012

Noriko Ishitobi (Ueda JHS, Nagoya)

1. Title: Creating Positive Learning Community in Classrooms
2. Teaching context
1) Level: 3rd year of junior high school
2) Class size: 38x4 classes
3) Time: 50minsx4/ week
4) Textbook: New Horizon English Course 3 (Tokyo Shoseki) Unit 3
5) Problems:
I have been seeing these third year students since they were in the first year; however,
I have not taught the same group of students for three years. I had to teach my new
students everything from the beginning such as conversation strategies and way of
rotating the seat in April this year again. I had to know about them and they also
might need to know about me. Of course some students were new to each other as well
and had to know about one another.

As for their attitudes in class, they do not have serious problems concerning
learning attitudes though many students had lukewarm attitudes in school life until
last year. They are now relatively polite, very quiet, and enthusiastic toward learning.
That is because they are strongly conscious of high school entrance exams this year
and even slower students is showing willingness to change in their learning attitude.
Many students go to cram schools and focus on reading, writing, and solving problems.
I had to encourage to practice speaking as well to improve those skills while they think
it is important to work on workbooks provided by the cram schools. I also needed to

persuade them the necessity of pair work to build communicative ability.



3. Goals:
Students will get to know each other, help each other and learn from each other in class.
Their willingness to learn English will lead to the successful relationship in class. Most of
all, students will improve English proficiency through collaboration in pair work. Through
the process, students will create active atmosphere in classrooms. I hope my quiet
students will be more genki.
4. What I did:
Timed-conversation (on p. 7)
Communicative activities (on p.9)
Songs (on p.13 )
5. Results:
The questionnaire was conducted in July on two classes of 38 students, and the valid
response number was 35 in each class. 3-6 has a warm atmosphere with several cheerful
students. In this class, I told the meaning of pair work and my goal of encouraging pair
work. On the other hand, 3-8 is a very quiet class. It didn’t seem that boys and girls in this
class are communicating well on a daily basis. In this class, everything tends to go rather
slowly with the unresponsive group of students. Because of time restraints, I happened to
miss a chance to tell the meaning or goal of pair work.

The 12 questions were asked to choose and mark in four levels from 4 (strongly
agree) to 1 (disagree). Some spaces to write reasons or comments were also provided to
each question.

The questions are: 1. I am participating in pair work. 1) of communicative activities 2) of
translation of sentences and words in the textbook 3) of reading aloud the textbook 4) of
discussion. 2. Pair work is useful for learning English. 3. I get to know about classmates
through pair work. 4. I learn more through pair work. 5. I learn from each other through

pair work. 6. I am motived toward learning more when I do pair work. 7. I like pair work. 8.
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I prefer working individually to pair work. and 9. I prefer working in a group to a pair.

[Table: Survey result in July]

1. 1) Communicative activities
mgil weid

62.9%62.9%

5.7%
0.0% 0.0%

1. 2) Translating sentences&words
il meil

60.0%

57.1%

5.7%
0.0% 0.0%

1. 3) Reading aloud
mgif woeil

60.0%

0.0% 0.0%

1. 4) Discussion
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2. Usefulness
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3. Getting know each other

4. Effectiveness

m8il moi

48.6%48.6% 45.7%

mgil meil
51.4% 48.6%
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.6%
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5. Learn from each other
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6. Motivating
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7. Like pairwork?
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8. Prefer individual work?
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25.7%
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9. Prefer groupwork?
m8#E moeif

48.6%
42.9%

;
17.1% 4 394

0.0% 2.9%

|Comments on Q21| (The numbers in parentheses show actual number of students out of 70)

OI can ask my partners when I didn’t know or understand. (14)

OI can improve my communication ability. (2)

OI can actually use the expressions I have just learned. (1)

O1It is important to learn not only reading but also speaking. (1)

OI can speak and listen at the same time when I do pair work. (1)

OI learn practical English besides textbook English. (1)

OI learn how I can covey my meaning to my partners. I also learn from the expressions my

partners used. (1)

Alt really depends on partners I work with. (2)

@1t doesn’t have to be pair work to do reading aloud and translations.

|Comments on Q3!|

OI learned about my classmates on what they like and what they do on weekends. (30)

OI can have a chance to talk to people I had never (hardly) talked to. /I could talk to a boy
(different sex) I didn’t like so much before. (10)

OI have been surprised to hear what partners said. (6)

@ Some people are too quiet (reluctant) to do pair work. (4)

@The language knowledge is limited and not enough to know about partners deeply. (2)

|Comments on Q4, 51|

Ol learn the things which are not in the textbook from partners. (25)
OI repeat the same thing many times in pair work and it is helpful for my learning. (2)

OSometimes I notice the things which I would never notice when I work on my own. (2)
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|Comments on Q6, 71|

OIt’s more fun to work in pairs. (12)
OBecause I don’t want to cause problem (be rude) to partners, I have to work hard. (9)
@1 may be a problem for my partners because I am slow (I cannot do well). (3)

@To be honest, we have so many pair works so I don’t like English class as much as before.

1
@Please let me be alone. (1)

6. What I learned
The classroom atmosphere reflects the survey results. More cheerful class, 3-6, has a little
more positive opinion on pair work and admitted the benefit of pair work. The other group,
3-8, doesn’t have a very negative atmosphere. However, I understand the reason why it
doesn’t seem that pair work is working well in this class when I found out that more
students want to work individually rather than pair work seeing Graph 8.

I sometimes just let them work in pairs when I want them to check the meaning of
sentences and words; however, when I see that many students think it is worth to do it, I
think I need to think about more systematic way of those pair work.

Lastly, it is not about teaching but I would like to leave some comments on the way of
collecting the data this time; some points were not appropriate. First, some questions were
very similar to one another to the students. Therefore, the students tended to write some
comments repeatedly, or some comments do not fit to the question and rather should apply
to the other questions. It made me hard to collect and organize the data. Secondly, I did
not set a neutral point in the answer options though I think it is necessary now. Some
students were not able to choose proper answers which express their ideas due to this
problem.

7. Future issues
+ All the students need to know the goal of pair work.
+ Depending on the activity, it may be better to have same partners always. There might be

a way to pair up students according to the achievement level.
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+ The way of assessing pair work should be speaking tests. I need to conduct speaking tests

in the second term.

Lesson Plan (from Monthly Report of June)

1. Level: 3rd year of junior high school
2. Class size: 38%4classes
3. Time: 50minsx4/week
4. Text book: New Horizon English Course 3 (Tokyo Shoseki) Unit 2
5. Objectives:
To learn the usage of present perfect
To talk with classmates and learn about each other using present perfect
6. Procedure of Unit 2
Day 1 Introduction of present perfect continuous [Activityl
Day 2 Textbook (pp. 14-15) Starting Out, Dialog
Day 3 Textbook (p. 16) Reading for Communication®
Day 4 Textbook (p. 17) Reading for Communication®
Day 5 Textbook (pp.18-19) Listening Plus
Day 6 Active English
7. Activity "BIfESE T" (Day 1)
1) Goal: To interview partners using present perfect.
2) Procedure of the activity
Step 1: Listen to T's English and fill in the blanks.
Step 2: Write about themselves. "I have lived in Tempaku-ku for ~."
Step 3: Talk in pairs. Take notes what they heard from their partners.

Step 4: Write sentences about the partners using notes.



@

Let's learn conversation strategies! Vol.2

=z B ZRALD !

1BHOBNED

How's it going?

@

)

@  Follow up question H8FDEZCCEICSHICERTD

Reaction BFODE>2C&ICXTT DX
I see.

Really? / Oh, really? / Wow!

Nice./ Cool. / Great.

Shadowing MBFOBZERDIRT

A: T went to Tokyo Disneyland yesterday.
B: Oh, Tokyo Disneyland!

When? Where? With who?

$ SFEDIL—)U

1. Make eye contact.
BFEODBEZHTCEED,

2. Speak clearly.
ELELULENWTIEZ>EDEEZD,

3. Smile!
5EAT !

SHBORE
HERFMEITDDENDTIN, | What are you going to do this weekend?

Example
A Hi,I'm

B:Hi,I'm . How's it going?

A: Pretty good. How about you?
B: Good.

So, what are you going to do this weekend?

A: I'm going to go shopping with my sister.

B: Oh, shopping. Nice. Where?

A: To Sakae. Maybe Lachic.

©

: Lachic. I like it too.

: How about you? What are you going to do this weekend?

: T am going to go jogging with my dad. We usually go to Tempaku River.

: Do you like jogging?
: Yes! I like jogging very much.
i Good.

: Nice talking with you.

: You too.




Step 1| = Listen to your teacher and fill in the blanks.

il
o

I came back to Nagoya from Hawaii in August, 2010.
I live in Moriyama-ku now.

I have lived in Moriyama-ku since ( ) ( ).

I started to play badminton in 2004.
I play badminton every Wednesday.
T have played badminton for ( ) ).

ZZTHD

BIESE TR (k)
have (has) + %5 T(Fo&) ~LTW15)

WEDHLHRERTIHRO T, BEBMEEL TVD Z LIZONTET,
ke L CWDHIH, sk -72 Uh7n) Rl Z2 R 97201 for, since D3MEDILD,

Examples:  for three days 3 HIH for two weeks 2 J[#]
for six months 6 77 1 [#] for tenyears 1 04FfH
since 1990 1990 4FLL3k since I was born A FNTHH

since I was tenyearsold 10 DK

Step 2/ = Write about yourself. Example T have learned karate since I was 5 years
old.
@ T live in Tempaku-ku.

@ I study English.

@I MHYDHE /R L, Bk, 2ATYH




Step 3| = Talk with your partner.
MEEELEL LD, GELTERABEEZAELTCBEEL X 9,
Example:  A: I

B: How long have you ?
A: Tve

Memo

= Write about your partners.
Xahk Liz/X— b=z o TEEXELL I,
Example:  Masao has liked AKB48 for three years.

O

O

What did you think? %54 L CTATE S -2 L2 RETHENTAL I, —LTHOK !

% About today's activity

Fun [3 2 1] Easy [3 2 1] Useful [3 2 1]

Comments A HEIOIEENZ SOV T O, B8, REI~OHEE2EZ H, HAFETOK !

Class Number Name
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IRERT  havelhas) HBEDHE [FoE~UTER |
EE->TEPDCEERRBLTHE LR,

Nana has danced ballet since she was three years old.
[NUIZ3FNS0>TEHUL. ]
Kenya has practiced karate since he was six years old.
[6 FDENDSZEFZD>TNET,
Anna has liked the Dragons since she was in the third grade.
[SFLEDENS FSIVANFETI, ]
Toshihisa has played the guitar for seven months.
7 7 BE+Y—-Z28N\TNET ] = TFHY—ZBNT7 7 BIC8D. ]
Ryo has played the drums since he was three years old.
[BmDENS FSALZDD>TNET,
Ryo has liked movies for three years. LFNTEEIACT 50, alan)%
3 FRERBAEFETI, SF7L b,
Daiki has had a cat for ten years.
MO FM=RI (—ML) B> TUET,
Hina has liked Perfume since she was in the fifth grade. (~AEEDRND ) & D FNNTT
M5 FAEDENS/ D 21— AMFETT, | ELoMDEAZLED.

play (AR —/L 2 5 AR =129 &,
RN LTI ED ARV X

BT 1E the AV D A,

(D I have played judo for ten years.

@ Osamu has watched action movies since I was ten.
@ Yuriko has had dog for four years.

@ Sho has played baseball since he was five grade.
(® Haruka has liked arashi since ten years old.

©® I have wanted bike for a long time.
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=XFEGEN Z DO CHTORFRBZRB TSI\ THIE LT~

% This activity was fun! % | enjoyed!
% | think M speaks English well. % | think shadowing is very difficult.
% | enjoyed talking with my friends. % | was surprised when Naoki said he has liked
% | could know about my friends. swimming for ten years. Ten year is long!
% Some people play different sports for a % | think talking with everyone was fun.
long time! % | think many people like playing sports. And
It was fun to talk with a partner because | they have played them since they were little.
get to know many things about the partner. % The activity was very good to study about “Z{
% Talking in English is difficult. But I like 527 .7 It made me excited.

talking with friends. So | want to speak

English well.

= RONISCERNZEENDDDE T, EDTNILIELNXICEDDT L& DN,
Talk is not easy. —

It’s very happy! —

I am interesting and difficult! —

I think fun.—

I think interesting.—

They are interested sports.—

OO OO0 00 0 O0

Yui is good listener. —

=RDYXE, BERADKLKEENBERNTY, COITDEREOFLRDK !
O 1 could enjoy talking with many people.

MELBTENTER] >TSVE
| enjoyed talking with many people. L1, ZRFETIS enjoyed T OK!

O I could know about my classmates. (BT ENTER ] > T=0VENDR, Z0E

I Iearned about my CIaSSmateS [EE_C learn é—f{ﬁi(‘:gg?gk\) Ub\?‘%fﬁl:&ébcﬁ !

O Talking with them made me happy. them > ClZNHL5?
CCIIBARPICELNEN !

Talking with my classmates made me happy.
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Call Me Maybe by Carly Rae Jepsen (2012)

| threw a wish in the well,
Don't ask me, Il never tell
| looked to you as it fell,
And now you're in my way

I'd trade my soul for a wish,
Pennies and dimes for a kiss
| wasn't looking for this,

But now you're in my way

& Your stare was holdin',
Ripped jeans, skin was showin'
Hot night, wind was blowin'
Where you think you're going, baby?

% Hey, | just met you,
And this is crazy,
But here's my number,
So call me, maybe?

© It's hard to look right,
At you baby,
But here's my number,
So call me, maybe?

e

A And all the other boys,
Try to chase me,
But here's my number,
So call me, maybe?

You took your time with the call,
| took no time with the fall

You gave me nothing at all,

But still, you're in my way

| beg, and borrow and steal
At first sight and it's real

| didn't know | would feel it,
But it's in my way

®xO%A

& Before you came into my life
| missed you so bad
| missed you so bad
| missed you so, so bad

sk Before you came into my life
I missed you so bad
And you should know that
| missed you so, so bad
Ok AWk

So call me, maybe?

HFICEWEZLEOD
HWTHH AL HALGWVWEA
A U ELTKHEITHE =D
SEHSE HELN

FELADNGESIBOBMIE 2 TEL2B P I &
BEFH-oTHLWLASLFALTIELYL
CABEDHLYLeEAn=DIC
SELIENBELL ESLLS33AEL

RobohdEHHETERHLT
FVWTELS—UAAHITT, AARZBLWVES
EVRICAHNKRINT S
—&kESTHO2LYLBD?

hihoT%H HoEMYT
CABDESMLTARIFE
CNABESEMNDG

Mo ERELT

LA LENR LAY
hyvakdET
THEFLELAXLKEND
Mo BHEELT

SHI3MLTSE
HOBIZEHLOAL » 5 &
CNBESELL
Moz bEELT

BITECTCTLTEHD?
CobE—BEAE DI
LHRBATNELVAER
BROISTATHEAREREL

BYSUDNEDTHATEOD &
ZOo0EBEESI G2z VLR
CABRREFELIZHRDLEAT

i ERo Y BABEE AL

ZS5HIND
FE ot - - -
5B 51FE
—BRniG0

SOoBEEFEICE -0
bohAhElzhoTH?
—BniE oA &

IFETEELRWLW-LTINDEAED

Mo bBELT
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