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How do students develop English skills?

1. My trial of integrated English skills.
2. Context

(1) Level: 2nd grade, junior high school
(2) Class size: 40 students x 3 classes
(3) Textbook: New Horizon 2 (Tokyo Shoseki)

(4) The issues

-There are so many students who are not willing to study; not only English but all the
subjects they have to learn at school. Sometimes group work or pair work doesn’t work
because some of them are not interested in activities in class. Such students have difficulty to
communicate even in their first language Japanese.

-More than half of the students have great difficulty to write using grammar and
vocabulary they have already learned. That causes the students can’t catch up with class in
which new grammar one after another.

3. My goals as an English teacher.
1) To get all the students involved in class.
2) To get all the students to be interested in communication in English.

3) To get all the students to be interested in writing in class.
4. What I did:

Students try to get four skills of English: reading, writing, listening, and speaking. I tried to
make flow of integration of those skills in class. There are three steps as below.
1) Oral reading
I think that oral reading is important and necessary to understand language. In class
students had some time to read the text aloud. That is timed reading. After learning to read,
they practice reading for two minutes themselves. They use FE&HFH —b at that time. Every
&R sheet has fiver versions rating from English with katakana version to Japanese
equivalent version. (See P.3) They are expected to go up onto more difficult version. Finally
they should recite the texts. As the result of this exercise, students can use the expressions.
2) Writing
Students had more chances to write on various kinds of topics about themselves this year
than last year.(See PP7-8) Students wrote about the topics as below.
1. Show & Tell 2. Diary 3. E-mail (self-introduction) 4. My Dream 5. Summer
Vacation
6. What I must do at home 7. My Town 8. Christmas Card 9. My Favorite Thing
3) Speaking and listening
As the next step after writing, students share their writings for speaking and listening
activities. The method is as below.



Writing —{Sharing the topics with peers (in pairs or small groups)

—Writing about peers

Sharing written information (with the whole class)

5. Result

1). the result of the questionnaire (last of February total:112 students)

A B C D
ORBEEEF > TEDDSVVENWCEERIBTEILDICEE, 34% | 47% | 10%| 9%
CHEZBEZFE > TCEBDONRIBELENWCEZEITDLDICE S, 24% | 35% | 30%| 11%
QT UNEEF > TCRIRITDCEICHKENFT CTRDLDICE DI, 40% | 41%| 5% | 14%
@HEBOBEDPTRIFIDCEEBEIDCEIMBRLEERS 65% | 24%| 6%| 5%
OX=IBEDSA T« VIICIETFEBRICENDHHDKDICE D 7’ 51% | 31% 8% | 10%
OFOFTHOY— FRE ) —F 1 VI CIFEBRICED AT K DICE o2, 51% | 27% | 11%| 11%
DB RDIEEDRP D =D CIFFEBRICERDES K DICE o2, 55% | 30% | 10%| 5%
@IIaAZNT AT« POT 1 EFT 1 IISTEBRICEIL 50% | 34% | 11%| 5%
@D“)b—jfj—9(JEQED**‘@(;@@%E%DGDMQHDO 51%| 30% | 13%| 6%
WS T 1 VI8 UERE - BEABREDESEXNNEITDRDICESZ, 43% | 33% | 17% 7%
MFSREEE U BB DEBNERICTHDLDICE O, 37%| 40% | 14%| 9%
RRIVEBE U CESEBOUBREBREEEZDRDICE DI, 26% | 44% | 18% | 12%
BECEPTEDRIDICEDE, 48% | 37% | 10%| 5%
WISZAA = ERFEITDCEICHENMFCTDRDICE DI, 44% | 41%| 6% | 9%
BEEBEFHOCENBBTHELE DI, 74% | 14%| 6%| 5%

A: Strongly agree B: agree C: disagree D: Strongly disagree

In the second and third semester of this school year, my students had chances to express
themselves (by writing and by speaking), for example, what they like to do, what they are
interested in. And then, according to the result of the questionnaire, many of the students
have less difficulties to do that than before. They practiced talking with their classmates.
Now they realize that they can understand with each other even if they miss subjects or
other parts of the sentences. In the speaking test, they found that.

6. What I learned

I found that open ended conversation is not so hard for the students. In the third
semester they practiced four_times about “my town”, “my plan for the weekend””what
I’m interested in or my favorite thing(s)”. After that they had speaking test. One pair had 2
minutes. and more than three-fourths of the pairs used the time effectively. They started
with greetings like “Hello.” and finished with “Nice talking with you.”

I tried the integration of four skills to learn English. So after the speaking test, students
tried writing about what they like (to do). They shared their writings with their classmates in
groups. They listened to peers’ and good speakers speak in front of the whole class. (See
PP5-6)

Before writing, students talked in pairs. That is comfortable for them. They enjoyed



talking. They think about the same topic again and again. While they talk, they can learn
English from each other and brush up their English. When I saw the video of Miwako’s
students to try open-ended conversation, I thought it was impossible for junior high school
students to do that. But I found that peers can help each other. (In some pairs, one student
kept asking, and another won kept answering “yes” or “no”. )
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movie in the world.

B.@Which is stronger, Godzilla or King Kong? @I think Godzilla is stronger than King
Kong. ®Godzilla is the strongest of all monsters. @What kind of movies do you like? &I
like love stories. ® How about you? @I like science fiction movies. @I think they're more
interesting than love stories. @What's your favorite movie? (E.T. @DIt's the most moving

science fiction movie in the world.
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New Words

weekend

uh-huh

lucky

1.T hear (that) ~(~

4. That’s nice. (

6. That’s a shame. (

) 2. That's too bad.( )
) 5. That sounds like fun.( )

)

7. What are you going to do there? ( ).
9. Why don’t you come with me ? ( ) 10. I see. ( )

11. Let’s see ...(
13. I agree.(

) 12. That’s unbelievable.( )
) 14. I don’t think so. ( )

Exercise : XY FEEIFHNDIETRIEEDEIFTTHED

@ I'm going to go to TDL next March.

@ We will have final exams next week..

@ My team will have a game next Sunday.

@ 1 think that Mr. Obama is cool.

® It will be fine tomorrow.

® I bought a new CD of GREEEN.

@ I saw the movie Red CIiff.

I must study English hard.
© It’s my birthday today.

I will go to

for job training.

HHESZN LY

2B( )BERE-F>7TRb&FNES, |

Date

S

=t | BB | &

Review




feRg : Z A (BFLESBRELET,)
BB “AT2%2
NE  FERCE BOD, BERZFK > TNDED. & (ATEDFENWEEA)
UM : 1 ORidmm

(BNSD] BERBTHUZRERDAODTNDID 11 R

208 EUEIToNDD,. | 1R

HBNIBVLEFRRUIEIDT I Zy DEF o TCRFEZDIRTRDOIEUEN 1 3R

BODENWZWCEZBFICLEALDEULED (BB) : 3R
BFDFZ3ITEZEDIEUED. (2R

Wwwh =~

Back Channel Feedback[[2 F1R L. HULNDHBEOIEHOTO_vD (8E) |

@ Rejoinders ( giving a reaction)

Happy| That’s great! Terrific! Wonderful! Cool!
Sad That’s too bad. I'm sorry to hear that. Oh, no!

Interested| I see. That’s nice. Oh, yeah?

Surprised| You’re kiddingl I can’t believe it! Oh, really?

@ Follow- Up Questions
What ( ) ? Whatkindof ( )? Where( )? Howlong/ much/ many/ ( )?
When( )?

@ Clarifications (Rising intonation)

Excuse me? Sorry? Pardon (me)? What do you mean?

You did what? He went where? You saw who? She’s coming when?

@ Asking for an impression
How was it ? How did you like it ?  What did you think ?

® Follow-Up Questions
Do you watch it every week ? How about SMAP ?

© Expressing Opinions

Statements| I feel . I think . Don’t you think ?

Agreements & disagreement] I agree. You’re right. I think so, too. Yes!

I disagree. I don’t think so.

@ Considerations: Sounds good. I don’t care.

lLet’s Practice Back Channeling |
(™ They had a big earth quake in New Zealand. (earth quake:ihzE)




@ I hear that some Japanese people lost their lives. (lives: (1 \D5H)

@ We will have a farewell party on March Third.(farewell party: 8BIN=E)

@ 1 can ride any roller coaster, even “Ee ja nai ka”.  (roller coaster:¥ v k1 —XA5—)

® In Egypt the people are against their president. (Egypt: T president: X&)

® I think many girls love Arashi very much.

v Faverivre Heovie

Class( )No.( )Name] ]

a. Write about your favorite movie, song, book, drama, game, or manga.

Title:

B. Memos

C. Find the words you need.




D. Evalation

©Writing
Quantity A: More than 7sentences & more than 40 words
B: More than 5sentences & more than 25 words.—C
Contents A: Interesting and understandable B: Understandable(few mistakes)
C: Ununderstandable
© Reading A: God performance, clear & positive B: Clear & positive C: Poor
nerformance

D. Evaluation

©Writing
Quantity A: More than 7sentences & more than 40 words
B: More than 5sentences & more than 25 words.—C
Contents A: Interesting and understandable B: Understandable(few mistakes)
C: Ununderstandable
© Reading A: God performance, clear & positive B: Clear & positive C: Poor
performance




Listening Sheet Group( )

Name Comments

Evaluation

Lesson Plan

1. Level: 2nd grade, junior high school
Class size: 40 students x3classes

3. Textbook: New Horizon 2 -Unit7 My Favorite Movie

-Speaking Plus 5: EUL\#) -Multi Plus 4: Hhf-LOFEhtn, Z&

4. Goal & objectives

Grammar 1:To learn how to compare two things using comparative degree
Grammar 2:To learn how to compare more than three things using superlative

degree

Reading: To read to get information about movies

Communicative: Shopping
Writing: My favorite thing
5. Procedure:
(1) Day1 Introduction of comparison [Today’s Lesson
@ To learn comparison

@ To watch the video of the song “Heal the World” by Michael Jackson
® To find the rules about comparison and fill in the blanks.(Worksheet No.3)

@ To watch the video of King Kong and Godzilla

(2) Day2: Starting Out and Dialog (P.76,77)
@ To sing the song “Heal the World”

@ To read the dialog (chorus—personal—pairs)
@ Practice (BEEM1{KiE1: worksheet from the teachers’ manual)




(3) Day3: Reading for communication1
@ Pre-reading (to learn about American movies)
@ To learn grammar (better, best) Worksheet No.4
@ To read P.78
(4) Day4: Reading for communication 2
@ To learn grammar (as~as)
@ To read P. 79
(5) Day 5: Post-reading exercise
@ To practice reading (PP.78-79) “Et&himsHI—K"
@ To answer the questions about the story of the text
@ To watch the last part of the movie “E.T.”
(6) Day 6: Speaking Plus 5 EL\#
@ To read the dialog in the textbook.
@ To practice the dialog for shopping.
(7) Day 8 and 9 Multi Plus 4 #AD1FE%E2&-HD Worksheet No.8.9
@ To read the model in the text
@ To prepare for writing and to write an essay about what they like

® To share the essay with classmates using the dialog
6. Today’s Lesson

@ Greetings and QA

@ Oral reading to understand comparison

® To watch the video of Michael Jackson singing “Heal the World”

@ To fill in the blanks in worksheet No.1 referring No.1 and textbook P.112
In this manner students learn about comparison

® To guess the answers about teachers.(Worksheet No.2)

® To ask teachers the questions and checking answers.

® Greetings and information about the next class

7. What I did and what happened

In this unit students tried to find the grammar rule out of the examples. When
they are given the roots of the adjectives and adverbs, they can get the comparative
degree and superlative degrees in the case of regular form. Students liked that
because it was a mechanical drill and easy. There was no production of the language
and that sounds boring,

but most of the students liked that.

And then they had to learn how to distinguish the three degrees and had to learn
how to use them, too. When they try the problems like down below, they were
confused because they

think of the sentences with Japanese. In Japanese grammar we don't often use
the form of comparison. We say “FAlFEELYEMNELY, "In this sentence TEMNELN]
is taller. In other cases I&A &L\ Jis tall, and sometimes it means “the tallest”.



I thought and gave them some example sentences to compare two things and
more than three things. Thus I spent much time to input. And then they moved onto
communication and speaking part. They liked these exercises to compare themselves
and classmates or exercises like as they do in math or social studies classes.

8. What I learned

Students tried to solve the problems of math, science, and social studies. Some
students who are not good at English are good at other subjects. Then even if they
don’t know some words in the instructions, they understand the whole problems.
That is practical English. Usually we teachers think that slow starters of English don’t
understand the various kinds of knowledge. And then students only learn very
limited vocabulary. If they are interested in other subjects, they understand them
even if the texts are written in English.

When we are on a tour, even if we don’t understand the language, we manage
to live in the country. The contents of the textbook give very limited and little
knowledge, we teachers expand for the students. In this unit I prepared exercises
only to give knowledge about comparison. I will expand the situation to use the
grammar: students use the grammar to show their situation and communicate.



2EFEBENFEE UNIT7

*Comparison

( )

positive degree

My Favorite Movie (D

comparative

superlative

Japanese

Jb—=)b

cold

fast

few

soon

large

ERARD

late

simple

big

ERARD

hot

sad

busy

RIRDFBED

early

pretty

lucky

good/well

bad

little

many/much

beautiful

boring

careful

famous

tired

important

exciting




2F4EzEN®E UNIT7 My Favorite Movie@
Exercise D |2 DOXMFFERF UABICIZDELDIC( CHEBZESEIISUN,
@ Mt. Fuji is higher than any mountain in Japan.
Mt. Fuji is ( ) ( ) mountain in Japan.
@ This T-shirt is not as cute as that one.
That T- shirt is ( ) ) this one.
Exercise E | ( NCADEBEEETIRSL),
@ Lake ( ) is the largest lake in Japan.
@ I like ( ) the best of all subjects.
@ ( ) sings the best in our class.
@ ( ) came to school the earliest in our class today.
® ( ) studies English the hardest in our class.
© The ( ) river is the longest in Japan.
@ Which do you like ( ), English or math ?
The ( ) finger is the longest of all the fingers.
@ ( ) ) month is February.
40 This is too small for you. I'll show you a ( ) one.

REERN "”)h‘f

1. Which do you like better, art or music?

2. Which do you like better, pasta or sushi?

3. Which do you like better, skiing or climbing?

4. Which is more difficult, skiing or snowboarding?

|

5. Which do you like better, dogs or cats? |

|

6. Which do you like better, music or movies?

7. Which season do you like the best? |

8. Which language do you want to learn the most?

9. Which fruit do you like the best? |
a. apples b. pineapples c. mikan d. strawberries e.others

10. What kind of TV programs do you like the best? | |

|

a. drama b. news show c. comedy show d. music show e. others
| | |
b.J pop c. Americanrock d.Kpop e.others

11. What kind of music do you like the best?

a. classical Points




